
)VIS. 17th,1, 899

se eminently llelpful. The Presbyterian 'Church
stands ready to adopt whatevcr nietitods arecniost
likcly te advance Christs kiuîgdoin anmog young
and old, prnvidcd tlîey are in harmony tith the
truthi and spirit of-Scripture. Ciidrcn's Day is not
nowv an untried experiment. Other Churclies have
observcd it for years aind with the best and most
cncouraging results. Its unanimeus adoption by
the Generat Assembly indicates that it is looked
forvard teaîitilisanguine b Pc by the Chuncli at
large.

It wili thierefore bc the endeavour of miniisters,
eiders, Sabbath school superintendents, teachers and
cotigregations gcnerally te make it a day te bc renier-
bered. It %will afford a pleasing variety te tire ordi-
nary services of tire ycair. Tire minister will feel
encouraged te do lus best in prepaning for tie
special service;, as tlhey ill affoard lîim a precieus
opportunity of addressing te tire open and receptive
minds of yetith in tte most direct and simple terns
the glorieus Gospel of tie blcssed God. The eiders,
s;oMe of whorn usually takce but littUe part in the
%vork of tire Sabbatlî scixool, will bc led te feel thiat
after ail tliîy have a deep interest in thte spiritual
and moral training of the yeung. Sabbath school
superintendents and teacliers will bc encouraged by
thc fact that thîcir special %vork, tee rnuch overlookecd
b>'ie congregatien gene rally, is brought more ini-
mcdiatciy under the notice cf the peeple, tvho will
thereby bc led te take a more kindly and sympa-
thetic intenest ini tie vork that goes steadily on
from ycar te ycar. It may, hewcvcr, bc safe te say
that none will takc a more kindiy intcrest in the ob-
servance of Clildrcn's Day thuan thec clildrcn thcm-
selves. It ii h lp thein teatîndcrstand that aftcr
ail the Sabbath school is an essential part cf tire
Churcli, and that tlicy bclong te it. It is truc that
the Presbyterian Chîuirch recognizes tire children as
fermning a portion of tire visible Cliîurcb, but chil-
dren are net ai keen in titeir discernment of ab-
stractions. Tire tact that a special day is set apart
for thecir special benefit, and that the services are
chiefly designcd for thein, %vilh bc much more clearly
apprehended titan any îîumbcr of statements, how-
ever clear and explicit, regarding the covenant relia-
tion cf children te the Chîurch. Then, wvhen tlîey
corne to liturchu on Children's Day, will net their
minds be in a -;rate of cxpectaîicy, and tiiereforecof
more titan ordinary rcceptivity ? Whiat thcy hecar on
tlîat day ivilî dvchl in ire Uiccnery. Childrc:î's Day
till bc lookcd orward te %vitli large expectatiens.
and till doubtless be reinemibered with grateful and
plcaing ecolectionq. t is iincumbent therefore on
ail immediatciy intercstcd in thie approachîing day
titat it bc fttitigly and profltably observed. It is
highly desirable tîtat the first of %liat wil most
prebably be a long succession of Childrcn's Days
should bc fully up te tirc expectatiens of thiose wvho
look fortvard te kt. Mucit, vcry much, depends upen
a good beginning. Pastors and Sabbath scitool
tvorkers aivay on their vacation wili travel with
open and observant eyes, and vatuable and pertinent
illustrations %vilh be stored for use on Children's Day.

WOMAN'S ÇSPIERIÎ.

risT evident froeini te space dcvoecd te its dis-
jcuqsion that the condition of %vemati is receiving

t arge ;hare of thouglitfui attention. The same
nld-faslionied mIle se frequcntly applied te littie ones,
"Clilidren should be scen, net beard," was taken for
graîted as, embracing tvomankind under its amiple
qeep. Womnan's spliere is now a debateable and
much debatcd subjcct. As yet the mass cf discord-
ant opinion has net shapcd itself definiteîy, but thc
etirrents in which it is destined té flow arc beginning
te take shape. The eld and Oriental idea of woman-
kind flnds lcss -,-d lcss faveur every ycar. Home is
ivman's sphere undoubtedly, and the oppertunities
anîd work it preserits are cf such importance and se
far reacbing ini their influence thiat whoeverseeks for
the sakze cf argument or for any reason whatever, te
minimize thiese but faintly comprebends one of the
l-nost important elements in thte discussion. Homne
is lier sphec,'and ne one cari take her place there.
It imust bave tie frst claim eon.every good ivife and
mnother . Thcrc may be strong temptations te cer-
pensate for neglect of homne duties by eanest and
energdic effort in other fields of Christian activity.
It must in these days cf multiplied and competing
dlaims be somectimes a question cf conscience how
far these-eught te be complied with. There is mean-
iiig in thc saying rccorded in the Song of Solomon,
"They made mnethe keeper of the vincyards : but

ýiinîie owviineyard have I net kept."
.But ail women are, net restrained by engrossing

home cares and duties. Many arese, situatedpro-
videntially that Christian- Rnd philanthropie work is
bth a duty and a delight. The benéèficent minis-
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tries exercised by self-denying wvomen in the Chîurch,
the Sabbath school, in mission work among the
neglectcd and the outcast. in the greac missonary
movement of the aige, in tending the sick and the
auffeing show whiat the %vorld would lose if wvomati
%vas to be relcgated to the seclusion almost univer-
saily prevalent in eastcrn lands.

