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TUE KING's MIRROR.

The King's Mirror will ascuredly be a sore trial to rnany
of Anthiony llope's admirere. iRich in ideas, brilliant
exceedingly in dialogue, it is yet faultily constructed and'
is at times even lackinig in interee3t. Jn spite of these
failings, f rom the first of which ail Anthony Hope's stories
suifer, the book undoubtedly contains sorne of his finest
work. We have said that it is lacking in interest, but this
iis perhaps due to the fact that we have corne to associate
its author mr especially with the writîng' of romacn
art in which he has no living equal in England, and that we
regret the dispersai of bis powers in other lines ; for The
King's Mirror is most emphiatically not a romance. The
sadniess of a life's failure'and a certain cynicismn of age and
despair pervade the book. It is the tale of a young man
told by an old one, whose eyee, neyer more than haif chut,
are wide open now to the world anîd its vanities, and in
whose grasp its sweetest f ruit lias turned to bitter ashles ;
it is the story of a mîan infinitely weary, whose weariness
the reader i2 at times coinpelled to ehare.

The story is simply that of a king's life as seen f rom the
inside, the teller being the king himself. The psychological
interest of the book consists ini the fact that the character
of the king is twofold. H1e is in truthl not one but two
personalities, the king and the mnan; and the two find life
together a thing grievous and liard to be borne. The key-
nlote of the book is struck in the first chapter, where the
boy-king je crowned and the king-boy flogged for dis-
obedience on the evening after hie coronation. Then
follows the period of education at the bands of biisIltwo
maker>3," two finely contrasted characters, Cyril Owen-
the Bayard of chivaîrous devotion to bumanitv-and
Hamîuerfeldt, the Bismarck of the vaguely German
state in which the scenes of the drama are laid. In fact
thiere is mnuch excellent character drawing, Wetter and Var-
villiers being, after the king irnself, the most conspicious
exanîples. The constant confiict between the king and the
mnan continues, and the firet act ends with the victory of
the former over the latter in the renunciation of hic passion
for the Countess Von Sempach. This is followed by a
period in which "lpleasure proteets" and the buman side of
the king's character is for a short time to the fore. Finafly
the complete absorption of the man in the king is reached
with the fa'nily compact (we can bardly eail it marriage)
with bic cousin Elsa. One attempt he makes indeed to
combine the characters of husband and lover, but it is in
vain. Love i.4flot to be thought of between them, tbey
muet content themeselves with a matrimonial alliance. So
the mian dies, only IlPharaoh lives on."

ilMagic shadow shapes" on the background of eternity,
"heiplese pieces of the game" upon the board of life, whiat

have we to do with emotions andi passions? Among the
crowd perbaps bere and there one may be happy but for
the king there only rernains the counsel of Marcus
Aurelius : i"Willingly give thyself up to Clotho, allowing
bier to spin tby tlhread into whatever things she pleases."
The illusions of life are gone for ever, and life without
illusions is eînpty indeed ! "lIf there was no God," said
Napoleon, Ilwe shiould have to invent one." If love and
self-sacrifice were ijot, we sbould bave to persuade our-
selves somehow of their existence or life would be unen-
durable. Unbappy ai-e they who have no ble8sed illusions,
who can neyer find their bliss in ignorance!

What remains 1 To learn tbe I"art of fallingp soft."
With iaughiter many evils become endurable. "As flues to
wanton boys are we to the gode," and the buman fly lias
the advantage of smiiing at the vision of ite own aheurditv

when the wings of illusion have been snatched away.
Angels may weep, but the cynic eau laugh ; and the

8pindie of Clotho whirls relentlessly on. Such is the king's
philosophy.

But after ali-here let us quote the king's remark to
Struboif, the.unhappy pianist,-" What are »Il these fine
spun miseries with which we afflict ourselves 7 To be empty,
to be thirsty, to be cold-these are evils. Was ever any
man, welI fed, well drunk, and well warmed, reallv miser-
able li Reflect before you ans wer, Struboif."

H1e drained a glass of champagne, and, 1 suppose, refiected.
"If he had his piano also"-he began. "Great Heavens!

1 interrupted with a laugrh." Tis.
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In consideration of a grant of $75.00 a year this space is set aside for
the uvse of the Convocation of the University.

The following is the programme of proceedings in con-

nection with the Annual General Meeting of Convocation:

Ivesda1 , (ctober 241h.

3.45 p.m.-Opening of new building of St. Hild a's College.
4. 15 p. n. i-Conferring of degyrees in Convocation Hall.
8.00 p.m.-Con vocation Service in Chape], with sermon by

the Rev. C. W. E. Body, D.)., D.C.L, of the General
Theological Seminary, New York.

Wednesday,, October 251h.

7.30 a.m.-Morning Prayer.
8.00 a.m.-Holy Communion.

11I.00 a.m.-Business Meeting in Lecture Room 12.
1.00 p.m.-Lunich.
2.15 p.m. -5.15 p.m.-Business Meeting resumed.
6.00 p.m.-Evening Prayer.
7.30 p.m.-Annual Convocation Dinner.

The report to be presented hy the Executive Committee
is an interesting one, and other matters of importance will
come before the Meeting, notably, (1) llow best to com-
memorate the Jubilee of the University in 1902, and (2)
How to increase the number of resident students.

The following members of the Executive Cominittee
retire by rotation this year and it will be the duty of Con-
vocation to fill their places:

Prof. Montgomery, M.A.; C. S. Maclnnes, M.A.; Rev.
A. U. DePencier, M. A.; Rev. W. H. White, M.A.; C. A.
Heaven, M.A.; G. L. Smith, M.A.

Excellent arrangements are being made for the dinner,
which, it is hoped, wili be largely attended both by old
graduates and by the men in College. Cards of admission,
$2 each ($1.50 for present students of Trinity), can be had
from the 11ev. G. F. Davidson, who is tenîporarily acting
as Clerk, pending the election of a successor to Mr. Bedford-
Jones. Lt is expected that among other guests at the
dinner will be Mr. Gilbert iParker, who will also be one of
the recipients of the degree of D.CL. Honoris Causa at the
Convocation the day before.

The Corporation of the University will ineet on Thurs-
day, October 26th.

LECTURES, 1899-1900.
GENERAL STA'FRMENT.

The Convocation of Trinity University offers courses of
lectures upon various scientific, literary, historical, art and
other subjects to the residents of the towns and cities of
this ]Province, subject to the conditions stated herein.


