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adore the perfect goodness and to bow before thee
reogIatives of the Almighty. How much must God

Ofe do ta us; through what discipline of disappoint-
%Oflt, lass, and sorrow must He put us, before the
ben becornes truly humble and resigned to His will !1

!t is urely very instructive that the primary mean-1
109g Of the word translated "'meek," is, "afflicted."1
The. terna eniployed in the passage before us means1
POpe'rîy, suffeing, depressed ; as if to show that in
%~st cassonly when God has deait with our hard
n4'nesin the way of judgment or chastisement, are 1
their high thoughts and hofty imaginations brought

dniand the spirit rendered entirely humble and 1
hlbufissive.

i. rn eek, thus, are the'humble in heart, the poori
Ir, 5Pit, the contrite. The statement made respect-1
'ig then is, that the Lord IIwiIl beautify themn with

3lvt ion." The underlying truth here is, that He
"»bestow on them salvation. It is anc to whichi

41re'tsPassages bear testimony. "lThus saith the
%hgi and 1ofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, whosej

Fal~3 }oly; 1 dwell in the hiigh and holy place, with i
hialso that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to

"-~ve the. spirit of the humble and to revive the1
heata f the contrite ones.'" "lThe Lord preserveth the
akrPle -ë ' God saves the meek.» The key of the king-

doI s in the iiands of the humble. IlBlessed are the
P1011inI spirit, for theirs is the. kingdomn of heaven.»1
rJO4 Pardons those who are penitent. He justifies

tOeWho condenin themselves. He Ilgiveth grace
tO the humble.» He exaîts tiin of low degnee. He

'ts the. lowly with salvation. He works deliverance
for tbOse who, renouncing every other confidence, look
V14ta Ru. He saves tiiose who exercise faith ; but

SFiais faith, but meekness, reclining where it has
fourid a worthy ground of confidence!1

IGod saves the meek2' This is the implied or
"nderYing truth in the. text. Temi rthw

rwhicii the text asserts is, that God not only
SaveS the meek, but beautifies them in saving tiiem;

ttlie flot only gives grace ta the humble, but in
Riing them grace He renders them lovely and at-
trtaclive that the salvation which is of God.becomes

014e way the. arnament of the man on whoma it is

ln seeking ta estimate the constituents of the
b0«'itY of whicii the Psalniist speaks, one must begin
"Irii fongiveness. The process of beautifying tue

4killay be said ta commence in pardoning Lheir
at-Ail sin is deiormity. It is not anly a wrang

8*fiist Gad, and an injury ta the. man hiniseif wiio
'e'>8.flits it; it is an cvii and unsigiitly tiiing, abomin-

&hta Gad and toalal pure beings. There is na
r'OAta speak of beauty so long as the ie is charge-

au. etiierewith. In pardon, God sets the man fre
fror4i t. Forgiveness is not simply rehease from
billt and iroin punshment ; it is release from the sin

1elywiich draws after it guilt and which deserves
Dunish8hiient. The sinner is not onhy delivered f ram
%th) yea, restored ta favouir, he iS' also cleansed,

l"SSnitsehi is cancelled, )blotted out by Him wiia
btheO sole and exclusive power ta do this. And
thll te sinner forgiven is na longer a praper abject

0 iaersion. That in hum which awoke repulsion has

bturemov'ed. If, in the. act ai forgiveness, positive
bf'uyis nat imparted, at least actual defilement is
4Qaway, and the proper and indispensable founda-

tion laid for those graces in which the soul is ta be
1raYed. The more deep and spiritual aur concepj-

a4 f what forgiveness is, the mare closely shall we
dikoaver it ta be allicd witii that beauty witii which

clothes the. meek.
lilt if forgiveness is the commencement, it is th e

'%1lencement only, of that process ai beautifying the
% ta which the. text refets. Otiier and more posi-