Ncither can modern ideas refuse to wvomail the
exercise of the rights of citizensliip.« The time may
not yet have corne %whcn oren shail have as free
access te the ballot box as have their fathers, hus-
bands and brothers. but it il one of the future thingl;
that may without thc spirit of divination be confi.
(lently predicted. Ladies of emninence and ability
have beeti appcalîng to tic public on both sides of
the question, and it is difficuit to sec, if wvomen
rcally desire tlîe franchise, howv it can possibly be
withhield (romn them. Evetn now theiitcentli cci-
tury %vomian dme not confine lier efforts to religious
and plîilantlîropic work. Not to spcak of tiiose
wlîosc ambition is to be the lcading liglits in the
fashionable wvorld, the most wearing and the least
satisfactory of aIl occupations in wvhich Uîcey can
engagc. Women have of late largcly entered the
demain of politics. That wonenl should takcla vital
interest in the moral- and social movements on
which the pcrpetuity and happincss of tlhe home
dcpends is n ot surprising. Thecir apathy in this
sphiere ould bc cause for wonder, but they have
entered %vitlî ardour and enthîusiasm the political
arena. Instead of the turmoil and excitement of a
keen election contest causing themn to shrink, they
enter on tlhe fray witli an impetuiosity that causes
mnany to gaze on the Primnose League land the kmn-
dred organization in the Liberal ranks with wide.
eyed wonder, and there are mnany who shake their
wise lîeads over it, and are lost in conjecture as te
wither aIl this shall Iead.

A sometvhat novel phase of the qucstion appears
in a series of letters in the Girtst/ani Wor/d, in ans-
wer to the question "Are Husbands Tyrants? "
The saddcniîîg rcflection is forccd upon the reader
that, se far as the letters ini the ast number go.,<the
ayes have it." For once the ladi-.-ý speak out but
should tc ogres depicted in somte of the correspond-

'ence bc lîaunted by tic suspicion that their ivives
have been revealing the secrets of mec prison houise,
and taking the publie inte their confidence, then the
consequences mnay be such that humane people %vouid
shudder to aniticipate. The series opens ivith a let-
ter from a penitent widower tvho hîad an angeiic
wife, and aIl the time hie had beeti entertaining lier
unawares. H-e says," I had, without doubt, the best
%vifc ever given to mati. The most patient, enduring,
loving and unselflsh, and yct 1 knew not ali tis till
too late ; althougli she, I know, forgave me freely,
yet can 1 neyer forgive myscîf for the negligent and
oftcn tboughtlcss way in which 1 treated her-and
yet I %vas countcd a good lusband and father and a
religieus mnan. Thie root of the vhîole matter, as 1
nowv plainly -,ce, ivas selflshness I -not a doubt of it.
IA Happy Wifc," wh'j bas the best of liusba,îds,

takes up the cudgeis vigorously on bebaîf of her less
favoured sisters who arc marricd to stingy and ex-
acting husbands who think, nothing of spcnding
inoney freely for their own ýelfish gratification, and
are in an extreme degree niggardly in wthat they
dole out to theis- patient, suffering wives. It is a
popular belief that there are sucith usbands who, if
thîey recognize themsclves ini the mirror, Il A Happy
Wife I holds up te the public viev, imay yet become
inodels of generosity and inake tlîeir own wives
happy. IIA Tried and Anxious Mother"II vntes in
a subdued and suffcing strain, detailing sad griev-
ances which arc by ne means imaginairy. This is
folhowed tip by the sweet effusion of a widow whose
husband %vas evidently a jewel. Before she retreats
she shoats this Parthian arrow ait ber grumbling
rnarried sisters:

if marriedwomen would remember IlThat charity suffereth
long, and is kind," and paid a littie 'More dererence to the men,
there would be fewei complaints of the busband. Some few
women are capable of stronger and more enduririR work than
others, but as a rule the Çwoman is the wcakcr vessel bath in
brain and body, and so needs plenty of kindness and patience
(rom her husband.-Hoping you wiil excuse niy modest
opinion, 1 amn, yours truly, etc.

