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mentioned of the British vessels hauling off
to repair damages.  Again, Captain Porter
endexvours (o insinuate that he was attacked

in & ncutral port, although confessing, a
duzen lines above, that he was unable to re-
cover the common anchorage.

in the performance of their respeetive duties
and gave an earness of their value to the service;
the three first are too young to recommend for
promotion, the Iatter T beg leave to recommend
for cenfirmation as well ag the acting licuten-
ants, and Messrs. Barnewally Johinston and
Bostwick.

Ve have hoen unfortunate, but not disgraced.
The detencs of the Masex his not been less hon-
orabie to her officers and erew, than the capture
of an equal foree, and 1 now consider my situa-
tion less unpleasaut than that ‘of commodore
Hillyar, v o, in violation of every principle of
honour amd generosity, and regardless of the
1ights of nations, attacked the BEssex in her
crippled stater within pistol shot of neutral
shore s when for six weeks I had daily offered
him fair and honorable combat, on terms greatly
to his advantage ¢ the blood of the slain must be
on his head, and he has yet to reconcile his
conduct to heaven, to his conscience and to the
world.

My loss has been dreadfully severe, 88 Killed
or have since died of their wounds; and among
them Eeutenant Cowell; 89 were severely
vowstded, 27 slightly, and 31 ave missing ; mak-
ing in all 154, killed, weunded, and missing, a
list of who<e names is annexed.

The profss~icnal knowledge of Dr. Richard
Hoifman, acting surgeon, atd Ductor Alexander
Montgomery, acting surgeon’s mate, added to
their iduity and the benevolent attentions
and assiztance of My, DL P Adamg, the chapluin,
saved the lives of many of the wounded, those
gentlemen have been indefatigible in their atten-
tions to them s the two first 1 beg leave to re-
commiend for confirmation, and the latter to the
notice of the department,

T must in justification of my~elf ohserve, that
with our ~ix tweive pounders zlone we fought
this activn, owr carronades being alaest use-
Jess.

The loss in kitied and wounded has been
great with the enemy: among the former is the
first licutenant of the Phaebe, and of the latter
captain Tucker of the Cherub, whosc¢ wounds
are severa,  DButh the Essexand Photbe were in
2 sinking state, :and it was with difficulty they
could be kept afloat until they anchored in

"alparai:o next morniag.  The battered state
of the B:cex, will, I helieve, prevent her ever
reaching BEngland, mid Talso think it will he out
of their power to repair the damages of the
Phaebe 50 as to enable her to double Cape Horn,
Al the mastsand yards of the Phabe and Che-
rub are badly crippled, and their hulls much
cut up; the former had eighteen twelve pound
shot through her below her water line, some
three fect under water. Nothing but the smooth-
ness of the water saved both the Theebe and
Essex.

I hope Siv, that onr conduct may prove satis-
factory to our eouniry, and that it will testify

it by obtaining owr speedy exchange, that we
may again have it in our power to prove our
zeal,

Commodore Hillyar, I am informed, has
thought proper to state to his Government that
the sction Iasted only 45 minutes; should he
have done so, the motive may he easily discovered
—but the thousands of disinterested witnesses
who covered the sarrounding hills can testify
that we fought his ships for two hours and a
half; upwards of fitty broadsides were fired by
the cnemy agrecable to their own accounts, and
upwards of seventy five by ours; excepting the
few minute, they were repairing damages the
firing wus incessant.

Soon after my capture I entered into an agree-
ment with commodore Hillyar to disaym my
prize ihe Dssex Junior, and proceed with
the suarvivors of my oflicers and c¢rew in her
to the United States, taking with me all her
officars and crew. He consented to grant her a
passport to sceure her from recapture.  The ship
was small and we knew we had much to suffer,
yet we hoped soon to reach our country in
safety, that we might again have it in our power
to serve it.  This arrangement was attended
with no additional expence, as she was abun-
dantly supplied with provisions and stores for
the voyage.

1n justice to commodore illyar, I must ob-
serve, that, although I can never be reconciled
to the manner of his attack on the Essex, or to
his conduct before the action, he has, since our
capture shewn the greatest humanity to my
wounded, whom he permitted me to land on con-
dition that the United States should bear their
expenses, and has endeavoured #s much as lay
in his power to alleviate the distresses of war
by the most generous and delieate deportment
towsrds myxclf and officers and crew; he gave
orders that the property of every person should
be respected—his orders, however, were not
50 strictly attended to asmight have heen ex-
peeted : he~ides being deprived of books, charts,
&e. &., both myself and officers lost many arti-
cles of our clothing, some to a considerable
amount. 1 should not have considered this Iast
circumstanee of sufficient importance to notice,
did itnot mark astriking difference between the
navy of Great Britain and that of the United
States, highly creditable to the latter.

By the arrival of the Tagus, a few days after
my capture, I was informed that besides the ships
which had arrived in the Pacific in pursuit of me,
and those still expected, others were seat to cruize
[for me in the Clana seas, off New Zealand, Timer
and New Holland, and that another jrigaie was
sent to the River la Plata.

To possess the Essex it has cost the British
governnient near six illions of dollare, and yet,
sir, her capture was owing entirely to accident;
and if we consider the expedition with which

naval contests are now decided, the actionis-a



