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the Government of Great Britain, thon within
the harbors or waters of the United States,
immediatcly and without any elay to depart

fomthe same, an d intcrdicted the entranceof
&Il the said harbors and waters to the said
,gamed vesseis, and to, ail others bearing coin-

>missions under the authority of the British
Govenmen." *This, in its bearing, was a

hostile nwasure; for, ut the saine time'that
,this interdiction of Brnitish vessels was pro-
claimned, the ficts of France had free access
to the ports from which their enemies were
thus imperiously excluded. And this step
.was taken, before the President knew in wthat
'igbt the ,British Government would vicw the
act of its officer. The proclamattn was, to a
considerable citent, a retaliation, of the vie-
ience complained of, for, by the suddcn stop-
pauge of supplies, it cause d nes aal inconve-
nience and privation te many ofi. .L essels
at that turne in the harbours of the United
St.ates; whilst at the very moment when thls
method of self-redress was put in execution, a

* demand for satisfi 'ction and reparation . ad
been deSpatched te, the British Goveminnt.
That Governmsent, before any suit for satisfa.c-
tion had reached it, disavowed the act on the
.ground that l'the right of scarc *h, when ap-
plied to vessels of star, cxtended only"to a
ýrequiaition but coul.d sot be carried into ef-
fect 4y actual force." Captain llumphries
.was rccalled and Admirai Berkcley suffered
.iiÉ severe disgrace or being superseded. In
this frank and honorable spirit did theBritish
Géovemnrent,-beforc ose word ofeemplaint
or expostulatien had becs borne across thse
'Atlantic,--prom'ptly and spontaneously testify
their concers at the mistaken procedings of
their officer, and their cordial desirc te maie
reparu.tion. It will bc apparent we think, .to
evcry oe that their treatinent of the affair
eiihibits, in a vcry strong light, thse Presi-
dent's proclamation as a mensure preratuve
and usjustifi.able.

BRight of Scarch,t In th.e American mer-

* .mcnican Weck(y Rcgùt!cr, 28th Sept., 1.811.

SExtract frein Mr. Slheffcy's speech in th.e
IThuse of Rcprciientàtives, on thc bill te Wise an
additional inilitary foree-January, 3, 1e8l :"-He protàited igainat waging a war for the
protection ofany other than native bors American
seamen, or those who vere citizens whentlth inde-

chant service, about the time of.the war,,thero
,wAe bçtween thirty andfiîfty thousand of oir
scamen cmployed, Many of them desc.te,
and liableitô be reclaimed as such; and, ýas.to,
the.rcst, their irnprcssrncnt was just.as lawful
from a merchant vessel of the UJnîtcdStates
as an.English vessel; for surely their having
sought the service of the United States,-
probably for the vcry purpose of evadling that
of their own country in the hour of.peril-did
not absolve them from their allegiance, nor
render nugatory the established lawof nations,
that Il every State has a right to, the services
of its subjects, and especially in time of war."
On the. trial of the men taken, frora the Chesa-
peake, it was shown that three of them were
unqucs.tionably Aincrican citizens, but that
thcy h ad entercd the service of Great flritain
voluntarily : t he fourth, who, was convi cted of
piracy and mutiny, and for these crimes
banged, was a native Blritish subject.

Wecan readily understand that Arnerican
seamen, whether native or naturalized-an-
guage, garb, appearance, and other character-
istic peculiarities bcing the same in both cases,
-nay have been now and then mista<en for
British seames, and, as sucb, impresscd
into the service of Great Britain ; but there
is positively no pro« either that the im-
pressment was made with wilful disregard
of ascertained origin, or that the inistake

pendence of the country was achieved. It was
cnough to proteet them while they rernain wkthin
Our territories. Within these we liad a right to,
makke regulations. But *0 Lad *no ýîglt te maire
regulations os the oceas, which would confliet
with the pre;ensions of ail civilized nations, Xh<
claimed the allegiance of their native boem sau)-
jects eitherby the- divinie right-of the goyernors,
or by implied compact. Rie should flot inquire
whetber these dlaims Wcre compatible wilh the
rght.s of man. 1.t was sufficient that they grewr
out of the establislied usages and principles of
civilized kingdoms, which we bhad no right Ï6
controvert, out of Our own Eîmits. lie wouici
therefore flot protect any othér tban satuxa! Am-
enican citizens on thc ocean. Wc did mot den'y
thé right of Englind to searcl for property; she
went further, and claimed the privilege of searcli-
.ing for her seames. The sinfflarity of our mnas-
sera andilangunage occasioied'hér te' abbise the«
privýilege in Somoe cases by thé impressmnent ofomir
seamen. This was flot an abuse of prniple but
of ho.nor. .Asd before we go te war with herfor
àrspressment he would make her thii offce:le-
would igree sot 'tolet any ïnan enter oîur mer-.-
chant vessela but a saturai citiien of these Unit-
el siates.!'


