. et

r—

B

-,

o

e ey

v oL,
=%

»'“w‘.“)_w,, T

e
,e

3

FRBRUARY 26th, 1890,}

the Presbytery were conveyed to Dr. Robertson for his very earnest
and interesting presentation of the claums of the mission fields of
which he hag the superiatendence. The Peesbytery adjourned to
faeet at half past seven, in union with the Woman's Presbyterial For-
cign Missionary Society, 1n the Mill Street Church. = At 7.30 p.m.
the Presbytery met in union with the Woman's Foreign Missionary
Sgciety, according to adjournment and was duly constituted by Mr.

rnichael, Moderator Thera was a large attendance on the part
of the general pubttic.  The Clerk read an abstract of the repurt of
the progress of the Woman's Presbyterial Socicly_ fur th: year, show.
ing a marked increase in the number of the auxiliaries and mission
bands and in the amount of the moneys received, The following
resolution, moved by Mr. Lord and syconded Ly M.. Beruett, was
adopted : That the report be received and the work ¢ hially ap-
proved. That we express profound gratitude to the great Head of
the Church for past success, and the earnest prayer for greater resuits
in the future. Me Smub, of the Indian Mission, addressed the
meeting on missions in India ; Mr, Johnstone, of Lindsay, on the
subject of ** Three Model Missionanes,” and ULr. Robertson on
missions in the North-\West. The Presbytery then adjuurned to meet
in St. Paul’s Church, Peterburough, on the 18th of March, at 9.30
o'clock, and the meeting was clused with .he benediction. ~WiLLIAM
BENNETT, Pres. Clerk.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEBETINGS.

The annual meeting of St. Andrew's Church, Beachburg, was
held on the 215t of January. Thete was a goud attendance of the
members and adherents.  The variuus reports submitted were of an
encouraging nature, Forty one names were added to the membership
last year, and, including the amount frum Westmeath, over $300
contributed to the schemes. The congregation finding their present
church rather swall and in need of repairs, decided to build a new
church, Ia a few days about $3,000 was subscribed. It is expected
when the whate cangregation s canvassed the subscriptions will
amount to about $4,500 On February 1t another meecting of the
congregation was held, and a site chosen in a central part of the
village, Trustees, building committee, etc, were appuiplcd The
pastor, Rev.R. McNabb, entered on his seventh year in January,
At the Sabbath school entestainment on New Year's night he was
presented by his congregation with an address and a gold watch and
chair. This is but one of many tokens of esteem shown both the
pastor and his wife within the last year. It is not many months since
Mrs. McNabb was presented with an addeessand a purse of forty-two
dollars ia recogoition of her services as organist,

The annual meeting in connection with the congregation of Knox
Church, Acton, was held in the church recently. The meeting was
one of the largest and most interesting gathenngs of the kind ever
held in the history of the congregation, The report of the session as
read by the clerk showed that substantial progress had been made
during the year, It embraced a record of the additiun to the com
munion voll 2rd the number of bapiisms. The treasuter’s report
showed that $907 had been paid in tor stipend ; proceeds of plate
collections, $469.50, being an average of $9 o1 per Sabbath. The
Ladies’ Awd reported their receipts during the past year as $336.73.
The Woman's Foreign Mivsionary Socieiy $70  The treasurer of tne
Missionary Association reported teceipts tor Schemes of the Church
$399 61, from Acton Sabhath school $114.75, and frum Dublin Sab-
bath schoo! $10.82. Tane total contnbutions for missions being
$551.18, and the total for all purposes being $2,346.06, an_increase
of upwards of $450.06 beyond that of the previous year. Following
the reading of these reports was presented that of the Manse Build-
ing Committee, which was heartily approved of and the thanks of
“he meeting extended to the committee, and especially the chairman,

1r. Alexander Kennedy. Votes of thanks were tendercd to the
ladies of the Aid and Foreign Missionary Society for their earnest
wotk and untiring zeal and activity dunog the year.

