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To hume ecmmre, %vlieme tàtttîîml of strife
No more ean vex the Cliiet and wvife.
Enraged, the Ir'quiois scarcmed cach place
But ail ilu vain tlheir fraudec chase.

* Great Kiov %vas the brave 1 îu nî~ma?ý

1-1gli 'm1101g Irquilois rose I luronl finir.
Tmeir wvarlikeC power was îast belief :
Gifîs rich aud rare from 1r'quois' chief.

* Choicesi lîresemhîs, Al t bat Could pleasc,
Thle muucb vexed nuanes to appease

(il lsi Ojtica l tu.oiis sent,
And nuw ilie Tribes, on peace intent,
R'ests Ibyeildaga from the fray,
AmIi, ebief kecome, tireiares the wav
A trcaty's struck tîmat aye iu -,oig,
\Vill bligmesti lianl faille prololng.
Th'is tale is truc, brave ludfians say,
And johns, full umany a long (lay,
In bealtît sutrvived bis pîassing race
That lime %Vas destinied tb efface.

1-4TPtJCIANS AN!) P1,EIJEL NAS

HE position held l'y the

Speople, towards the pa-fr I tricians, or highier
j. ii I ~clss of Ronme, wvas a

v" ery inferior ane. The
atter alone had politi-

cil righits Each, pa-
* trician acted as patron to a nuniber of

clients attaclied to hiimu personally, and
whose interests at 'as his duty to protect,
while the client liad in return to render
himîi certain fixed services. The patricians

* also were exclusively invested wvith the
honors of priesthood, the care of sacred
things, thie administration of justic'., all
civil and military prefernients, and the

* right ta pass the final decision on what-
ever the kii:gs rnighlt refer ta their tribu-
nal. Hence arose that deadly jeaiausy
wvhich for so long a tine existed bettveen
these two classes. Besides tbis great dif.
ference in the authoritative powers of
eitber class, ilicre 'vas the v'ast dispropor
tion hetween thecir respective fortunes
ncarly ail the ivcalth and lands of the
republic were in the hands of the pati-
cians, wvhercas miost of ibe plebeians suf-
fered frani paveiîîy and distress. 1'heir
iisery wvas also Prteaîly aggiravaîed 1)y Ille
oppressive usuries, a result of ille law
of thle debtor and creditor. Accordingly,
the plebs arase in niutiny andi deînanded
that the Senate do at once deliberate
'vith resp)ect ta thcir gricvances.

'l'ie finit concession reccivc(l by thc
plebs 'vas the sup&îîfor the tinie
being of the effeci of the laws with regaid
ta insolvent deb)tors %it ta counteract

tbis, there wvas chosen froin among the
ranks of the patricians, one wvho wvas, in
seasons of great peril, invested with the
powver of a suprenie niagistrate, wvbose
authority should supersede every ather in,
the nation and (rani wvhose decision
there ivas no appeal. TIhus wvas the
office of dictator establishied. The
first ta bc raised ta such an exalted
dignity ivas Spunius Lartius, in 49S B. C.

A shortw~hile afier, fresh dissensions
arase beîtveen the twva classes cancerning
tbe hitiierto unsettled affair of insolvent
debtars and tbeir treatmnent. Large nuin-
bers, bathi of thîe arrmy and people, driven
almosi ta despair and seeing theni-
selves unaided by the Senate, %withdretv
frani the city andi encamîîped on what is
naw knowvn as tbe Sacred INouint. A
depuitatian of ten wvas sent ta effect a
reconciliation and the reîurn of the
seceders. TIhe principal niediator relaîed
to the people the ccle:br.iîed fable of the
Sîornachi and the Linibs. They under-
sîtood itb r.onncctioni wvit the question at
ssue and Nyere soon indtîced ta, consent

ta treat 'vith the Semiate, wvha granîed a
full acquittaI ta the insolvent poor and
an entire abolition of their (lebts. But as
a security ta preven tihe recurrence af
sinîilar evils, the plebs asked and ob-
îained that ttvo af thecir number should
be electcd annually, ta wlîoîn they inight
appeal for assistance and whm> ilould watch
aver their interes.9s. Sucbi was the arigin
of the LIebeian 'l'ri bu ics. *Fheir pawer wvas
ai îerards increased and the riglit af in-
tercession, %vhereby they could put a veto
on any public businessl., was, vesîf-d ini
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