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lobbyers have been imported from ..'sshington, to
assist cortain moasures through the Locat Housa. To
us0 tho words attributed lately to au old politician tuls
s & * foundationless 1i0.” 1 regret to hear ramours,
however, that more iian one M P {s not quity dlsin.
teresfed in supporting ous of the raflway bilta, T dn
not pronouucoe on the truth of these reports  Tley
are current, however, in Toronto. and con«equantly I
mention them.
THE CLOBE.

In closing these rough jattiogs, 1 may say that the
House ir exncoted to proraguoe on the evening of the
24th—tho pight butore Lhostines  Lati that time
therv wil! bo quite & ** slaughter of the funoconts,” ag
thero aro many bills before the House which eannot
possibly Le disposed of.

ENGLISH IRON TRADE.
I wtit lron tradu of the country has undergoue very
little chanve since our laat- and. notwithatandiog

tho croaking tone of some reports on the fron trade,
wo certainlv cannot trace any falling off in the de.
mand fur msisofactored iron It is true, that the
sc.dob va the part of the mun Ot incieased wages is
causing a ¢ neiderable am-ount of anxioty as to nur
futuro positivn In the Iron trade. but it Is also a fact
not to bo overlooked, that our continental rivals are
nut by any means free from simuar causea of
anxiety.  With regard to the cuntinental mahers
being {ull ot orders £t locomutives, ana Yridge and
air ler work, we ale fall 1o f1- 1 that vur workshups
aco chort of streilar orders, or that vur men are being
discharged from work i consequence of siackness
Andif the Frerch and Germsa 0 plo «hooid nest

apon hasing raw material adinitted to theie respr otive

countries free from duty, this, instead of parslysing
thie English manatscturer, will rmly srrve tho purposs
of jucreasing tho demand in thows o mvtries, and, in
cansequenco of such ncreased @ m nd, the workmen
¢ L) Do sure to luok after 1heir own intereats, and ot
a0 incrense in tholr wages  Free Trado wili hovel an
theso things  aud those countiles juissessing the ad-
vantage in patural productions, will be rure to bhe
victors in the long run It s admitted on all hands
that no country posgess such advantage« sz Great
Br.tain, for here the coal and iron grow side by mde,
ready to the hard of the workmau Let the price of
Iabour in all markeots bo about the kame, England will
ati!l securoe the greater part of the jron trads of the
world. As it 13 we supply the bulk of tha ironwork
for ali the great marbets, Rusaia i+ a good customor,
the United States come to us for rails and lron ships,
and wi'l @430 for & lopg time to come  Rritish India
will alan come tn ue for her rai'way iron and other
material constructive purpoge2 and we have Just wit
ue-sed a viotory over a continental firm for rolled
fron girders, which tn our op‘nion settles tho ques-
i 63 to any superlor advant ges helng pussesscd by
foreign makera  We b vo more ¢~ foar from the tar
diuess ~n the part of the Fnglih fronmasters in
sdepting the most recont, sclentifie and {mproved
proces:es of jren making than from any i furv that
can bo inflisted upon ounr trade be that immen<e bug.
beat, —trades uvions — fron Trvade * ircu ar.

B B CLAFLIN ON UNITFD STATE3 TRADF.

EPORTER —3r Claflin. 1 deatra to tearn what are

your views i velation 4n the rrogant dep rossed
cundition of business,

Mr C —Well, sir, tt doesn ¢ striko mo that we arein
anch a very bad way assome peopin think  Businese
10 ba sure, 13 N0t 80 KCNVe ax 1t mizht be but it has
not been 80 dull a vear 23 186b Or 1858 Feople should
natarally have expected a cessation 1 onviness after
the cloxe ot the war, aud madv preparation tor the
present dechine 13 prices.

Reporter—Ltloes not the state ot the West affvct
your busineas?

Alr C.—~domowhat; that 13, %4 are a Hitiip more
caraful about gtving credits: but onr cntieclions come
in asuewal. for mv part, L think 1aat the 10w prices
paud for corn, tnough bad (or farmers 13 desiravie tor
the masses of tho paople Besides, 1 was just taiking
with & zentleman from Milwauke:. and he says tue
farmers hare begun to seis their grain.

Heporter—D0o you copsider that business tizs deen
£)ud during the past yearor two!?

Mr C -—-Not oxactly, but ft has nnt been very bad,
and. I thiuk. shows an imnprovement over previous
vaars. I don't think pecple have believed much In
the probability ot 3 Jeturn to specte pavmente, 3r that
they have gcen snduced 10 itss i thetr Dusness Much
oun account of this prospect 1 don 180 huw we could
hLava contracted any faster thaa wo have done and |
tiisnk tue country 3 dosig very woll it you came to
me and sa:d vou paid off A 'arge per centage ot your
debia @auring thoe vear, and sull had as much money on
hana a3 at thts Limo 10 % L ~hvuid think you Lac
beon doing well—woulda ¢ you?