The reports submitted at the annual meeting of the Collingwood
Presbyterian Church shuw the cungregation to be in a prosperous
condstion.  There were sixty-seven received into the fellowship of
the congregauun, furty-fuur un pr- fessiwn aud twenly three by let
ter. Bapusm was admunisiered (o thaiy=five infunts and two adults,
The membership of the congrega‘ivn o nuw uver 300. The Sab
bath school and Bible class have a il of 348, with twenty three
teachers, and support a pupil at Puinie aux Teembles, which custs
$50 per year.  The schuul coum accommudaiiun being altogether tou
smatl, 1t 1s contemplated suun to ealarge it.  During the year $2,219
were paid on the buil Jing delt, leaving a balance of unly $2,000,
which s pravided for.  The total amuuat contribuied for all pur
poses—Home and Futeign, Lznevolent and religivus, incidental and
congregational, is $4.371, beng the largest sum ever contributed in
any one year.  There 15 in the congregation a Waman's Fureign
Missionary Society, 2 Miisstoa Band, a Youag Ladies Home Mis-
stonary Scciety, which has fur s vbject the suppotting of a mission
ary 1 the Nornh-West, and a Young People’s Society of Christian
Endeavour.  The attendance has been so large duting the last two
years that chairs had generally to be used on Sabbath evenings in
the aisies. This is now the largest, the wealthiest, the most influ-
ential and the most vigorous church in town. which must be of no
small satisfaction to the pastor, Dr. Campbell, who was inducted
three years ago.

OBITUAR Y.

THE LATR REV. JOHN DUNBAR.

Rev. John Dunbar, who died at Toronto on the 29th ult., after 2
short illness, in his 71st year, was a native of St.  Andiew’s, Fife-
shire, Scotland, and came to Canada with his parents, and the rest of
their family, while he was yet a 1ad.  His fathes, Mr. William Dun
bar, a man of superior ntelligence and encigy, bought a lot of land
wn the front ut the townsh:p of Pickering, ncat Frenchman's Bay,
and on a cornet of which land the village of Dunbarton has been
built, and 1s so designated because the Government named the post-
office thete atter the owner of the land.  The subject of this notice
for several years took partin conducting the affairs of the farm.
Being bookish and scholarly, he engaged in teaching in the quarter
where he resided.  Quahified teachers were not as plentiful as now,
and of course were at a premium,  With 2 view to the Gospel min-
istry, he attended Cobourg College for several sessions, where he had
for a fellow-student the Rev. Dr. Ormiston.  Afterwards he studied
theology undet the Rev. William Proudfoot, of London, then Profes-
sor of Diwinity 1n connection with the United Presbyterian Church
in Canada. There he had the Rev. Dr. Caven, Principal of Knox
College, as a fellow-stadeat.  Soon after completing his theological
course he was licensed to preach, and ir. 1853 was otdained to the
pastorate of the church at Glenmorris. Therc he continued to labour
with great fidelity for over twenty-two years. In addition 2o bis purely
minisierial duties, he took 2 desp interest in educational matters.
For many ycars he was Superintendent of Schools in the townsbip
and chairman of the Board of Education lor the county. His voice
failing hitn somewhat he resigned his pastoral charge, but continued
to preach as health permitted and opportunity offcted.  Of late years
bis health, never very robust, was far from good, rendering him less
and less able to preach.  Mr, Donbar revisited Scotland in 1873 and
again in 1882, when he preached in the parish_church of Largo, fifty
years after he with his father had left his native Jand. He founded
the Daabat Scholarship in Knox College and gave $1,000 to the
Aged and Infirm Ministers® Fund,  His mind beinp richly stored by
cxtensive reading, and baving a leaning to literatare, he devoted por-
tions of his unsought leisure to writing axticles for the press on vari-
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ous subjects. One of the last contributions from his "pen, * Female
Hymn Writers,” appeared in Tugr,CANADA PRESBYTERIAN in Janu
ary, and was reproduced by United States contemporaties. ~ Mr,
Dunbar was a man of marked decision of character. Being
thoroughly upright himsell, verity in others he sternly demanded.
Pretenceand insincerity he detested. His piety was unosteatatious,but
real and all pervading. 1le not only plainly poipted out the wayato
heaven in his preaching. but daily walked therein Dimself, thus back
g precept by example.  His distinguishing charactetistics were
conscientiousness, order and exactitude. ‘These were stamped on his
preparations for the pulpit, on the discharge of his pastoral duties,
and indeed on all that he did. By his death the Church has lost one
who for many years was among the most faithful of her ministers,
and the State has lost an exemplary citizen.

ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH, KINGSTON.

