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SELECTIONS.

* Totar. ABSTINENCE—Monrnx 110MAGE 10 17.—The pa ty of Royal

Sappers and Miners who are to form the searching pirty 10 be
despatched on a boat expedition in <earch of Sir John Frauklin «nd his
party, in case no intelligence ot them show'd reach Fngland before
nieat spring, embarked on board the Pruce Rupest and W stminster.
The detatehment consists of ane corporal, 2 lanc~ cornerals, and 12
privates, all of whom have been eaamined by Sir John Richaidson,
and have been selected fiom Woolwich, Chatham, and Sandhusst, out
of a large number who volunteered for the expedition.  The instrac-
tions to the party are to land at Fort Jark, and prec-ed to the Comn-
1any’s station on the McKenzie River, where they are to wiater, and
in the event ot any unforlunate doubts still hanging over the fate of
the intrepid Arctic voyaeers, they will be joined by Sir John Richard-
soa in the spring of 1848.  The n.en are all to be teclotalers, that s,
no grog or pirils il be served out o them, but they will receive
double pay and rations, and will have an abundant cu: iy of petmmican,
or the dricd flesh of the Buffalo. Winter dresses, p epared from the
skin of the moosc-deer, are also provided for them, and very pravision
has been made to meet the rigour of the terrible cold they will
have to endure. The men are all accustomed to the use of brats,
which they will huve in conununal use on the McKenzie, and have
been selected from the trades of Carpenters. Smiths, &e.

ConrecTioN. —Professor Oimstead denics that he is the author of
the communication attributing 1o the Telegraph the power to prevent
thunder storms. He says, ¢ the idca that we shall have no heavy
thunder showers, or hear of hghtnng striking, as long as we have
telegraph wires spread over the earth, could no, { should suppose, be
entertained by any one who reflects how small 2 poition such strnc-
tures of art bear, 1n extent, to the ygrand operations of nature,”?

Tax Powir oF THE Press.—In the year 1272, the wages of the
labouring man were just three half-pence per day ; and at the same
period, the price of a Bible, weil written out, was thirty pounds sterling.
Of course, a common labourer in those days could not have procured a
Bible with less than the entire earnings of thiiteen years! Now, a
beautifully printed copy ot the same book can be purchased with the
earnings of half a day.

Jonn Axperson, My Jo !—¢¢ The clause inserted (in the new Eng-
lish Poe~ Law bill,) on the motion of Mr. Borthwick, for conferring on
old poar cauples in the workhouse when both were tnore than sixty,
an absolute right of living together according to the Jaws of nature and
veligion, was negatived {in the British Pailiament) withouta division ;
as also was the clause for opening to the public the praceedings of the
Board of Guardians. There was a time when men dreamed of alma«
houses. In fact, there were a good many in this country ; and Lord
Brougham is very weil aware that millions of acies have been laid
under special obligations, which they duv nat perform, for the decent
board and lodging of old married couples.  But the days are gone by
when an old Jabouring couple was thought worth its keep in 0ld Eng-
land. Young ladies shed tears when they hear Wilson singing ¢ John
Anderson, My Jo!? and laugh heartily and innocently as he descrives
the domestic wiangles of gudewives and gudemen. Poor things ! little
do they know that if their Pa’s calch such a piece of useless lumber
as a real John Anderson in the country, they forthwith clap on a
felon’s coat upon his back, and shut him up in a dismal waid, from
which he onry emerges to crush hem{) in a shed, or break stones in a
yard ; white his gndewsie is breaking her heart among a nameless class
of unfortunates at the other extremity of the prison.— London Times.—
Real John Anderson’s are seldom found living.— Ep. Wi,

Tue THEATEE AND STEEPLES.— An actor who had been engaged to
take charge of a theatre in a city which he L..d never visited, is said
to have remarked, as he approached in full view of the place, that
¢ he did not like the appearance of things—there were too many
steeples’—-quite too many to afford any prospect of success in his avo-
cation.’

Economicar Mopeor Cyrring CavriFLoweRs.—[ustead of cutting
off the whole head of a cauliflower, lcave a part on, of the size of a

oosebesry, and all the leaves; second, and even third heads will be
tormed, and thus they may be eaten for two or three months; when,
at present, by cutting the head completely off, the bed of caunliffowers
is gone in two or three weeks.

To Resove Dust o’ Motes ¥roM TuE Eve.~Fill a cup or gohlet
with clear cold water, to the brim, and place the eye in distress in such a
position as to be completely within the water in the cup ; then rapidly
open and shut the eye a few times, and the dust or mote will be im-
mediately washed away. Ifa cup or other vessel be not at hand, the
eye may be placed ir a spring or bucket of water.

To Fix AmyonicaL Gasks 18 Vaurrs.—The most eflectual sub-
stances that can be employed for the purpose of attracting ammonical
gases, are green vitriol or common copperas ¢(sulphate of iron) and sul-
phuric acid. A poand of either of these substances, diluted in a golion
of water and thrown into a vault, will immediately render it inadorous.

To -Creanse THE TReTH aAnD IMprovE TnE BrEaTH.—To four
ounces of fresh prepared water, add one drachm of Peruvian bark, and
wash the tecth with this water in the moming and evening, before
hreakfast and after supper. It will effectaally destroy the tartar on
the teeth, and remove the offcusive smell ansing from these that are
decayed.

