10 KOSMOS. [March,

tions of memory.” “God is not necessary only to my concep-
tion of morality. His existence is necessary to the existence of
obligation.” I know God by “a combination of intuition and
experience, which is Kant’s condition of knowledge. If there
be a God, our imagination would present Him to us as inflicting
pain on the violator of His law, anll lo! the imagination turns
out to be an experienced fact. The Unknowable suddenly
stabs me to the heart.” I believe in the uniformity of Nature
only in the sense in which I believe in every other high pro-
bability—for instance, only in the sense in which I believe that
the sun will rise to-r... ow. I lelieve in God in the sense in
which I believe in palu and pleasure, in space and time, in right
and wrong, in myself, in that which curbs me, governs me, be-
sets me behind and before, and lays its hand upon me. The
vniformity of Nature, though a very useful working hypothesis,
is, as Professor Huxley admits, unproved and unprovable as a
final truth of reason. But “if I do not know God, then I know
nothing whatsoever,” for if “the pillared pavement is rotten-
ness,” then surely also is “carth’s base built on stubble.”

There was a certain perceptible reluctance to follow Father
Dalgairns, which lasted some couple of minutes. Then we
heard a deep-toned, musical voice which dwelt with slow
emphasis on the most important words of each sentence, and
which gave a singular force to the irony with which the
speaker’s expressions of helief were freely wmingled It was
Mr. Ruskin. “The question,” he said, “ Can experience prove
the uniformity of Nature ? i, in my mind, su assuredly answer-
able with the negative which the writer appeared to desire,
that precisely on that ground the performance of any so-called
miracles whatever would be really unimpressive to me. If a
second Joshua to-morrow commanded the sun to stand still, and
it obeyed him, and he therefore claimed deference as a miracle-
worker, I am afraid I should answer, ‘ What!a miracle that
the sun stands still 7—not at all. I was always expecting it
would. The only wonder to me was its going on.” But even
assuming the demonstrable uniformity of the laws or customs