tIVJ adornments follow. The forgiven are also ac
%e~d. "lTii. washing af regeneration"I is accoa-
Prlied by Ilthe rnewing af the Holy Giiost.» The
-%efig of Gad is restored ta the'soul. IIThe ncw man

suits as these, or rather, they form its very essence;
and just because of this is the soul beautified in being
saved, are the meek clothed with beauty in being
clothed with the garments of salvation. The graces
which are produced in them, patience, temperance
godliness, brotherly kindness, charity; the pure aim,
the upright life, the heavenly mind, the gentie and
tender heart, are flot only of inestimable value, they
are supremnely beautiful. They, at once accredit and
adorn the discipleship on which they are stamped.
He whose work they are does more than secure the
safety of those in whomn they are found. He invests
theni with charms, which are not the less real that
they can be fully appreciated only by the spiritually-
minded or the pure in heart. In other words, He
beautifies the meek in the very act of saving them.

SI have said nothing as yet of the sentiments which
are awakened in the breasts of the saved; the sentiment
of gratitude for the redemption which has been wrought,
and at 50 great a cot; the peace, sometimes rising
into joy, with which the soul is fiUled as it contemplates
the perfection of the Saviour's sacrifice, the hope to
which it is begotten by His resurrection from the dead,
the love by which it is inspired not only to the Lord,
but to all who are His. But no proper estimate can
be formed of the beauty which God puts on the meek,
while these are overlooked. These sentiments, indeed,
so unmistakably divine in their origination and char-
acter, may be said to do for the Christian life in gen-
eral what the sunlight does for the ordinary landscape,
lending a new chariçi ta rock and tree and river, glori-
fying its commonest features. The whole character
is irradiated by their heavenly glow. Than the devo-
tion of the saved to Hini who redeemcd thern. with
His blood ; than the love they bear ta, those who share
in this redemption ; than the peace, so deep and holy,
of the soul which has come to rest beneath the cross;
than its joy, so bright, yet so free froni boisterous ex-
citement, when it gives itself to Christ's service and
feels assured of H is favour; than the hope of a heaven
of which He shall be the chief attraction ;-than these,
human life has nothing more beautiful to show-nnth-
ing, indeed, haif sa beautiful. But they are, ini ane
measure or another, the common attainnients of the
saved. It is once more truc, then, that God beautifies
the meek with salvation.

We sec the work only in process of accomplishment
here, even in the case of the most advanced. Heaven
will first witness its completion. The salvation of the
meck will be first perfected when they.enter into the
presence of their Lord, and with and through the per.
fecting of their salvation shail came the perfecting of
the bcauty of their characters and persons. "lIt dothnfot
yet appear what wc shall be, but we know that when
H1e shaîl appear we shall be like Him.» Then, first,
when found in that likcnss-when, having "'borne the
image of the earthly," they IIbear the image of the
heavcnly "-when, having laid aside forever the sin-
stained raiments of earth, they receive the vesturc of
heaven and join the company of the white.robed, will
the words come to their full meaning, Il He wiIl beau-
tify the meek with salvation."

it has not escaped your notice that in beautifying
the meek God lends bcauty to beauty. There is no
incongruity here between object and embellishment
such as we often sec in human life, but, on the contrary,
the most perfect harmony, as when God so ws glittering
stars in the deep, dlear vault of heaven, or scatters in
profusion flowers of many hues in the green meadow.
The adornipent, moreover, is of no external kind. It
forms a part of the man. It is inseparable frorn his
character. It seems brought out rather than put on ;
resembling the vesturc of green with which spring
clothes field and forest, rather than the snowy robe in
which winter wraps ahl things. Even when it assumes
its highcst charactcr-whera what is grace here dcve-
laps into glory there, it is "'the glory which shall be
revealed in us.»