Reportor—Is the existence of large commoeorcigl
houses liko yours or Mr Stewart’s necessarily fncom.
patible with tne succe<s of smaller icms?§

Mr. L.~—1013 3¢ rawner a doucate quesuon, put 4
shoutd say no 1t iuv email s are prudent aud
ceonomio -1, and properly keep down their oxpenses
Tbe troublo ts that the latter are 0 much out ot pro-
portion with thetir profits, For exampiv, 1 heard ot.a
man iately wno+e prolits on a buxiness of a miilivn ot
dofiars was £123.0
SBU.UUD eX peases, 1o 8ay nuiling of 0ad debis whiuch
were pot counted 1n. and which loft s net :ncomo
about §u,00, So wWhen aJarge firm tailed some time
8go, it was found that thelr expenses were botween

6 and 7 per cont on their busines, whereas that amount,
in my opiplon, ehould hava been auflicient to have
naid afl thelr expenscs, and afforded a handsome profit
Losides  Now, & businers of forty mililons can givo
be dona at far leas proportienate outlay than ono of
five miltons aud it ¢an bLe «Xtended without in-
creastug the cxponses of carerlog it on very aensibly,
80 that the smAllCr (IFm 1% put at agreat disadvantage
and must have larger profits tu order to competa with
ita wealthy rival

Reporter—tiow much capital fx required at the pre.
sont timo to atart in the dry gocds business?

Mr C.—That depends on the kind of busfness whigh

is to bo carrled on, but it 18 sate to say that Klvwothr
! naw fa no moro than equlva‘ent to what £25 060 was

PATS ARO.

%

teporter— WY hat are young men to 1o who caunot
ralee aufficlent capital to act up for themslves? Are
there "uflicient openings for thom in tho large estab.
lishmenis?

Mr. C - Yes, they become Junior partners or heade
of departmaonts, and save all the rlak and expen-.« of
keeping up an establishment of their own. 1 quve
such men in caargo of departracnta who do a buriness
| of from ono to aix mililona each
t  Repurter—Is extravagance ob 10 1DCreasd amoog
{ buminess men?

Mr. C.—1t dos't strine me that there is as much ex-
i travagance aa thero wss during tho war Tho in-
| oreazed demand for pictures and other ubjects of art
1 18 OWINR to the nuprosement ot the pORBUIAT taste,
4 and a t¢ndency fv spend monoy in that directivn 1
| Naven t #een 8x Much MuOey spent in reataurants of
iate gears, sod ti0) tesl me thesr receipts bave failen
away conaiderably
{ Reporter—13 11 true that goods cannot now bo forced
t upon the markot?
Mr L.—Yuvs Iormeriy you cuuid teupt buversby a
{ dupaay of gouds, « 1 by wihier inducements. but now g
| man comes in and givea &o order for a cortain number
t of g wrecitic ine of gouds, An fou can t persuado him
§ to tako ’ny moro — N, ¥. Fo (d.

s THE GENERAL PROSPECTS.

WH do not shara in the feeling of uneasiness and
\ distrust expreered in some quarters In relation

| to the present condtiton ot commmercias affairs, cape-
j cially as based upon the prices of guods now as come
) pared with those dorirg the war  The couatry was
I then running in debt at a ratio never belore approxi-
mated in any country. and was tnflating its currency
{ proportionately, this naturaily mado the comparative
| values ot mounoy and gouds reia«ively 10 savor of mer-
chaondice. Now we are paying that debt, and the
valuo of monoy is overy day afproschlnz a fixed or
gold basts In dolpgthis merchandise Is returniug to
its natural condition, also, and has been doing 8o for
| the past flvo years, but 50 siowly that tho panics and
| disasters which hase in former imes been so henvr
i and wide-feit are postponed and eased away untll
there seems no causo tor any goneral revulsion or dia.
sster whatever The holder of gooda hus been enabled
to dizpose of them gradoaliy, the manufacturor has
{ 8ad smpiv 11MO to huuso afamnt aay mpending crisie,
i and the pruducer has ~teadiiy folt the retern to a natu-
ral cundiftun in the d minished price of luy prdaco
and the luwer ~2te at wnish he has beon able to pur-
charo his necessitics,
{ 1he debts head by the merchants are generalty good,
| 8s the farmers are mora than ever able to pay, whilo
siucks of manu actund or imported goods are very
smallin ail brasches of trade With this there cun

