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togive it 2 fair trial, and I am suve I shall §
give it all the justice in my power, by drawing
forth its resources and its cupacities to the utmost. ¢
—(Laughter and cheers.)—The way to give it a ;
fair wial is to try how much it wiil yield, when
all just influences are brought fuirly to bear upon
it 5 and in justice to the question,—in justice to
Voluntaryism,—T must say that for a good many
years weknocked at the dour of Gy erament with
i view torcecive aid frum them to carry thegospel
to the huniblest and lowest elasses of the country,
and were there exposed to all the higglings with
which we are so familine in the market; we
were cheapenred down to the lowest possible ¢
amount,—we wereasked, would £10,000 do you ? 3
and the result is that we got nothing at all. ¢
{Renened lmghter.)  We have since tried the §
Volantary priaciple 3 and, in as few months as g
we befurg negutiuted years with the Guvernment,
Voluntaryism has made this demonstration, that
it has given us £360,000— (Loud cheers)—su that
she hus begun well; and it is my fervent hope
<hat she will end well.  We are now in the thick
of the expériment,—we will do it all the justice
we can ; and nothing will delight e more.
<dow’t want to use scholastic phrases.—I might
speak of the difference of voluntaryism ad extra
as distinguished from Voluntaryism ab intra, and
by the help of that definition L might perhups
defend my own consisteney.  (Laughter amd
cheers.) But I dun’t want to make use of thuse
scholastic  distinctions: I teuly wish Volun-
taryism t6 open upon us all her fountain-heads,
whethtr ab extre or ab iatra.  (Continued laugh-
ter.) ‘This reminds me of the story of the well-
digger, who succeeded so amply in obtaining
water that he made & narrow escape from drown-
ing in the abundaut rushing of the streams which
he had evolved from their hiding })laccs—
(laughter,)—und so I say, in perfect honesty,
thut if wmy faveurite system, the Establishment
system which I advacate,—if it should coneur, it
1uy be in the semblance, nay, even the rexlity of
defeat, and refatetion, I shuald heartily vejuiceaf
Voluntaryism shoald play uponus inalldirections,
¥ would be heartily glad, even though it should
make such a deronstration of its excellence and
yoiver s wellnigh to submerge myself, and i
atterly to overwhelm my argument.  (Cheers $
and langhter.) Isay of Voluntaryism, bring it
10 the test—try if it can overtake the wauts of
the thousands and tens of thousands who are
now utterly beyond the pale of the ordinances
of the gospel, and strangers to the habits and
decencics of & Christian kanl.  To this test we
appeal ; and I shallbe happy if the appeal peove
So suceessful that you c.:n“ overtahe this desti-
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tutior.  But suppose it could not, and that the !
Goveriiment were to say here is £100,000, do

“hat you like with it; we shall no more meddle

with your distribution of i1, or think we have

2 claim to do so, thau we meddle, or think we

have 2 right to meddie, with the reynun donum of ¢
Ircland.  What then ? I do not mean to make }
any avowal on the subject ; but I mmn certainly §
not prepared to say that I would refuse it 5 but ¢
I repeat it that it is futile to make & question as
€6 what wé would say to this offer, wkich is never

Tikely to be made to us. The subject is now

submittéd to the evolutions of experience; and $
iy Wish and prayer is, that the question may be |
3opetseded and anticipated by the liberal supplics |

of thu Christian public, to carry out the gret
object of the furnishing a svund Christian educa-
tion toone and all of the community.  (Loud and
protracted cheering.)

DISSENTERS IN GREAT BRITAIN.

A correspondent of the Southern Churchi-
man, now in Lngland, gives the following
account of the position taken by the Dissent-
ing Churches in promoting the interests of
religion both at home and abroad :

“The longer the subject cngages my
thoughts the more difficult does the task ap-
pear of giving any thing like a satisfactory
sketch of the state of the Inglish Church.
Will you pardon me if I defer this topic, until
T shall have had afuller and faiver opportunity
of forming a judgment on a sufficiently deli-
berate consideration?  Accept instead, a few
remarks on the case of the English dissenters,

“I know you have on your side of the water
many whose opinions and habits and connex-
ions, lead them to plead the cause of the
English Church against the dissenters. It is
but fair that some one should be found—I will
not say to be the dissenter’s advocate, for such
I do not mean to be, but—to state some
simple naked truths with regard to them, and
thus to put such as are interested in this ques-
tion, in posscssion of the materials for forming
somcthing like a fair and candid judgment.

“In London, the *City Mission® is, with
a_very, very small exception, supported by
Dissenters.  The same is true of the ¢ Chris-
tian Instruction Society,” which aims espe-
cially to influence that important class—the
thinking men among the mechanicsand smaller
tiadespeople.  For China, the *London Mis-
sionary Society” has bestirred itself first; nor
should we forget that Morrison and hilne,
agents of this same suciety, were the (dissent-
ing) translators of the Chinese Bible. The
first, and the only, certainly the best, instruc-
tion for the improvement of Sunday School
teachers, is actually, though not ilccessarily,
sustained by dissenters.  In their Sunday
Schools they approach much nearér than
the Church does to the American system
of gathering in the children of all classes
without distinction of rank. In many parts
of England, notwithstanding the establish-
ment, (the grand argument for which is
that it provides for the destitute,) the. only
ministrations are such as the dissenters pro-
vide.

« JTow long,” I asked a clerical friend, vho
was lamenting to me the hindrance he found
from dissent in his district—*how long has
your church been built 3 * Four years,” was
the answer. *“.And how long have the dis-
senters had a meeting house here P Witha
preliminary glance, which told that he saw
the natural inference, *“out of the cornet of
the eve,” he replicd, “Forty.”

«Thesc are the facts which, in the conrse
of a few wecks, have struck a casual observer,