IA young Engiishwoman" raises bier sweet voice
te swell tbe chorus of accusations against the peccant
busbands. Though net under the matrimonial yoke
hcrself suc fecars that wvhich is said about'"husbands
in the mîddle-classes is only tee sadly truc." If
unable te speak from experience she dlaims compe-
tency te give lier' opinion becaus 'e of extcnded
observations, and is haîf inclined to question the
sou ndness of some of the advices given by thc apostle
Paul. She is followed byone who dees well te veil
ber identity -under -the cuphonious pen name of
"Roy Vernon " for hier home.thrusts are sharp and

telling. Others take Up the lamentation, and if these

witncsses tell the truth it is higli time that husbands
should set about the wvork of self-examination and
reformation without wvaiting for frcshi outpourings of
thiese vials of dornestic wrath." A Bjritish Grand-
father " close.% the series with a lettcr vhichi takes a
vcr), kindly vicw of the situation, witli the slight ex-
ception that lie carrdcs the war into the Amazois'
territory.

It may bc welI to remnember the advice given to
mnarricd couples by ail Arnerican lîumorist. " Give
cach other half the road,.and go slow." Home pre.
qent% the best sphecre on carth for the cultivation of
ail that renders life beautifill. If the canker-%vorm
of selflslîness entcrs there the best fruits of the
affections, the tender bloom of the Christian spirit
will fade and decay. Thiere is sornething mournful
in the confession of the man whIose letter heads the
serics in the Chrisuian 11Wor/d, tlîat hie '« as countcd
a good fatîxer and a religious man " abroad but a
sadly sclfishi dog at home. The truc spirit of
religion should bc scen at its best in the home circle.
If it is not matured and strengthiened there,
îvhcrever cIsc kt displays itself, it can only be of a
poor and iimpcrfect patterni. %oman's spiiere iway
be world %vide, but if husbands and wives do not try
to bcelheirs together of the grace of life, the highest
possible life on earth will be poisoned at its source.

TuF. Central Business College, Stratford, lias
issued a neatly printcd aninual catalogue giving,

nuchi valuable information relating to that energetic
and flourishing institution.

STI-.1,1I'. HEÀU'ENWVARD. By Mrs. E. Prentiss,
New and popular edition, with illustrations. 8vo.
paper covers. (New York Anson D. F. Randolph
and Co.)- This admirable book vas first published
in 1868, in the columns of the Advance, a newspaper
in Chicago. As it is ofttn the case withi books of real
menit, the author did flot think veryr much of it, but
it smon began to attract vvide attention from ail
classes of readers, young and old. lt was printed ini
book formi in i87o, and at once had a large sale.
The book ivast then repninted in England, and
soon after translated into French, then into German.
and subsequently into th,.: Swedish and Nonîvegian
languages. S5,oou copies liave been sold in Amecrica
alone, and very many thousands in HEngland and on
the continent of Europe, and in ail the British colo-
nies. The prescnt very cheap edition lias beeti
made, that the book may bc within the reach of ait
classes of readers. It is a story, in diai-y form, of the
temptations, trials, perplexities of the young girl, \vtif,
mother, neighbour, Christian, and showvs how improve-
ment in the divine life may bc extracted frora ail even
tintil perfect peace reigns in the heart. It is exceed-
ingly lifelike, and there ks much of pathos, with
an occasional touch of quiet humour. It is not a book
of doctrinal discussion, nor yet directly of Christian
experience, and yet it is one in which the reader ks
sure to learn much of both.

Taie OLD AND NEW NvTESTAMENT' STUDENT.
(New Xork: C. \fenton Patterson Iublishing Co.)-
Anl excellent portrait of lrofessor Green of Prince-
ton 1 iî, >gical Seminary greets tht. eye of the reader
of T/te Old and Vew' Testament .Stuideit for julv.
This ncw journal, withi its sixty-four pages crow«ded
with material on the Bible, is the successor of T/te
Obi Testament Student. The first number contains
somne new features calling for special mention. The
portrait of Professor Green with an accompanying
biographical sketch by Dr. McCurdy, an old friend
and pupil, is attractive. The aliticle on Expository
Preacbing contains a rcview àindcriticism of Dr.
MacLaren's exposition of Phdfèmon, bringing out
briefiy and forcibly some essential clements of ex-
pository preaching. An important article is the
Soteriolog3' of the Talmud by Prof. Stevens of Yale,
which throws light by way of contrast, on the New
Testament Frem Mn. Pinches, of the British
Museum, an interesting letter is printed. The first of
a series of articles on the Inter-Biblicat Period by
Prof. Beecher, and the editor; inductive Studies on
First Samuel, covering the Sunday-srhool lessons,
are of great belpfuliiess te pastors, Sunday-scbool
teachers and ail devout Bible students. The synop-
ses of recent articles and the notices of new books,
together with an ample biblîography of recent Old
and New Testament literature, complete this num-
ber. The current issue is the flrst of Volume IX,
and is increased in size from forty to sixty-four pages
of reading- matter.

A FAMILY, or three or four (riends, cari be accommodated
during july aod.August, with board and lodging on vety mod-
erate terms, in cool quarters on Lake Simicoe. Address and
further..particulars on application to thé office of THE CANADA
PJtESBYTERIAN, 5 Jordan Street, Toronto.