Toio one who was acquainted with the deceased
.. .IhL- b -mttr osrpis1tatcàldo peke

ship of Westminster in 1853, Of piaus parents, anc of
whom laboured for many years and with great accept-
ance as a catechist in the. neighbouring districts ; the.
other is spared ta maurn uis loss. Having reccived
such elemcntary instruction near uis home as the. pub-
lic school could give i, h. went at thirteen years af
age ta London, and for the. next four years attended
the High School ai that city. H. then taught for a
periad of anc year and nine months, cantinuing at the
sanie time his preparation *for the University of
Toronto, which he entercd as a second year's student
in October, 1873. At an early period inhus University
course uis health threatened ta give way. Attendance
in classes was discantinued for a time, and tic former
and loved but exhausting work ai teaching was re-
sumed, tuis tume in the city af Hamilton. Returning
ta Toronto, he completed his iterary studies in the
spring ai 1878 witii much honour, thaugh withaut tiie
distinctions which wauld have been readily h, had he
posseissd a iratue capable of the. strain ai mare con-
tinuaus exertian. Entering Knox Calege, ta the.
professons and students of which h. was greathy
endeared, and discharging with marked fidelity and
success the. duties ai classical tutar in the institution
for tiie hast twa sessions ofi us course, h. campleted
uis thealogical studies in the spring ai 1881, and left
the city in a state aifiiealtii wiich excited the alanm
af iý sriends, and wiiici h. huisehi knew ta be ex-
tremely thneatening. By the advice ai physicians, h.
went in July ta Wyoming and Colorado, and for a
time he secmed ta receive benefit froni the drier and
more bracing atmospiiere ai that country. But the
benefit was only partial and temparary. H. returned
ta Canada in tiie earhy part ai January, and after nine
weeks ai ittle pain, but ai daily increasing weakness,
receiving througiiout the attentian ai tiiose ta whom
h. was very dear, h. passed peacefully away on the
morning ai Sabbath, thei îtii aiMarch.

Passing from tiie outward facts aifuhile, and
caming ta its inward îharacter, it appears that he was
anc ai those in wiiose case religiaus ile begins in very
eanhy years. Belon. hie was ten years ai age, the books
whicii appeal ta tiat lii. and nourish it werc favounites
with i. Belon. lcaving London h. made public
profession af ius iaitii in Christ, under the niinistry
ai the. Rev. Mr. Scott, ion whorn h.eciierished a warni
and lasting regard. I n 0ctober, 18 73, h. j oined the.
membcrsiiip ai tuis cangregation, and, with the. excep-
tion ai a brief intenval spent in Hamilton, h. con-
tinued ta b. connected with it until God cailed hum
ta a puren fellowship. In the earlier years h. was a
regular attendant an the Bible-class, and ta the. hast
ai his rsidcnce in tuis city h. was an carnest and
devout worsiiipper. Most ai thc studcnts ai aur
Church, as you know, cmploy the sumnmer nionths in
supplying with ordinances dietnicts which do flot
passcss scttled pastars. These manths, in the case ai
the deceased, siiouhd pnobably have becn kept for r.-
creatian. But the people in mare than anc Mission
station, caming ta know his worth, urgcd hum ta give
them the benefit ai uis services. In tuis way he
labaured for tire. montiis witii much zeal and with
the. very best resuits in London East, and an anotiier
occasion for a similar or penhaps longer period in a
subunb ai aur city. It was his ambition, almost his
passion, ta preach the Gospel ai Jesus Christ; and as
if ta seize and enjay, for however bnief a period, a
gratification ai whicii death was thrcatening ta rab
hum, he undertook in the month of Noveniber hast ta
give supply ta tiie vacant congregation ai Fart Collins,
in Colorado. 11e pneaciied uis hast sermon ta it an the.
ist ai january. A ministen ai aur Church, the Rcv.
Dr. Smithi, ai Kingston, going tucre soan aften hh d
het, bears testimony ta the. wonderiuh effect praduced
on a population fan froni impressible by that less than
twa months' ministry. H1e spoke doubtless as a dying
man. His message was one the prcciausness ai
which he icît in every fibre ai uis being, and he spoke
it with sucii tenderness and inning power that the
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