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Aunniversary of British Colum-
bian Methodism.

With thix monuth comes round the 4isg
anniversary  of  the  estabhshment H
Methodizm in this provinee, and the odie
tors have endeavored to make the pres-
uit number ol the
interest o enr readers with referen e
to that ract,  With the ipsce of time,
the beginnitgs of great movenents aad
sreat anstitutions e moee earnestly -
quired ingo; by the tine the ceutennay
rolis round there will probably be a hals
willion Methodists in this provinee who
witl wint to kuow all that et by to'd ot
Bryant and Robson, and White and Iiv
ans, and Browning and others, of e
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early hervoes who did such self-sueritici iy
work on this coast.  Already there ar
many thousands who will most eage™'y
reid anything  written  of carly
days; we are geaterul therefore to o
able to present sueh reliable historicai
arlicies as wmny be found in thisc issne,
together with portraits and other cuts
indieating the past and present of onr
work.,  Our first page presents the likee
fieas ol onr venerable friend, LRev, (M-
nelius Beyant, who no longer ago than
1856 was the one solitary member of the
Methodise chureh in the eolons. Now we
have a membership of nearly 5,000, al
a following which can hardly be les,
than 20,000 o 25.000. The three ap-
pointments established in 1859 on arn-
val of the missionaries, have grown into
i Conference with seven distriets and up-
wards of siXty cirenits or missions, with
work not only among the white ponura-
tion, but also to the Indians, Chinese
ud Japanese.  When the many diflien?-
ties ancident to the prosecution ot Chris
tian work in those early duys, and n
50 rugged a country, are rightly appre-
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citted,  many devoted  Methodisis
throughout the Conference will be full
of gratitude and will exeliim as their
spivitual  Kinsfolk have often beea )}
to do: “What hath God wrought ™.
future, toe, iu view of the present an’
the st must be considered fuli of proja-
there are well nigh Didinite possie
hilities before us if we vightly bheace out-
celves and propare outselves for it, What
the mesmie atd chavacter of vur futn

stteess wWill beowill Tatgzeay depend upon
the conseeration and ceuvage of our ow
spivits. We ave perhaps in danger of
1 formal ad superticial (ype of veligivte
claracter; it is possible 4o populavize ous
chureh nstead of our Christ to please
aal entertain rather than Jead our fellow
wmortals 1o “the Lamb of God who tat.-
oth away the sin of the world”  To us
who are preachers of the gospel a strong
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anl time  appeal  is made i the
sparvkling avcticle by Lrineipal  Siporcll

appearing  in another  column, It s
strong, but not too strony, in emphasiz-
ig for us all that amid all the mulliplic-
ny of our miisterial duties our first auwu
spreme  tesponsibility is o be e,
strong preachers of “the everlasting gas.
pel.™  May we turn to the task befo oo
us with hope and cowrage, and complete
consveration,
S8 &

Rev, J. I Bats, of New Westmin-
ster, paid a visit to Vietoria ecarly in the
wonth in the dmterests  of Columbian
College, e is making 2 determined
eoffory to riise for the College on the 1.
¢ 1 G000, as proposed by the
Board, and he s fully convineed from
hix suceess to date that this s s well
within the ability of the Conference, If
we ean add a word ealeulated to assixt
Bro. Betts in this undertaking we shall
be only too gzlad to do it.  ‘Fhe disposi-
tion of our peop®e has undoubtedly been
tonnderestimate theimport:anee of this ine
stitution, and thiy, to a considerable ex-
tent, aecounts for the stringent cireums
stances which for severad years it had to
face, It is now, however, in a most
hoperal condition, Principal Sippreli and
his ~taff are doing excellent work, and
the Directors  are pursuing a  policy
which is at once one of husiness caution
and Christian courage; it their hands
are now strengthened with the moder-
ate assistance  they are  asking, and
which the Colleze most certainly merits,
the dawn of the new eentury will find
it pushed forward into a position of
which we shall be proud, and which will
be of immense value to the energetic
and growing Methodism of this province.
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We are bhappy to zive prominence to
the ract that the utterances attribntedl
to Dr, Carman by a Baveie, Ont., news-
maper, in.which he was suppoged {o have
suid that the British reverses in South
Afrien were God's  chastisement  upon
Great Britain for the sin of the rum
teaflic, opium trade, ete., existing in the
nation, have hean emphatically and abeo-
Jutely repudiated by him. Dr. Carman
declaves that he said “unothing of the
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Kind,” and that such a statement. must
have originated in the incapacity of his
reporter to toflow the argmment of his
diseonrse.  A'he General Superintendant
is. on the coutrary, a i boliever in
the British Bmpive, which he dectares
to be, despite many taults and shortcome
inws, the noblest formm of Govertnment
the world hiaw yet scen.
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We wish to call the attention of our
Vietoria readers to the fuet that the
P'resideat of the Methodist Counceil has
decided to eall a meeting of the Couneil
on Monday, Mareh 12th, at 8 p.m.  This
carly annotneement ds most conunend-
able for such an important organization,
aud should vesu in a full attendance of
the members on the evening named.  In
anether cotnmn will be found o communis
eation frony one of our mMost cnergetic
and  representative mymen  (signed
“Verax™) pointing out the advantages to
be dertved  from  the  Counell  when
onee it is properly  estabiished.  Wo
might do far worse than ponder over our
correspondent’s remarhs on the subjeet
in the interval between now and the 12th
Prox. :
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We liear tratn many parts of the Cone
ference joyfu! news  of revival  work.
Last month Homer Street, Vancouves,
rejoiced in o glovious ingathering, Dun-
ecans ou the Ishand  and Yictoria West
were also blessed, and now gzood news
has reached us from Wallace  street,
Nantimo:  Centennial,  Vietorin ,  and
IKam'oops,  These blessings are accom-
panying the strong efforts  being meade
throughont the Conference in conneetion
with the ‘wentieth Century Thanksgiv-
ing IFund, and are the prompt Culfilmment
of the Divine prowise, Mal, 3:10,
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It ix wlerstond that  Miss  Armson
will zive another of her vecitals in Vie-
tovia o ‘Tuesday, Mareh 6th, These
vecitals have been so excoedingly popue-
e that we feel sure our fricnds will
thank us for meptioning the date,  so
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