St. Andrew's Church, Kingston, is now. une of the most hand
some edifices in connection with the Presbytetian Church in Canada.
It is, according to desctiptions of it in the local papers, impasing and
beautiful in its appearance without and within. "The arrangements
are of the most complete and commodious kind ; the artistic dec -
ations, memorial and other storied windows, are matvels of beauty,
and the energy and enthusiasm with which the grand building has
been completed reflects great credit on all who have taken so lively
an interest in the erection of a house that in externals at least eclipses
the glory of the formier historic edifice destioyed by fire.

The following account of the opening services appears in the
Kingston ##4ip - Exactly at seven a’clock th- clergy entered from the
vestry, the Rev. Dr Williamson, Rev Tr Mowat, Rev. James
Barclay, St. Paul's, Monteeal ; the Right Rev. the Moderator, being
this year Principal Grant, a member > St. Andrew’s, and the Rev.
John Mackie, minister of the church.  Immediately the whole as-
semblage rose, and the Maderator, in mast solemn and fiting lan.
guage, dedicated the church to the warship of the Trune fiod. Then
began an organ voluntary, ** Oh Restin the Lord,” from Mendels-
sohn, in which the sweeiness of the powerful nstrument was well
brought out by the skilful playing of Mr. Harvey, organist of the
church. Then was sung, by the choir aloze, to an exceedingly beau-
tifal tune, the following dedication hymn, composed for the occasion
by the minister of the chuich :

.
O Father God, whose teader grace
Thy love sent forth, Thy Son un show,
Behold ' to Thes thi< house we raise,
Ourlove to prove, Thy love to praise,
Within Thy courts below.

O Saviour Christ, wh .se cros« of pain
Bore sin away, and made us free,
Our hearts of love neath Ihy sweet reign,
To Thee present this holy tanc;
Aad lowly warship Thee

O Holy Ghost, who dost refine

Our sinful hearts, and wills subdue ,
To Thee we raise th s sacred shrine
Where, through Thy fellowship divine, S

P
We may Thy glory view ,

O Glorious Trinity in One -
Redeemer * whom our heartsAdore,
Our worl:, infauh and hope begun,
TIB' Church, now consecrate whea doae—
well here for ever more.

Here shaw the brightness of Thy face
Thy heart and will to us reveat,

Here'in Thy love from race to race

Proclaim the Gaspel of Thy grace,
And heirs of 2iory seal.

So shall this place be holy ground ,

The gates of heaven, the Church of God
So shall Thy praise our hearts resoand,
And in Thy work our hivesabound

While pilgriin road i< trod.—AMEN.

On conclusion the whole congregation burst into ** O)d Hurdred,”
with telling effect.  Rev. Mr. Mackie, Dr. Mowat and the venerable
Dr. Williamson divided the devotional part of the ssrvice among
them, aal very appropuate the whule was.  After Jackson's ** Te
Deum " had beea suny, with great vigour and precision, Puincipal
Grant, takang for his text Geaesis xxvan. 17 . ““ Tais is none other
but the house of God, w.dtais s the gale of heaven,” delivered an
cloquent sermon un lus best style.  Very graphically he pictured the
scene, the barc wild repion where the weary wanderer lay down to
rest, tochy beds everywhere and huge stones standing as sentinel,
all round.  He showed how these things were wrought into the vis-
1on of the night and assumed the appeatanc: of stairs from earth to
heaven. He dwcl: upon the worth of the zevelation . the happy
and permanent effect it had upon Jacob, and went an to show that
though we had advanced immeasurably frum Jacub's siandpoint, es-
teemung, since the days of Christ, who taught that ** neither in this
mountain nor yetat Jetusalem * was the Father wurshipped, that though
ao place was consecrated 1n the scase that the Deity was localized,
there yet was 2 strong temptation, to which not a few in these days
yielded, to consider that in no sense was any spot moze holy than
another. e puinted outshow antrue this was, how one’s native land
and the old homestead were ncarer the heart than aoy nther land and
dwelling, Lecause of blessed mem sries circling vound them and dear
associations clinging to themn. But above all, th= spot where convic
tions seized the mind, where holier thoughts were begotten and
nobler purposes were formed and 2 divine impulse changed the cur
reot of a man’s life, was as heaven to that man, where he could not,
cven aft:r many years, stand unm sved, but filled with deepest rever-
ence and solemnity of soul as if there, more than anywhere clse, the
Deity was apprehended.  Such surely was espzcially the case with
a buildiog erected for hearing the divine will proclaimed, an® laying
the human heart under the breath of God's Holy Spirit.  Here wrely
to many a soul revelations would be given, GGod would speak nd
man would realize, what nowhere else he could, that though not con
fincd to temples made with hands, G d has His 'vays in the sanctuary,
and that there the secret of the L is revealed 10 the human heart
and mind, making it, indeed the hoaie of G>1and the very gate of
hoaven. - )

