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Abraham Lincoln.

B3RAHAMI Lincoln! What sentiments of national pride and
patiiotismi «'ehl up from the heart of everv truc Arnerican

Sat the recollection of that name !-tliat staunchi protector
L.Jof man's rights, that bold and fearlcss champion of honesty

and liberty, whose niemory %vill remnain forever green in American
licarts. .And now the centenary 'of this great man's birth is to bu
celebrated ail over bis native country, and the lesson of Ibis life to be
imipresscd upon the growving generation.

Born in Hardin County, Kentucky, on February 12, i8o9, hec
spent bis carly years on lus father's homestead. Mis father, Thomas
Lincoln, was descended from a Quaker famnily of Enghish origin.
In iSi6,- the family emigrateddto Indiana, wlience alter remaining
fourteen years, they mnoved to Illinois. Shortly after this, Abrahiaîn
lef t home, to seek bis own fortunes. During the next two years
lie tried bis hand at different occupations, farm laborer, business-
n'an, surveyor, tilt in 1832 lie became a captain of a conupany in thu
l3laclz H-aivk War.

Mcanwilelie lu-d been devoting bis time to private study, and

after four years of diligent application hie %vas admitted to the Bar,
in 1$836. Durino- this time hie hiad been elected a member of the
Legisiature of IIIÏ.o"s, where lie servcd the state for eighit vears,
froni IS34 tilt 1842.- Five years later lie -%as clccted a miemiber of
Congrcs.

The success of lus canupai.gn for Senator in i S,ýS was a fort-
runiler of tliat %Nhich awaited himi two ycars Iater, when lie wvas
choseu as the Republican candidate for the Presidency. It wvas
during this campaign of '58 tlîat Lincoln first attracted to hinseif
flhe attention of the Amierican nation by his strong, assertions and
uncomipromisin- attitude regarding tlîe question of slavery- Every-
wliere tbrougliout the country bis fame sprcad, and it was due to
bis nuiasterful handling of the vexed slavery questir.on tliat the.choice
of the Republican party feUi upon bun. In tic carnpaign of i86o,
is party voted as a unit for Lincoln, the Deniocratic party wàa,

d'vided into thrce factions, and the resuit vas thalit hie won an ovcr-
w]iQlingi victory, recciving 57 votes more than bis three opponents
conîbincd.

A short tinie aifter his inauguration, tie Southern States seced-
cd fromn the union, and froi thue boonuingr of the first cannon at Fort


