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Iîeavv' tiiîauicial out]ay necessary. 1I,
theit turiîed to lawv. It M'as ab)out thiý
tinte tlîat ]li wrote bis best known wvork

Thaliatop.sis Il (a view of deatt>. Eigh
teC'n \'e;us of agye at tbe tilie of its Coin
Position, lie kept it ini bis tiesk for fou]
year's, wlîen it '-vas publisbied luti n or
Aniri', Rerpo'u. li 1815 lie was calledl
to the Bai, and began at Barriiigton al
pî'actice exteîidîiig ovcî texi years. Dur-
ilig this period two important eveiits in
bis life oceuî'ied: lie was inarried and
lie pulislied bis first collectionî of poeiils.
Botît venîtures wei*c successful. lit 182,5
lie Nvas persuade1 to give up bis lucrative
law plactice to, go to New York to de-
vote iiiiîself t<> literaturie. Acurditigly,
lu 18'25, lie aceepte<i the positioni <f edi-
toir of the New York Be'rieu'. Next Vear
lie ri'Ct''et the appointilieitt of assistant
ûdito' oif the New York Pvunq1ost, aL
paper witb wbiclt lie îeillaiîîed connîected
tili the tiîie of lus <ieatl. iThe reiaiiideî
of lus life passed ou uiieveîîtfully, being
occupied by tbe performnîuce of lus edi-
toriai laliois, anîd by the effort te ilui-
Prov~e bis iniîd in study anid trave]. Il iS
poetical labors neveu' ceased, aîîd poelis
kept lowiug frot bis pen. Of tbese sev-
eral lLppeare(i it the Tlsaait aimual
iii whiclb lie waLs iitterested frontî 1827 to
1830 ;otlîeis w'ere publisbed iii inalgl.
zîltes, aîid afteî'wards collected iii book
forîî in 1832. Ait Eîîgiisli edition, witlt
ait introductioni by W'ashinigtonî lviîig,
wvas quite successful, winiîîiîg the praise
of so severe a ci-itie as9 Johnu Wilsoni,
of l/ackirood's 3ia9aziie. Betwceeî the
years 1834 aîtd 18<67 lie miade six trips
to Eur-ope, aîîd was imiproved lîy ]lis
study of its people, languages, aîîd ln-
stitutionis. He also travelled it Cuba,
aiîd in lis own country. li ail titese
jourlieyiîigs lie wrote to the 1>08t letters
whli. were widely read at tbe tiiue, aîîd
huave silice beeu publislued lu 1)o0k foruu.
Like al] bis prose tlîey are cleai]y, simîply,
caî'efully anîd eiîtertainiîigly writteît.

ElAs lie grcw older luis iunfluence grew
s gîceat, anid nto literary or iustlietic ulier-

takiuîg 'as considered coliplete xvîtlout
luis support anid Co-operatioti. wbieî, iii
1864, the Ceîîtury Club of New~ York

*teiidei'ed hm) a receptioiî on bis sevpu-
tietlî biîtlday, the literary nueit aîîd
woîineut of ail] Anuiricat were deligluteil te
be present, or te senti tbeir words of con-

*gratu latioîî to Ihlmi wltonî they aUl re-
garded as "'a higlu-priest at tlte altar of
nîatur'e, siîgiîug its pi-aises iii mîîst bar-
il (ii ous l5iiiuilbers. '

At at lige wvli îîost meni look uponl
titeir life's work as l>rlcticlLy finislied,
Br-yanît was stili in bariiess, îtsitg luis
guvîît eîigiîîe, the I>os(, ili favor of good

goer iiîeî talXi pubi c iioral ity lior did(
lie vease luis poetical labou-s, tluougbi lie
probaliy tluouglit luis powers were failiiig,
as the foliowiiug wvords, wrîtteîî iii aitswer
to IL reuiuest for- a poelli, seeit to iudîcate:

-'Besiies it is tluc Dccciber of life with ie.
I try te keep a feu, flou-ers in pot8-mnere re-
mciuraiuees of a mûre genial season whuich. is
nom, wit the tlîings of the )iast. If I have a
carnuation or two for ('hisi8as, I thiîuk miyself
foi-tuuate. loti write ais if I hiu> uîotlîing te (Io
iîu fiilliig yoîur request but tu go oîît and
gatlier iiîder the hedgcs anid luy the brooks a
bouquet o)f ftowers that spring apouitaneieusly,
anîd tlurow uuîon yoîtr table. If I ami to try,
wiiat wouid you say if it proved te be oîly a
littie buîulc of clevil-staiksanduu withered leaves,
whichu îîuy diin sight had mnistaken for fresh,
greeni sprays anud lhlossoinuu? "

It Nvas tis coniiCousiess, perluaps, tliat
itduced Iiiiii to devote hulliself, li luis
seveuttietît year, te translation -a work
tîjat does miot tax the miind so unuclu as
does origitnal poetry. Ili 1870 appeai'ed
luis tranislation of Hoîuîer's "Iliaid," and
iîî 1871 luis "OdIyssey" wats pttblislîed.
Botlî tîtese works have takezi a lîigh
place aîîuoîgst the inaty translations of
these epics. iThe poeins, however, that
lie procluced duriîîg the last yeaî's of ]lis
life are iii no way imferiot' to ]lis otie-
wvoi.k. Biis ,'ceiiteiiiiini ode," " The