In the afternoon the Rav. James Barclay. \’.ho was a freqient
preacher at the court at Balmoral when winisfer of S*. Cuthhen,
Edioburgh, and who since coming to Canada has been twice hon.
oured by 2 command from her Majesty to preach before her, conducted
the service, assisted by the Rev.” Professnr Ferguson and the Rev
Dr. Bell. Again the vast building was filled, and to an eagerly lis-
rening throng the cloquent preacher delivered a singularly beautiful
and forcible sermon from Ezekiel xIvii. 9@ ¢* Every thiog that liv.
eth, which moveth, whithersoever the rivers shall come, shall live,”
on the soutce, the progress and sesult of the Gospel.  For fully forty
minutes he held his audience spell-bound.  The musical part of this
service was specially fine, an anthem from Gounod beiog rendered
with great vivacity and good taste.

Bat the evening seevice was the crowning scenc of an eventful day.
Every available coraer was filled long bafare the hour of service be-
gan. _All the side rooms, where only the voice of the preacher could
with difficalty be heard, were crowded, and: bundreds were unable
to gain admittance, Mr. Batclay again conducted the service, assisted
by the minister of the churchand Rev. Dr. Ross.  He took his text
from Romaus, and delivered a most powarfol address on the Christian
life 2s one of hope that must reach its g 3l only through tribulations.
Witha strength and originality of though,, 2 terseaess of expression, 2
graphic ;ormiturc of hope animating ail classes and professions, the
teverend geotleman led his rapt listences to_ 2 fiac vision of that hope
that never confounds, but gives cternal rejoicing.
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{Luke 4.

THE GREAT PHYSIGIAN. o

GorLpen TexT.—He cast out the spints with His word, and
healed all that were sick.—-Matt, v, 16.

March g, %
18yo.

INTRODUCTORY,

After being expellell by his townsmen {rom Nazareth, Jesus went
to Capernaum, a town on the North-western shore of the Lake of
Galilee about twenty miles distant from Nazareth. In Capernaum
He received a cordial welcome. He went as usual to the synagogue
and taught there. Because of the unbelief of the people of Nazareth
He cuuld du v mighty wutks; at Capernaum He performed a number
of striking miracles.

I. Teaching in the Synagogue.—Chust while an carth taught
Ly acts as well as by words. The miracles of Jesus while they at-
tested the divinity of his clums to be the Messiah were exemplifica.
tions of the truths f{e taught and the spirit of fove and benevolence
with which He was constantly animated. Amungst those assembled
in the synagogue at Capernaum that Sabbath wag a paor man subject
to a ternible atlliction,  He ** had a spirit of an unclean devil,” or
demon. It was a form of suffening very prevalent 1n our Saviour’s
time. Luke, the wspited author of tiis Gospel, himseif a physic-
1an, makes reference to the existence of this special form of afiliction.
It 1s sometimes stated that it must have been something resembling
some of the forms of insanity so painfully common in our own day.
In some respects it resembles certain cases of mental disease, but it
1s spoken of 1 Scrpiure as distinct from lunacy and 1s expressly
ascribed to an ewil spintual agency.  The Saviour so regarded it and
he would not have countenanced what was nothing else than a pop-
ular superstition,  Here the spirit is spoken of as unclean. The tes-
timony of medical men and chiefly those who have to do with the
insane emphatically warns against all sins that result in moral pollu-
tion, since in many cases they reduce their victims to the deplerable
condition of moral and physical wrecks.  When the poor man so sadly
afilicted heard the teaching of Jesus in the synagogue, he uttered a
piercing cry of fear and pain,  The antagonism of the evil spirit was
at once aroused. It js the spitit that prompis the man's specch.
That spitit knew who Jesus was. He recognized that Christ, who
came to destroy the works of the devil was entirely opposed to all evil.
¢ Art Thou cowme to destroy us?”  The evil spirit had nothing else
to expect. The Pharisees in their hatred of Christ blasphemously
ascribed His miraculous works to Satanic agency. Even the evil
spitits knew better. This one says, *“ [ know Thee who Thou art ;
the Holy Oae of God." In the presence of holiness evil shrinks
abashed. In the majesty of His holiness as well as by His divine
power Jesus answers with a keen rebuke, silences the demon and
commands him to leave the poor afilicted man. The evil spirit much
against his will is nevertheless constrained to pive instant obedience
to Christ’s command. In leaving the man he sought to do him all
the harm he could, throwing him with violence upon the floor of the
synagogue, but his efforts were in vain for the lesson tells us that “*he
came out of him, and huct him not.” The effects of this miraculous
deliverance from demoniac possession were immediate and striking.
\What a blessed sense of 1elief the man himsclf experienced io beirg
freed from the awlul afiliction to which he had been subjected, The
cffect on those who witnessed this wonderful wotk of jesus was no
less striking. They had never seen anything like this before. The
word of Jesus had been suffizient for the unkappy man's deliverance.
They recognized His power and auzhority, and were thus placed ina
condition most favourable for the reception of Christ's teaching.
The news of this great wotk was soon spread amoag the people in
the country round Capernaum, and would arouse their interest in the
truth that Jesus taughe,

