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itself, and when viewed by the uniniti-
ated ! But what a world of facts, social,
moral and political, it unfolds to the
careful analyser !The germ of nations,
the seeds of the decay of kingly races
are written in1 its dry, speechless col-
umns!

What would we not give for a 'week's
bill of health. of Thebes under the great-
est of its Pharaohs ? of Imperial Rome,
thickly clustered round the palaces of
the worst of its Coesars ? We cannot
hope to look on these, but we rait pro-
vide the means by which so keen a re-
gret may be spared posteritv, as far as
concerna our own country atid our own
era.

The Apostolie Fat hers. By BEy. GEORGE
A. JÂCKSON, New York : D). Appleton
& Co. Toronto : Hart & Rawlinson.

A LITTLE, volum1e, attractively bound
and well printed. To those interested
in patristic lore, and who have not much
time to devote to extensive reading, tho
work will be found very useful. Divin-
ity students in particular may use it with
profit. The value of the writings of the
old Christian Fathers, however, is purely
historical. As interpreters of Scripture
they are unreliable and differ froin one
another even more widely than do the
great scholars of the contending sects of
P'rotestantism, while from a literary
Point of view they are inferior iii a
rnarked degree to the heathen produc-
tions of their day.

Mfr. Edward Arber', Englisht Re'prints.
London : Edward Arber. Toronto
Willing and WVi1iamson.

FI&W individ nais have done s0 much
for the English scholar as Mr. Arber,
tecturer in English Literature, etc.,
Loridon, England. The residents of the
elonies are, in particular, indebted to
him . for, hy his efforts, they are enabi-
ed to provide themselves, at a trifiing
Colt, with reprints of works the originals
Oif which are as valtuable for their intrin-
lic Inerits as for their rarity, even in
'ýDgland. To be worth anything, Eng-
li8h literature mnust be studied from the
O)riginal8 ; no second-hand knowledge
'ýaI replace the effect of immediate soul-
CO1ntact ; and, even had Mr. Arber not
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laid us under a debt of gratitude by lis
scholarly prefaces and general commen-
taries, he deserves more, probably, than
most editors, the thanks of ail studeiits
of ' our wells of Eiglish undefiled.'
Mr. Arber has published at his own risk,
and at a surpri8ingly low rate, the lesa
known or less easily obtainable works
of fromn forty to fifty authors, extending
over a period of more than five cen-
turies-from the reigu of Richard I. to
that of Queen Anne. Amongst these
we may mention The Monk of Evesham,
Tfhe Paston Letters, A scham's Toxophilits,
Latimer's The Plouqhers, aud &ven Ser-
mons,; Ralph Roi ste r Doister, Totie'., Mis-
cellany, Ascham's, Scholemaster, Gas-
coigne's Steele Glass, Gosson'. School of
A buse, Lydy's Euphues, Sidney's A stro-
phel and S~tella and Soiiets, Selden's.Table
Talk, Ruleigh'sLast Fiçjht of the Revenge,
Earle's Mierocosmography, etc., A
few of the publications are of interest
possibly to the literary antiquarian only,
but no man who professes to be an Eng-
lish scholsr can afford to be without a
set of the reprints, the whole fourteen
volumes of which may be bouglit, post
paid, for £2 6s. sterling. The Etiglish
.Scholar's Library, of which eight num-
bers have already been published-price
13s. 6d.-is also an invaluable contribu-
tion to our editions of early English
classics ; and An Eiaglish Garner, in-
tended for general readers, contains
mater of inestimable importance to the
student of English literature. The
writer of this notice, who has studied
with delighit most of Mr. Arber's publi-
cations, heartily recommenda the series
to the lovers of Englislh literature in the
Dominion who desire to have an inti-
mate acquaintance with the many phases
of the national development of the
Mother land.

The most expensive and, to the gener-
al reader, the least interesting of the
Reprint4, is A Transcript of the Companiti
of 8tationers (f Loiidoit, En gland, which
contains aIl entries relating to books,
the career of individual printers, binders,
publishers, and other mnembers of the
company, and items affording data to-
wards the history of wages, prices of
food, etc., in London. The Transcript
Repriint ends with the opening of the
Long Parliarnent, as this date is a dis-
tinct and definite turning point in our
printed literature, and the period select-
ed comprehends the culmination of Eng-
lisli action and thought. To quote from