oes or short frelght, or were homeward bound lght,

“our boata loaded with whieat and other commodities
arrived at Camilius on Frilay, where they wom de.
taiped  The tierce auew -turm of the day and th
cold weather tilled the canal with snow and ice, and
forbude furth-¢ progrexs  Doata {n the Qewege ean i
came through up to Friday noon, when tho oo and
fuuw proveutcd fur ber free pavieatin  The dile,,
dated cordition ot tha cavel, partly owing to the Lad
manazement and partly to the pecent atorms which
Jdid sovero damagze, has hirdercd tho shippers mueh
thi: 1all, and probably accountsin a great degree tor
tho number of boats now Jn tho canals that should
have finiched their 1ast round tiip and Lo laid up tus
tha winter. It is to Lo heped that be oroanother vear
the damago will have been repaired, snd the cauval
rendered capab o of accominydating the imm 080 busi
tbes;ﬂlthnt awalta the ro-openiug of navigation,.—& Y

uiletin,

THKE COAL TRADE,

¥ anturacite cval trado has not yot recovercd

from tho stunntog effoct of the gevere decline 1n
{ prices at the 1ast putuic suie ot Soranton coal  Urders
proviousiy giv¢0 have been withdrawn anti the
courss of the market should be muro deflustely de-
termined  In tue meanume the prico of coal o the
Lehigh reglon has decilned in the average about 25¢
per ton at the mines und o the Schiay kit reglon the
deciine avernges fuily ohe doliac per ton On the evves
1al sizes, aud jor cliestout cuat the decitie 18 even
greater, In fact, 1t has scArceiy any dumand, ard
woma operatorz, ubwisely as 14" fearcd. contemplate
| pillug 1t gt tho mines ana at conyenient points ajong
| thelina They declare that the prosent price will not
cover the cost ot msmng it. lhis may e true, but
there 13 no good rezzon to bettovo thas the imme diave
tutgre protires sny rellof 1o tms reapect, Un the
enntrary, there are iudtcatfons of fower prices tor
almoat every ma. kotavle commedsty, the fresult of a
growing diztrust of te curronoy, the tarif and other
disturding influcoces  As thiv more ubservant thought
and said eome months £go, when westurn dealers in
grain hetd back 1heir crup-~ risher than accept pric.s
thep current, *the tirst loes witl prove the least ** so
| wa incline to think now o* ¢l % hicat 18 now much
fower than then. snd 13 #etug ¢ ¢ prices below 1 come
manded In goid beiore tha war, lhero is no rearon
to sgpposa that delay will bring any d flsrent rosuit
to the hoiders of coal. Severaf runes closed operas
tior.s on Saturday, and others will close the pre °nt
week.  What effect this countersction mas have on
tuo prices o Coal ucpends ruch o LliCumMsAnCLs il
the future, and thu amount ot ¢oat 1n thy hands ot
consumers Operators think it emall  This cannot by
knowh, nor even spproxiniated. The supply at Port
Richmond i3 not large, and the same report comes
from otlier coal centr.s. 04l 13 now, at the ¢1»8e uf
the navigation, comung freely tv this city, 8nd as &4
iotimated a1x weeksago weuld bo the case, Is aforded
to the trade on Btoad ctreet at trem one dollar 1o vie
dollar and £ halt per ton lexs than was then charged
So far. therefore, as the logal market s concerned,
| thers wouid seem to Do ntrle reasvonin delaying te put
i o wioier s fuel. 1he cauals, 10 t20 DAL i
things, canhot ruid opea mavy days, and on thet
clusing there wiii necea arily be a talling off in the
supp!y At K;.-seut mining and transportation charges
coal cannot be pr. duced with any profit, except inthe
| most taverabiy tocaied mines, i the mioers wil st

cousent v come duwd, su 88 tu mna~e pruductivn a
i iviog business, it wiil necessarng slup, aid, Just uew,

be s general givaster. A fi-w Who have acted )n de- | operaturs have ntus moie thad a nugative cuntrol ol
flanco of the piain indications of the times jor the paxt ) their busiess.  1ue minersa insist on tho advaatage of
fuur years munt take the Cunsequences, but dail trado | every rise, Hut stubboruly resnt spy deciine as & base
Auey Dol LIeW paiics, eCuboIuy MeALS Koundness 10 | jor ower wages b HBeadiog Raurvad fepusis g tou
all prav 8 If the Layers of goods—esp-ciaily tue; page for ino week endivg on Thareday of 127,757 tous.
inbuiing class - Wll take a aftile patus o 6 mpato e | 8gniuet 1ev 243 wns thy previvus week, aod fur the
prices of to day aud tho<e paid two ur three years | year to date, 4 275,188 tons, against 3,012,631 tuns fo
ago, they will fnd that one doilar nuw bays 1o every | correspouding fle 10 1883 -an increass ot 662,620
essehlids parlicaar, With the vaceplud oI Mmeat, a9 tons. Jhe Oscal yoar of wwe Keaawg ended on ihe
much as vne dusiar and a haie did dhen. Juus wumoe, whed 1he tolar wonegs was 4,233,6.0

