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HISTORY AND FORMATION OF TIE
ENGEISH LANGUAGE.

DY JAMES RUTCIISON, M, A, M. D,

(Continued.)

The followlng passagoe Is from Johnson's ** Lives of
the English Poets,” written In 1730, and forming tho
Yast of the literary labors of "*onc who has dono cs
sentlal scrvice to his conntry by fixing its lungunge
and regulating 1ts moratity.” It occurs In bis *“ Life
of Addison,” when speaking of the Intreduction of
Addison's ¢ Cato * upon tho stage amidst the plaudits
of both Whigs and Torfcs. \Words of forclgn origin
aro in italica.

“The unirersality of applause, however it might
quell the censure of eommon mortals, hiad no other
¢ffect than to harden Dennls in fized dislike; but bis
disliko was not raerely capricious. He found and
showed many fauw/ts; ho shewed them Indeed with
anger, but he found them with acuteness, such as
ouglit to rescus his criticism from vblition ; though at

last it will bave no other Hife than {t derives from the | I

work which it endeavours to oppress

The following six lines, taken from Byron's de-
scription of tho destruction of Scnnacherib and his
liost, are made up of words of English origin only-

‘' And the eyea of the :loexiem wazed deadly and chill,
Aud thelr hearts but onco beaved and 1urerer w still,
And there ) Ay tho steed with his nostrils all wide,

And through them thererolled not the breath of hh pride;
And the foam of his gasplng lay white on theta

And cold as the spray or tho rock-beating surf.”

In the Lord’s prayer, consisting of fifty-cight
words, there are only thres of forcign origin

The following classes of words are ot Eoglish
origin:

1. Words expressive of tho earliest and dearest
conncctions, as father, mothier, sister, brother, hus.
band, wife, son, daughter, kindred, fricnds.

2. The names of most of the objects of nature, as
sun, moon, carth, sky, stam, fire, water, (nir isan
exception, belng of Greek’origin).

8. Words expressing tbe diviefons of time, as day,
night, morulng, evening, twilight, gloaming, sunset,
sunrise, spring, summer, autumn, (of Latin origin).
Wiater, * the fall” (the Amcerican namofor at:ituma),
TAe names of the montA are of Latin origin.

4. The names of the common objectsof thio animal
and vegetable kingdoms, as dog, horse cow, calf,
pig. The three 1ast arc of English origin whilealive,
but when dressed up for food they take the names
of foreign origin, viz.: beef, veal, snd pork. **The
Eoglish fed them, their Norman conquerom afe
tbem ”

&. The pames of parts of the body, as head, liand,
cye, ¢ar, moutb, shoulder, clbow, etc

8 Words expressing bodily action, postures, ete ,
ag stand, run, leap. crawl, koeel, walk, cte.

% Most of the words denoting our daily actions
s cut, bake, brew, sall, teach, learn, ee)!, plough,
s0W, reap, cte

8. Mast of our natlonal proverbs, as All'swellthat
cads well; A rolling stone gathers no moss

9. Most of thie words expressing invective, humour,
satire and colloquial plessantry, as bditter, grin,
lazy, cte.

Tho words adopted foto the English Iangunge from
Tatin directly, or srdirectly through the Freneh, way

° dbe divided Into four classes:

1st. Those words introduced by the Romans them-
sclves during the first-four hundred years of the

Christian cra, whilst Britain was underthe dominfon,

of the Romans. These are called tho Latin wordsof
the First Period. They are such as caalra, a camp,
and places 80 named desote that the Romans bad
encamped and probably scttled there, e g., Pors
mouth, Chester, Laucaster, Colchester, Mancbester,
ctc. Portus, Bridport, Strata, (strata via), a street,
chiurch Strellon, (it is on the *Great Roman Road, )
Colonia, Lincols, Pons TFontefract ~broken bridge.
Fossa, a ditchortrench, Fossway, Fosbury, Vallum,
a rampart, Wallbury.

2nd. Those Introduced by Augustine and his sue-
cessors.  They aro chbiefly ccclesinstica), as chalice,
clolster, mass, mioster, {(monasterium), Westminster,
Loom'tnater, xnll,(palllum), provost, (pracpositus,)cte.

3nd. Those Introduced by the Norinen conquerors,
conslsting chicfly of law terms, cte.

4th. Those that have been Introduced sinco tbe
renalssanco or revival of letters to the present time,
as momentum, appendlx, vertex, phicnomenon, ete.

Tho following examples wiil illustrate tho changes
which take place on these words whichrcome Indi-
rectly from the Latin, that {s to sy, from tho Latin
through the medium of the French language. And
it will be noticed that almost oll words of this class,
in passing from Latin to Freuch, suffer epocope, or
the loss of their final gyllable, oz ayncope, or (o Joss
of thelr middle syllable, with changes and transposl-
tlon of letters.

L

Tho consonants ¢, g, palatals, d, ¢, and dentals, are
omitted, when preceded and fullowed by a roud, and
the final ayllabls is rejectad.

Latin, French, English.
Publicare, gubliam) Eubllor. to publish,
Duplfcare, 5 upllnrc) oubler, o double.

reeard, Pmr) prier, to pray.
Insvidere, avierc) cnvier, to cnvy.
Periculum (pcrlulum) petil, peril
Oculus, (oulus) oil, eye.

This syncope fs pecutiarly noticeablefn themodern
names of persons, pluces, rivers and towns, as Au-
gustine — Austin; Benedict — Bennet; Eboracum,
(Eorac), York. Rhodanus, (Rloan), Rhone Me-
taurus (Meaur) Mame.

