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Ail three ut' thiese rnaiîuscripts are

flow so well known ta schiolars tlîrough-
out the world tliat no description is at

ail xîecessary for theîîî. But there are
nîany others interested in dte Bible who
would like to know more than they do

about the way in which il has corne
down ta us froni the early days of
the church. Foi thieir sakes a few words
about themi niay be allowvable hiere.

i. 'llie oldest col)y of the Bible or of

any portion ofi h knowri to be in exis-
tence i!: now believcd ta bu the Codex
Vaticanus which as the naine suggests is
lodgYed in the gieat Papal library at

Rome. It is a thick c uarta volume of
about 750 leaves of beautiful thin vel-
lm, written on boîh sides, three col-

umns ta, a page. Tlhe original hand-

writing is uxquisitely neat, but, as the ink

hiad fÏaded witlî time, miost of it lias been

traced over by a later hand in blackLr
ink with thicker lines, desîroying ta santie

extent its beauty, though of course

making it more casily legible. The style
of writing is what is known as uncial or

rather initial, that is, a sort oi sinaîl capi-

tal, every letter being fornicd separately

and as nuarly a, pissible al] oi the sanie

size, except at the cild ul- the u,

where they are frcqueritly smnaller iii or-

der ta get a certain number into the
spc.There wa inost, noîliing cor-

responding ta punctuatian as it szood

originally except a slighlt space at the end
of a sentence and a widcr one at the end

of a paragraph. Nlany stops, however,
have been înserted by the later pennian.

'l'le words are not separated fiomi eachi
other nlor is any effort miade ta coin-

lalete a word ai the end af a Une. Hence
it realuires saine little practici- and a troI-

erably good acquaintance with the Ian-
guage tu enable onu ta read it at al
readily, so as ta niake sense. Tevl

umie ariginalîy contained the whole Bible
in (;rcek, but considerable partions af it
are nîîssing bath at the beginning anîd

end, which are now replaced by the cor-
r-onigportions fromi a much later

nmanuscript of quite a different character.

This volume is known ta have been

in the Vatican library since about the

niiddle of the fifîcuili century biut its

previous history is wholly urimecorded.

It is generally supposed ta have beeiî
làrouglit by Cardinal Bessarion front

Constantinople at the timie when that

ciîy feul mbt the haîîds af the Turks, and
lie wiîlî niariy of his compatriots migrated

ta Western Europe: bringing their learn-

ini" and thvir literary treasures ta enrich

tue Latin Churcli. There is nothing ini

the volume anywhere naw Ia indicate

whien or where or by whonî it 'vas writ-

ten. 1 is age, li'wver, caxi be pretty ac-

curateiy deterned froi the style afi us

exccution, anîd experts are aliiiost unani-
mous in reierring it tn the first balf of
iliu f.'urth century, or within a iew years

t)ive ounicil ot'Nice. It is known that
tue- estalishiment oi Clîrisîianity by
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