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which can correet their overy error, support
thewr gvery trial, anl guide their avery per.
lexity.

1t is delightful to think of the many thou.
sands thue engaged in every quarter of the
world, and could we hut bring into one view
the manifold blessings which have resulied
feom their labours, we should then appreri.
ate, in all its intensity, the gool which this
Sociony fias bren the means of effeeting.

The funds by which the cauee las boen
sustainedd next demand our obeorvation. It
was not until the fonrth year that tho receipts
wero doubled.  Tho Saciely was largoly and
liberally supported in Scotland.  Cengrega
tional colleorions wero recommended by the

eneral Preshyteries, An examplo whicl wae
ollowed by the whole Wesleyan body in the
year 1811,

‘The total oxpenditures has reached nearly
£4,000,000, s'erling, a sum, indoed, noblo
and magnificent, it consiered by iteelf, bug
a mero unit if wa contrast it wuli the outlay
of a singlo war, or tho annual expenditure
in Great Britain for articles of luxury alone

But of this large total a considerable a-
mount has arisen frem Irgacies,—a species
of income uncertitin and fluctuating it is true,
but we think it will bo found on comparison,
that no religious inatitution in this country
has fared moro largely than the Bible Socie-
ty from this source ; an:l wo ddeduce from
thisfact an inference,—viz, thar the ohjeet
which tho testators cherished and advocated
in life thoy remembared with stil deeper in-
terest in tho anticipation of death—that the
feeling clung to themto tho end: and we
would fain hope, that, inthe caso of many
it proves that thar Word which was theit
consslation in tho hour of their greatest need
they wero anxious should  have the widest
circulation, that others in like extremity
might find its anfailing  support and pence.
apeaking power.

It would appear that, out of the 43,000,000
of copics which bave beon cirenlated over the
whole habitable world, n~ less than 17,000,
000 have been cireulated in the languages
spoken in tho Dritish Jslcs, ani, whilst many
have found their way to overy portion of our
(*olonial Empire, tfoubtlcss the far larger
number havy been dispensed at home  “Lho
modu of thoir circulation has Leen throush the
valuable nid of our ditlerent auxiliaries,—a
statement which it would be easy to confivin
by multiplied instances, did time permit. We
would, howuver, refer with confidenca to the
records of Liverpool, Newcastle, Nottingham,
Birmingham, &c, &, most of which towns
were connecteld with the Parent Institution
about the same period.