Tic manufucturer may complain of tho Juw rates, | tons, against 8 574.873 tons iu the tiscal year of 1383 -
but he Is the one best able 16 «ea his prices declining | an 1ncrease of 623,740 wns, The Schuyllill Naviga
Lo turn be pa, s less tur iabur aud raw mst nal, aod | uoo shipped for tne wevk 29427 tous, agatnst 25,248
a s ugh the margia of Rmﬂw is not as great on low- | the previvus waek, and for tho seasvn 670,761 tons,
pricrd gouds as on high. he must cemember that bis | against Y7953 LoNs Ist sesson—a Accreaso vf y.udy
iarge profiss were in a ume of war, and not 0i peace, { wuns  lhe enure cuat tunsage of she week repuried
Flicro i3 fovd L1 rflection aad much conseativn 10 ) by & 1 the carry1og companies i3 406,626 twus. S b
thes vlew of Jhe yuestivn, and we truss 1huse Bhu are | aggregaio i3 snciuded $9.834 tons officiakg seported Ly

taihiog of pasics will tor 8 momout cunsider it.—N., ¥,
Bulletin,

CLISE OF CANAL NAVIGATION.
HE canals are now practically closed for the season,
A despatch frum Albany state. that about one

nunared and ity boas are frezen n between W est
Iruy and Sprasers Bavin, ono-bait ot wuich are logd-
¢ wilh grain and tie remainder wuitn jumber. 1he
Luckport Jouraal zavs there is po improvement in the
conmitiun of the canal at that point. apd it wiil be tm-
possibie sor the flect 01 boats detatned there to roach
their destination pefors sprng. A the nead of the
IUCKS 1h®1© aro {arge quantiiles ot (co. acd seversy
days have beun apent in ansuccess-ti attoiapts 1o joch
it through go a3 to dmit ot the passage of the boats
Commissfoner Fay arrived at Lockport a fow doysago
to supenintend tho work, but nothing ho bas yvet done

tho Keaaing. ang 49,618 tons officiauy reported by theo
l Lolngh Valiey more thun is guessed at, and put down
| tw tuse comp rnies 1n the tabular statements publiobed
{ 1n some other pgger& 1he entire tonnage of iho pre-

vious week was 598 il ong, and tur the ¥e8t Cuuu
iog the Reading tonnago only to the end of its tiscal
yosr, 13 774,828 tons against 14,078447 tons {o s3W0
qaates 1o i¥t8—sbhowing a2 decrcase to the present ume
| O3 2¥b.0AY WNS. 1018 FESUIL I8E5CIASIVE ¢ § 1RO tUDTHRY
vt o Lerigh v auey hatirvaa aurth, w.aich 18 Dot se-

urted, and wiach Wil probavly userddy cuver suibo
fitle tourage, the report of which 13 doplicated by
reasofl of PpAXKIBE OVET tWO OLIFYiNg COIAPRDIES.
krogos frow fourt Kienmoue are uoohanged. lhe
{ Icrea-eq groductli )N Of 01 wILLUS COAL this year, it
18 buiieved, wili 6acera 1ast 0f 185t year by more tuen
€00 U0y tons.  Phdadelp wa Ledger,

The most remsrkabie ranurond in Germany and

. out of wnich hie had tu aeduct .

nas eadaed 1o expedite maiters. At uddi port, on | Lurope 13 1w Duw Bluck burest rvad, whioh wut be
tha tuwer lauds, (ke water 18 reportea ver? 1UR, a0d | culpcled Wilhlo TOUL years.  Detween tornbuag
. many boats ars both grourded 2 «d frozon fn Thoe: | and 8t Gecrgo, situated 2,870 feet above the ievei vl
1 breakers were sent tar. bus 1avo not yet arrived. Ou | theaoa, aud but tour mties distant f.om Horaberg the
the Jord «u e .04 tho 100 83 thick and struug, vud af w | r’Urozd arcends Leany 2,000 teet 8nd pasges through
Quats am frezen 1 Qae, a canal beat. Baviog on 139 | £i.00 feel vl wwuneds, rioven thoussad feet ot we
was of Mornis Ran ovas for Hyracuse, sunk on 1hat § sative bwve beed cumpletea Quriog the (ast two years.
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. deves probab ¥ the resuls 01 sce-cutling Buats wero
» moving on Suoday near Syraciso without tiodrance,
{ cast, west and north —iweive or fistean n all reporting

at tho Coilector’s office. They elther had light car-

il truiy Oyclopean work on the road is progressing
rapidily, and attracung thogssnds of visitors, who
fluck tugether Irom ad parts of Southern Germany
and Switzérland,




