« THE CHILDREN'S RECORD. - - . . ~ 133

-

A MICRONESI}(EUST IM. seemed to have decided the_ matter. He
‘o ¢ took off the shirt, rolled it carefully to-

h gether and tucked it neatly in his ear-
A curious custom have the Micronesian | ring ! ‘Then he swam across, .holding his
Islanders. When a person 1s yet a child | head high gbove water, and not a whit

‘ a hole is made in the lobe, or soft part of | the worse for the voynge was the shirt.
the ear, and something is wedged into it | When these natives learn frov our. mis-
to keep the hole from closing as it heals..| sionaries that this cruel and hideous dis-
From time to : figurement of
time this sub- their bodies
stance is re- is not pleas-
moved and a ing to their
larger and still A Heavenly
arger quanti- emahi Father, they’
y of material ¥ do the  best
used, until .. they can to
the time a remedy the
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) youth. grows %: wrong  They
to \manhood - no longer de-
his eavs have coratethe

i been stretched large. loop of.
| *  and stretched P tHlosh, hut
i ", untilthey B hang it up
| hang far down £33 : b, AR over the _up-
; uapon  his 3 B IS LoeG o SR CNEETETIT ee part of
i shoulders. B 31110% e the ear!

We should o~
‘; not  consider - A PROMISE.

this very orna-
mental, but a
‘ Micronesian
; thinks himself
; finely dressed
K when he has a
large ring of
polished shell

Nellie had
= & habit of say-
<~ ing *‘Promise
me.” Oneday
she had asked
Mamma ifshe
migut have - a

! fitted into . A MARSHALL ISLANDER, birthdav' par-
each of his e e ty. When
i poor, distigured ears. mamma  said “'yes,” Nellie said, ‘Please

These rings are sometimes used for the pm’nnse me, mani:na.’ “(:Vl-)y. ’1:101110, " said
urpose of carrying articles which a na. | IAIPMA, Tyes 1S a promee.
fiwp cannot cu)nvegnicm})’ tahe in Lis "I know it " said Nellie, “hut when you

. bands. o ysay ‘I promise, it mukes me feel so sure.
' : Do any of curlittle folks kn« w a prom-

For instance, Captain "Rrpav -save he | ise of Jesus which begins “*Verily 7’ Ask
once saw a man who was sufficiently civ- | soue one what that means, and see how
ilized to wear ore garment made of cloth.. | many promises you can find which begin
It was a cotton shirt. The native wished | in this way.
to swim from one point of land to anoth- Never forget that A promise is a very
er, but the precious shirt must not be | solemn thing, and when you maké one be
wet. After thinking a few moments he | sure that you keep it.

.

/

2
.