Txfn’rcn.—On the roofs of houses, thaich may be rendered incom-
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bustible by a common flame, by coating it over with a mixture of
white.wash and alum,  Ouo pound of alum will suffice for five gallons
of white-wash,

Tue Distrincton oF Carponie Acip ix Rooms rroy Tur Bursine
| or Cuarcoat.— It is commonly supposed that the carbonic acid result-
| ting from burning charcoal in a brazier remains as a heavy stratum of

vapor upon the fleor of an apartiment as it does upon the floor of the
| “¢ Grotto del Cane?? and that no danger is to he apprehended in enter-
ing the apartment if a person stand upright 1 but this notion is seriously
erroneous, as the chemist can prove.  In fact, ag carbonic acid is
formed during the combustion of charcoal, it is materially lighter than
air, hecause 1t is of an exceeding!y high temperature, or, in other
words, rarified by the heai ; and, accordingly, says the « London
Builider,” it ascends in virtue of this thermal levity, and blends uni-
formly with the air of the apartment, while another curious action is
simultanrously ensuing, viz.: the charcoal, in order to burn and to
continnie burning, must have oxygen—i takes from the air to form
carbonic acid, but leaves the nitrogen, which is equally nephitical, so
that, in the course of a very sho:t time, if no egress he permitted for
these substances so inimical to life, the eutire volume of the air be-
comes thoroughly vitiated, and a person entering the apartment would
be suffocated.

GREAT Si2E AND LonceviTy o Locust Tuers —The ¢ Vegelabie
Kingdom?® of Professor Lindley says: The locust trees of the West
have heen celebrated for their gigantic statare. Martias represents a
scene in Brazil where some trees of this kind occurred, of such enoi-
mcus dimensions, that 15 Indians with outstretched arms could only
just embrace one of them. At the bottom they were 84 feet in cir-
cumference, and 60 fect where the beles became cylindrical—By
counting the concentric tings of such parts as were acceisible, he ar-
rived 8t the conclusion that they were of the age of Homer, and 332
years old in the days of Pythazoras. One estimate reduced their an-
tiquity to 2032, while another carried it up to 4104 years.

True C vatesy.— Manners,” says the cloguent Edmund Burke,
< are of more importance than laws. Upon them, in a great measure,
the laws depend.  The Yaws touch us here and there, now and then.
Manners are what vex or soothe, cortupt or purify, exalt or debase,
barbarise or refite, by a constant, steady, uniform, insensible operation,
like that of the air we hreathe in.  They give their whole form and
colour to our lives. According to their quality they aid morals, they
supply them, or they totally destioy them.

A New Currry.—[t is stated that a new cherry bas recently been
discovered at Metzel, in France, excelling all others for size, beauty,
and flaveur. It is a~Bigarreaun, and an enormous bearer. A com-
mittee of the Auvergne Horticultmial Suciety have examined the tiee
aud its fruit. They found some of the cherties weighing ten gramme
(six and a half penny weights) each; an average of eleven weighed
one-filth of a pound 5 an enaymous weight compared to other cherriex.
The fruit is oval, skin fine vermilion, and carmine glossy flesh rose
coloured, firm, though meiting, very sweet, stone small. The tree is
a vigorous grower, with giant foliage ; leaves measuring seven inches
long and four wide.

MancHEesTER.- The social condition of Manchester is peculiar. The
town lies somesvhat in circles—like the lines on the planof a city. If a
series of hines were described vound the centre, at respective raddii of one,
two, and three miles, theinnerm st circle would inclnde the mercantile sec-
L.on, and the principai shops ; the second boundary would inclose the great
ficlories, and the dwellings of the great mass of workers in them ; the
third would marh off the suburban residences of the menufacturing aristo-
eracy. Unlike every olher Jarge city in Lingland, Manchester has no West
End: a fact which has a most important bearng upon the social condition
and domestic character of 1ts puncipal inhabitants.  ‘The reason of thia
singu'ar anomally—w luch is much more fi ]t and regretted by the open air
living contmentalist than by oursclves—is, the smoke, which untit very re.
cemly was poured in a poisonous stateout of a thousand monster chimneys,
renders the lown itsell very unhealthy as a constant habitation; and thernich
have rushed outward 1n every direction in search of purer air,and spois
where flowers might giow ; hence the suburbs, which are all more or less
piciuresque, or beautiful, are covered wuh splendid villas and noble man-
sions surrounded with ampte aud culivated gardens. The entrance into the
town on every side is charming. The dwellings are most handsome and
isolated, like the palatial residences of Rome ynder ibe late Cxsars; but
this very fact prevents social intercourse amongst wen so busy that they do
not leave business titl late inthe evening. People live too for asunder to visit
after the houss of rest; and hence euch family is thrown back upon itsown
resources for enjoyment. Every domestic circle becomes a little world,
complete within iself ; having tew, and requising sone, of those factitinus
sources of amusement which the metropolisso plentifully supplies. Rewer
ten keep houses, but more men keep homes, there, than in the average of
places. This airangement was the re-u't of individuality befose noticed as
cha:acternistic of the fine old race of Manchester merchants ; the result of it
is, that the domestic virtues ourish, and home pleasures—musie, seading,
conversation — ave in the ascendant; any frivolities, almost inseparable
from wealth, ..c kept ata distance, and the hearth is really hallowed by
the presence ot those ol whose being it is the tiue and natural focus.

A Fomupang larortaviox—New Inskcts.—In meny wstances, says
the Cork Canstitution, the Indian corn which was kculed or become injur=d,
teems with swarme of lutle repuiles or 1nsects of different varictics, some
shaped like aats, athess o diminutivo beeties, which make their way into
all the houses in tho neghboutrhoad of curn stores, and have provad an ex-
ccasive.unnoyanm:, from t!xc_ir 1\um})cr§, as well a8 the venom with which
they bite, and the migchietf they inflict Ly catiig plants und Jeaves in
gardons,