II.
An interekange ot vowels takes place,
Latin, French. Englisk,
Armare, ermer, to arm.
re, errer, to crr.
TRomanus, Romain, Roman.
Humanuf, humalp, Juman.
L
C tatlon of ¢ t
Cooperire, couvrir, cover.
Oaunablc canevas, canvas.
Scparare, sevrer, to sever
IV.

Latin words are, in many cases, changed into
French by prefixing the letter ¢, which ds again
omitted, in English.

Sperare, esperare, (dc)spair
Status, ctat,
Spcci(:w. specics.

espece,
JI'is sometimes prefixed elther in French or Eng-
lish.
TUlulare, lurler, to howl.
{ Audire, ouir, to hear,
Latin verbs frequently become French by emitting
the fipal e

Anzare, armer, to arm.
Errare, crrer, to eI
Punire, punir, to punish.

Words derived frum the Greek are chicefly of a
technroul character—they are applied to the aris and
sclences and 1o abstract qualitics.  Some of them
retain their original plarals, 2 sign that they are not
fully jucorporated into I-:n"llsh. Apbclion plural
apliclia, pl , plural } ; dogma,
plurnl dogmata; 1alasma. plural mla.smatn, cantbaris,
plural cantbarides. The number of words which
have been adopted from the Greek withortt change
aro comparatively small. Tho following chauges of
termination usually tske placo when a word from
the Greck becomes naturalized in Euglish.

The tcrmioation @ is changed Intoy, ftus into
icor écal, ismos into ism, istesinto isf; and ogos jnto
ogue: as prosodia -ioto prosody; mcchanllu, me-
chanic or mechanical; aphoriemos, apliorism; soph.
ister, sophiet, demagoges, demagogue,

It was intimated at the last rcgalac meeting of
the St John. School Board that the toachers cm-
Ploycd on the staff sbould in future bold themselves
n readiness to bo transferred from school to school
whenever deemed advissblo in the interests of the
86TTiCO,

Tnre Exccutive Committee of the Educational
Instituto will meet at the library of tho Normal
gchool ,Fredericton, on Tuesday, the 29th {ust, at
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“TRAINING OF CHILDREN.

Tho-old proverb ¢ As tho twig is bont tho treo
{s fuclined ™ §s just as truo to.day nz over.  Bomo
persons eay-that it §a botter (o Jet chilldren grow up
with littlo or no tralning, and ultimately thoy will
mako better men and women. In certaln cases, not
in tho great majority, this may bo all right 8omae
children require little or no training oxcopt theex.
amplo set by thelr parents and clders  Others
again require incessant and ekilful training to di-
rect them'in proper patha.  Why is this training

yt The g 1 .tendenoy of youth is to
follow aftcr pleasuro in somo form or other.  Un-
lcss they arc watched they often carry perfectly
legitimato pastimes to excess. Hero, then, is ono
dificulty, Excess in onc leads to othier excesses.
Fach timo an injury ie dono and the fecllng grows,
It i», therefore, very pecessary that someo check
should bo placed upon children even in what
tightly used produces no harm.

If children are brought into contact with evil
ang good influcnces for tho samo length of time, I
think it must be admitted that the greater number
will actually follow tho evil rather than the good.
1t a man starts down hill with a wagon hic will find
that cach succecding stop increases the velocity.
Just eo is it in tho downward course in life If
tho samo man attempta to draw tho wagon uphill,
ho will find that cvery step has to be contested, bo
must battle manfully to the cnd. Likeswiso if we
would lead a good and moral life we must ever be
on tho alert to ditelt onr courso aright. * Thero
scems to be somethiog enticing in regard to evil
deeds  No self-denial is required. The exhilarat-
ing influéhce overcomes us and wo fancy-that wo
are enjoying pleasure unalloyed.

I will nuw endeavourito show eomo points that
require a speclal attestion,

First—Companions cxert a wonderful influenco
on children. Parents, then, should bo very careful
in choosirg playmates for their children. Perhaps
this may scem ridiculous to some, but I emplasizo
tho statement that parents undoubtedly aro the
oLly nersons to choose companions for their chil-
dren  If they fail to exerciso their-authority in
this respeet, probably, beforo many years, they will
820 tho fatal mistake they bave made. I do not
mean to make any distinction between classes inre-
gard to this. The minister, the wealthy merchant,
tho lawyer, and many others of whatare considcred
the higher classes aro just as apt to havo children
that are guilty of swearing, lying, and pumerous
otber faults ds the common laborer or working
man. The amount of monoy a parent posscsses
18 no guido. If a mioister's child 1s of a wilful
disposition, his inflacnce will have moro effect than

‘the samo disposition would in the child of the

workingman,

Second-—Children should be taught to be gener-
ous ard unsclfish. If a child receives u présent of
fruit, for example, it should bo taught, not ordered
or compelled, to divide with other members of the
family. Graduzlly the sclish feoling will dioowt,
and attention to others, which weso much admire,
will grow naturally,

Third—Obedience to those §n authority shoold
be fasisted upon from carly childhiood. We. often
hear pareats say, Icant get my boy to'do a cer.
tain thing, he is so stubborn. Who is responsiblo
for this? Parcat, younow sco the lack of eatly train-
ing, when that will should not have beea broken,
but only guided over the shoals and. rocks in .o
strzight and narrow way.

Fourth—Children should .not be allowed to ask
focessantly if o cortaln thing csn bodons How
often wo seo a child usk to go to & certain placo
and tho parcat at first refuses.  The chlld persists
in askiog, by-and-by tho parcnt says ** gosand don't
bother me," or somethiag of the sort s not tuis
cocoursgiog willulness? A parent should not an.