It may, perhape, be well to state a little
more it full the circumstance which led to
that unprecedented demand. In the year
1846, somo friends visiting Blackpool, a small
watering-place on_tho coast of Laneashire
whilst deriving invigoration from the refresh-
ing sea-breezo, and wandering upan the beach,
cast their eyes along the villages which deck
that line of ¢oast, and the thought occurred
to them whether the inmates of thoso hiouses
were possessors of the Sacred Word ; acting
upon the thought, they made u visitation,
opened a sals for the Scriptures, formed an
Association, and,erea few months closed, they
had circulated 1,800 copies in that limited
district. A person from Manchester, who
had- witnessed the success, and had greatly co-
operated towards it, returning homo shortly
atterwards, conferred w.th a few friends like-
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minded with himeclfin that great cily, and a Bibles and Testamonts have been issucd to
determination was made to offer the Scrip- 2,096 schools.
{ures amongst the jinmenes mass ofoperativer  Nor are our seamen overlooked or evon
who crowd the various mills and factorics — our emigrants.
Tho result far oxceerdad all anticipation, for  Tho Morchant Seam v's Bible Sowety for
thg iseuce, which had for somo forw yoars bo- the River Thames will, by its clironicles for
fora“beon limited to 5,000 annaally, but in thirty-four yoars, furnish abundaat proot that
the ong immediately preceding that of which thoy are not forgotten, Evon during the
wo arg naw speaking had amonnted o 15, past twy years, no fower than 33,902 virils
000, suddunly reachod, in one month, 20,000 ; weors m:ufu Ly our Bibla-boat to vessels with-
antl, in the six months, had oxtendad o 80,- in tho lmit of the port of London, when 19,
862; so that, befora thy closo of the year in 300 copica wero som Moro than 2,300 of
which thy mavemont was made, tho soral - theewo wero thus placed in the hands of foraign
sies had consitlerably excocded 102,000 co- soamen,—in _ the hands of many, who, had
pies. thay wishail it, could not have supplied thene
Since that time there hag been a distinet selves in their own country, such as Spani-
nFonry establiched, and each year bas shown ardy, Dalune, &, &c. In this port alona
the continued prosperity which atlends it have 174,933 copics heen supplied to our va-
The results, too, which have ollowed this ex- rious seafaring peopla.
tensive distributions are highly gratifying  Nor have tne cflorts beon less at Newcas-
whon you walk the street o% that thriving tle, Liverpool, Bristol, Plymouth, &e. &e.om
city your eyo is not offentod by any exhib. Your Committen are fully alive fo the pecu-
ition of gross drunkenness or immorality, liar claiins our seanon possess to symnpath
neither is your car offended by the sound of-%nd cara; cut offy by the very natura of theit
obeconity “or blasplieny  ‘The cnllendar of lifo, from thuse helps to devotion which ariss
crimy has become greatly diminiched, the from the services of the sanctuary, they have
number of 1t ditfercnt placcs of worship at- ndeeper need that tho Wond should be brought
tost the provalence of a religious feoling, and  migh unto them ; s0 that whilst bey sse the
the crowds of willing worshippers in the pre- vorks of the Tord, and 1his wonders in the
sent sancturios indicatos 2 paramount re- deep, ther hiearts may be drawn upin com.
gard for the Word of Truth, Whilst the munion, and they may acknowledgo with con-
throng that miuster in tho ample dimensions filenca Ilis power, who can command the
of the Frecetrade Hall at tho anniversaries of winds and they obey 1lim, and can say umo
ite auxiliary, and the loud and heartechieer. the waves, * Peace, bo stll, and unmehiate-
ing ccho which responids to the assertion of ly therc iv a great ealm.”
the supvemacy of Scriptures is no doubtful ~ To the London City Mission, too, have
augury for goodl in days such astheso in your Commuttee gladly rondered their assist-
which we liva ance. More than 50,000 of copies of tho Scrip-
I might also memrion the result inthe vo- turcs have been consigned to the caro of the
nerable town of fieicestor, whoee halls wore several Missionarics, to be nsed by them as a
made memorable for the cloquent advorary loan stock  Thio need of such a stock will be
of Roburt Hall, and Robinson and Vaughan, read:ly admitred by those who kuosw that ono-
Not fusver than 80,000 copics have left sts des seventh of the entire population of London is
pot and cven now a re-division of these dis. Irish in jts extraction. ‘These, asa general
trics lias boen entered upon with zeal and e- ruie, being  Ruman Catholics, are prohibsted
nergy. by sheir prinsts from possessing the Scriptures
Ta every class in this country has the be- and their ignorance and indifference make
neficence of this Society been extended  In them yield a ready obedionce.
its carlier days, aols and convicts, the poor, A large proporsion of our operatives are
the sick, and the degraded, were approached indoctrinated in tho prinuiples of infidelty,
with its bestowment; many a calpnt, in lis and live totally unmindful of all religous
solitary cell, has felt the power of the Sari- claims.Under theso circumstances, 1f the Bible
our's voice, whilst the sick man on his pal- Lo nut bruughtunsohicited,there woull mnan-
let, whether at the hospital or in his prisate ly speaking,be no movement towardsitsattam-
home, has heen chuored by ita kind words of ment.To such partics, therefore, these dovoted
solace, To the peacantsin their scclusion, men lend & copy for a month,or longer,as they
and the artizans in their hives of industry,as deem oxpodient.  Upon each return of their
well as to the barracks and the battleficld, vist, they carefully inquire for the copy thoy
hasits inission been made known.  Thousands had left, that they may trace 1f any use has
of copies have been cireulated amungst the been madeof it In many snstances, the tem-
prisoncres of war, porary possession has produced the desire for
Frenchmen, and Spanards,Dutch, Swedes, the permancnt, and 1none  djstrict nloue,
and Portagaese, when ressdent amongst us, dunng past year, notless than 52 beads ot
have been presented with copies in their own  fanulies wers induced to become purshasers
tongue. Not fewer than 80,000 prisonors of by weekly instalments.
war wero thas supplicd during dheir period of ~ Yoor Comunitee feel an especial sympa.
exile in England. thy witls thig Missionary Institution ; its ba-
For the benefit¢y ¢ young, large sacn. sisisas broad as thew own; and it 1s pleas-
fices have Leen made, grants have bevn libs. ang to them to know, that between the nising
rally bestowed wherever schouls have be:n and setting sun, on six days of every weck,
formed, and in many Junddy  neglected that goodly band of 234 men read more than
hainlets is seen the stamp of your Sotiety m 1,000 portions of that bLlessed Word, Ths
the hands of those whu are tuo poor to pur- grant, also, 13 not limited to London, but Bir-
chaso. Not less than £30,000 has been ai- mingham, Manchesier, and  Liverpool, are:
ready sunk in this one item. Not even yet freels furrished- .
is the hand of your Cummittee stayed from  To tue Ragrged School Union, grants bave
giving. No application, where necessity is frequently been made; and i the succesy,
manifest, is sen. empty away wehich has attended all these philanthropic ef-
Since the sppropriation of &' special fund forts, your Committee cord.ally rejoice.  No
for grants to gehools was established, 118,387 fewer than 18,000 children are pow recuviving .



