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THE RESOURCES OF

RRITISH COLUMBIAL.

valley to the depth of 675 feet. The coal lias nat
heen veached, althongh the prospeets forit sre good ;
but it may be vers deep in that loeadity,

From the energy and enterprise of these ditferent
coal companies in cnrving on their works sd open-
ingg out new coalmines, thus investing a Luge amount
of eapifal. we may expeet a considerable inerease of
the output of coal duriug, the vear we are now com-
mencing. A these works will doubtless soon audd
very lageely to the ontpat of conl of this distriet, and
cause stieh an intiux of worken as will give 2 fresh im-
petus to trade ad contrilte in no small degree to
the sceneral welfire and llrns‘writ.\'ofﬂn- Provinee.

The coal winex gave employment to 874 persons,
whose salaries ranged from F2.350 10 35 per day.

THE KOOTENAY COUXNTRY.

The Kootenay Country hegan to aitinet attention
on aceount of the discovery of rvicls alluvial mines on
Wild Howsee Creek in 1863,

A tlonting population floched into this hitherto an-
Kuowa region and were surprised to find that they
traveled through xome of the most enchanting Lud-
seape seenes: lage, Jevell grassy plains, with rm-
ning crecks of pelueid water, fringed with willow boy-
ders: foot-hills aboundinge with the vics bunch ggass
peculiar to that partion of this continent.

The rush of goldeseekers, feverish with the fiving
reports of the richuess of Wild Homse Creck, ereated
a dearth of provisions. for thogh the country was a
packer’s paradise =high mtoex of frdght and abuan-
danee of feed for the mules: 3ot the men ontuum-
bered the supplies, aud the consequenee was, that
many nen had to o out and Cspread themsehves,”
some Jivinge with the Indians some fishing and living
an “the wazzle of their guns™  Oue party of 60 or
70 went up ta the head  waters of the Calumbia,
haiilt themselves houses for the winter, fished, tmp-
ped. and <hot deer, beans geese and the farfamed
Rocky Mountain sheep, whaose horns alone will some-
tines weigh 35 pounds : and thas they waited for the
Spring reezes amd warm sun<hine.

At length < Farth st her Winter-chains.” the
hax< returinal to the eamp. packstamins uggan to come
i dat it had faned 31 with these who were ahbliged
to stay on the Creek. Same whe had sevreted their
provisions eame ont 2 in the Spring, bat many whe
had cne down to Revaolds carmal to weleonme in
the first tenin, smiled their approval of Dakin and his
flonr Lt they had nat steength to et up a g,

The diggings however turmed ont well zad mest of
those who had wintered there made 2 good hiaul,

. though al ane time 3 their disties they wonld gladly

2 oor [V oa peund for flour, and

“one earge was sold for $230 a peand, telacen

Tat 315 aud eats bevmme a0 reveguized  wmedinm

*of exchange, anvene  planting a few gounds of

- oats on the connter could et anvthing fie wanted hat
foord.  Opium T have seen sold at its weighi o gobd,
or $190 5 povind.

et - .

. have given

The ereck and benches paid well up to Gold-Hili
Tunnel, when thesupply seemed to seatter and come
from every divection,

Several tunnels were driven —notably the Perse.
versee fo tap the back channcl, awnd these elaims
were afternards worked from the surfuee, making the
tumnel carry the thame and washing evervibingg right
through.,  Other hydraulic cltims were then opened
up aml paid well, as for instanee the Nip and Tael
which has been warked continuonsly to within a vear
or two,  Several other ereeks were afterwards pros-
pected ad gomd vesults obtaind.

Perry Creck. a braneh of the St Manry's, tarned oms
well; and Finlay Creck. both from the Selkivk Rangee.
the laiter pever havings been muels workesd on s
count of the diffienlty of bringing in water on the
vocky benehes: ut that conntry has not been lalf
prospected, sund may tuim ont lots of goldld vet.

The scene has changed ; abnudaaee of lour and
bacon ean be had there as cheap as in Victorin and
2 person to seo now the splemtid valley of the Ko
ey, e hardly conceive of the distress whicl ov-
isted twenty vears ago, for want of the staft’ of life,

On comingg to the river above Galbmith's Ferry, the
open termces of huneh grass and river baottom lands
are dotted with eattle; the long streteh of apen conn-
v mostly good amble and, without timber i the
vallea, will make ane of the most desisabie vallevs
the Provinee when milway communication or mereased
population affonds a market for the prasduce. The
nhale of the magnificent valley from a0 few mmles
alwove the fermy to the Columbia Lakes—abont 5
one long streteh of farmingg land, auld
at the eroxsing of the Rootenay, just helow whepe st
st from its magnificent rvocky portals @ so nearly is
it ana level with the waters of the Lakes, that a
plough furrow would carmy the water acress the nile
or two of thinly  timbered meadows from the Koot
enay ta thie head of the Columbia,  Strking up toa
spur of the Rockirs we see the headwnters of this
ighty viver, aml come upan the apper reaches of

mitles—1s

this extensive lnenstain- plateass from tie e add,

The elinate here i milder than would e e
agzinesd persible on the slopes of the Rocks ~JMou.
tadus, bt man be pudeed  from the fact of steck hav-
g wintered there  In 667 b Lawd
and and  since v the eatthe owners
withont a hite exeept the geass, and weze it for the
Imtcher gz before any eanld be diven into the
min, fram other quar.ers

Farther to the east amd down the vver foom the
wines the valley ‘wideis ont again into the Tolaew
Plains, a vegian of unlimited grazingg capacity, to say
uothing of the spleanlid farms avaiting a enltivages
alouy the viver Ioftomn lands amd at the mouths of
e hmnch stens, as Shoep Creck, S Many's, Bk
River.ete.  Below the tolacen plaims the fiver cnters
Unit States tervitary with a large sweep pasdsg
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