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RAMABAI.

You are used, girls and boys3, to your
zchool-roomai and black-boards, to your
zatchels and books, your slates anîd pecils.
Maybe you think it liard, soinetinies, that
you have problenis tu solve, beundaries te
learn, andsentences tu p11rse. But how-
would it seeni to you to bte awakened frein
a sound eleep, every nioraiuig bofore day-
liglit, to learn a lesson iii Sanskrit, tlîat
ancient and niost dîficuit language, faînil-
iar to but few, and those, usually, etinent
scholare?1 To learn Sanskrit is a greater
task than to learn Oreek, and a niucli
greater task tlîan te learn Latin.

This is what a lîttle Hindu girl nained
Raniabai liad tu do. Suie ivas awakened
every înorning before the day dawned, for
lier Sanskrit lesson ; this being the vnly
timie lier iiiother could sp)are froni Iiouse-
hold cares tu teacli lier littie daughter.

Tixeir dwelling mwas on the inountains,
iii a foreet clearing, and there were wild
aninials in the jungles ail about tîei.
The first nighit that Rainabai's voung
inother spent iii* that solitude, befure they
liad aîiy house at alI, she lay upon the
ground, wrapp)ed in a cotton qliilt, treinh-
ling îvith terror ; ineanwhile lier hushand
watchied until daybreak, keeping off a
great tiger which prowled about thîein ut-
tering hideous cries. After tlîeir home
was built, the husband, who.was a Brali.
mîin priest, and also a very wise and good
nian, taught hie young wife Sanskrit, be-
cause lie loved the poenis written iii that
Jatîguage, and wished lier to enjoy thein
'witî in. Su. when Rainabai was six or
seven yearis o7hge, bier iîjother, in turti,
tauglit lier little daugliter Sanskrit, from
lier own lips, without any book. We are
told tlîat " The little niaiden, heavy with
aleep, was teîîderly lifted fri hier bed
upon the earth, and aruused with niany
endearmients and sweet mother-words ;
and then, wbile tlre birds iii the forest
about thera were chirping their nîiorîiing
songe, the lessons wex-e repeated."

The father'a dwellingLplaee in the
niouintains came to be regarded as sacred
by the people, and atudents and pilbgrins

souglit out the Iearned priest. Ris hospi-
tality and religious duties. involved huîn iiin
delit ; and by the tiîne Rainabai was nine
yearis old, his Iproperty wfl5 80 diinînished.
that the famnily were obliged to give UI)
their home, anci to wandler about froni ouo
Iocality to another, as pilgrinms tiienîselves.
So we have to think of Raniabai, flot onIy
as the child istudent of Sanskrit, but as a
little pilgrinî girl, roaîniing up anîd down.
the earth, freîîî the tinie 8110 was niîîe un-
tiI slie was sixteeli -honmeleas and ofteîî in
waint.

Ranmabai afterward became kîîown as a
Sanskri4-selolar and lecturer. She ier-
ried a graduate of the Calcutta University
but iii lesqs than tiwo years was a widowv
witli a littie daugliter of lier own, iianicd
Manaraîna, mieaîîing Heart's Joy.

Her love of ec3ucation %vas so great. tlîat
she then wcîît to England and entered the
college at Cheltenhiani, wliere she becaîne
Professor of Sanîskrit, and at the saine
tini6 studied iînatlieniatics, îîatural, science,
and Eiîglish literature.

111 1886 shie came tu our cotintry and et
the tiime of this writing, she is stili here.

Slie lias a lofty pIurp)ose. It ie tliet
Hindu girls3 shall bu educated-fully,
aiîilly educated ;and iliat with their
studiles they shall also learni to be teaclîcrs,
<'overnesses, nur-ses, and lieut;ekeelpers. -

rom - Ram«?iibai," by àf(t)y L. B. Braith,
ùt St. Nicholas for Aiugist.

SORROWS OF HEATHEN CHIL-
DREN.

.NELLIE--* Dear nie, tluis lesson is 89
bard. Kittie, dont you wish you were a
heathen sonietinies? 1 do.

KiTrY,-Nellie White, you ouglit tu be
very nîiuch aahanied of youiself. That is
a sinful wish.

NELLIE--I didn't mean to be wicked.
1 only th<.uglit what a ice time littie hea-
then girls miuat have without any hiard les-
sons or multiplication table to lear».

DoRA. -I do't think they have near as
nice a tinie as we do have liard lessons.

Kxrra.-I don't want to be a heathen.
Our paipas aud m naienas love un, and
are glad to have us; but iii india the pa-


