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C. The Intercession of Abraham sets forth the principle of Mediation between Gon and Man.
N.B.—-All Mcdiation and Priesthood are exercised by Cumist. (1 Tim. ii. 5.)

Tirst—ITe Himself is Ifigh Priesf. (Heb. iv.15) ., trust Him,
Secone—His Ministers are Ministerial Priests. (1 Cor.iv. 1) ., respect them.
Third—His People are Lay Priests.  (Rev. i. 6) ., walk worthy of your voeation.

Gleventh) Sundap affer Yrinifp. (Surrevser 1.)
Iswyer—The Wild Man.
Passage—=Genesis xvi. 11, 12, and xxi. 9-21.  Text=S. Luke i. §0. Hymns—91, 572.

Picture : Three stages in the life of Ishmacl.  1Ist. An intruding babe. 2nd. A rude boy. Jid. A wild man.
A. The Child of the Desert.

L Iis after history. 1. Reconciled to his brother at his father’s grave. (Gen. xxv. 9. Compare xxxv. 29.)
2, Died in peace. (Gen. xxv. 17.)

II. His descendants a continual annoyance to the Israelites (Gen. xxxvii. 28, &c.), like the other four bad
sets of cousins—Moabites, Ammonites, Midianites, Amalckites.

II1. Other men of the wilderness.
1. Another Ishmael.  (Jerenmiiah xl1, x1i))
2. Elijah. (2 Kingsi. 8.)
3. 8. John Bamtist. (S, Matt. iii. 1))

B. Spiritual contrast between Ishmael and Isaac.

1st. Of wihom is Ishmael a type?
(a) The child of the Jewish Chureh in bondage under the Law, (Gal, iv. 22,
(0) The rebellious ounteast, when in misery, cazed for by Gov. (Gen. xxi. 17, 18; DPs. xxvii. 10.)
(ci-'.l‘hc persecuting son of the flesh.  (Gal. iv. 29.)

2nd. Of whom is Isaac a type?
(a) Christ—despiscd, envied, perscented by the Jews His Brethren.  (S. John i, 11))
(¥) Christians—~tocked and abused (1) by their brethren in the Jewish Church. (Acts ii. 13; viii. 1.)
{2) by their brethren in the world. (1 8. Joha iii. 13.)

C. Lessons to be learnt from all the characters even in this evil history.

First=From Abraham—to keep your househiold in oxrder. (1 Timothy iii. 4.)
Sccond—TFrom Sarali—{0 cave for a child trusted to you by Gon.  (Lixodus ii. 9.)
Third—=From Hagar—to submit to hardships in your home. (S. Matt. x. 33.)
Foursh—FErom Isaac—to expect rudencss and cruelty. (2 Tim. iii. 12))
Fifth—Irom Ishmacl—to cry to Gon when in need. (8. Johu xix. 23.)
Sixth—TFrom the Angel—to be kind to naughty children. (8. Matt. xviii. 14.)
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