I1. The Miraculous Cure of Peter's wife's Mother —Leav-
ing the synago.ue Jesus went to Peter’s house. At this time Peter
was mure generally known by his Hebraic name Simon.  There was
severe sickness in his hume.  Jesus is ever ready to enter the abodes
of suffering, Here we have Scriptural evidence that Pe'er was
married, a fact that is against the popish dectce forbidding the mar-
siaze of priests. The land around Capernaum is low and marshy
occasioning frequent and dangerous fevers  Peter's wife’s mother
was lying dangerously ill with this disease One condition of Christ’s
miracle working is that there must be faith. They of Peter's house
hold in a measure possessed faith, for ** they besought Him for her.”
They prayed to Jesus foc help. To this he at once graciously re
sponds. He stood over her, rebuked the fever and it left her ~The
curc is petfect. Aftera violent fever the paticotly usually has a per
10d of great weakness, and it 1s long before recovery of health is com-

lete.  In this case the cure is instantaneous, * she arose and min-
istered unto them ;" thu., expressing her gratitude by loving
service.

111, Christ's Beneficent Ministry.—~As the Sabbath day
closed at sunset, the aews of Chnst’s wonder-working power having
sptead throughout the neighbourhood, large numbers of sick people
were brought to Him. Peopls brough: their afficted relations and
{nends 1n the expectation that he would excrcise His healing power
upon them. The discases were of different kinds, but not oae was too
hard for Hum, ** He l;1d His hands on every one of them and healed
them.” Demoniac possession that bafled human skill yielded to His
dinine power.  In the extly morawag Jesus withdrew that He might
be alone with God. H= loved to hold silent communion with the
Father ere the duties of the day began but the people were anxious
that He should stay with them.  Tae people of Nazareth thrust Him
owt of their town ; the peaple of Capernaum desired Him to remain
with them.  As his massage of g 0d news is for all people He cannot
confine Himseif 1o one locality. He preached in all «he principal
places throughout the Galilean prowince. The munistey of Jesus was
comprehensive, all emorzcing.  He did oot treat with indifference
anythiog pertaiming to man's well-bewog. Though the spiritual is
the highest pojot of man's nature, and for its redemption from sin
Chrnist came to this world and suffeted and died for man’s salvation,
He came to save and sanculy the whole nawre, bedy and soul. Thas
He hisicaed ®uh sympathetic interest to the cry of distress, He
granied the prayers of thase who :iaterceded for their sick relatives
and neighbours. His mission was to save mea from the power of
sin, and by his compassionate interposition to relieve them from the
sorrowlul and distressing consequences of theiz sinfal disobedience.
He went about continually doiag good.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

Evil people, like evil spints, do not like to be interfered wath 3
they would prefer to be Izt alone.  They are always uncomfortable in
the presence’of goodness.

It is still Christ s work to cast ont evil from human hearts. His .
grace alone can cleanre and purily.

Christ’s ministry oo carth was the fullest exemplification of the
missionary spirit. It was to do good to the souls and bodies of men.
In this He has lel us an cxample that we should foliow in His steps.

The spirit of Christ is the true missiogary spirit. It is confined to
no particular country, race or time. It endeavours to obey His part-
ing command, ‘' Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to

every creatuge.”



