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The question on whish we 4te dow ta cwier was sarried om in beth
Urapdlies of the Swonariem ai ths wwme time. 11 od shpaes ¥ dedfec-
ence in (e 1wo Undies, (hemgh in geanral festures 1t wae (he ama,
and 1t terminatod tn a Ganlar maower in evch body by the srparstion of
8 pinll ininarity frem eadl  In the Genetal Smewiste Synd the
roriion wos ekeh dpy @mote ctlenev-ly, o0 we ohall fisd and L:d 10 s
mote dotidod chiage of e2! Ditew, aud Wonght mto wcarer vew suh.
svjenit oot Tt in & Asewiste Spad it wae o ndueted R,
ciontly fir o tap tho [opwilalion { felnte comvequennrs wina the (we
wodios wosld b happily Uiemied

Tivs sulijort vus inendword (ute (he Asveriats Sywod, oo the 130 of
May, 1795, by ihe Rev Jobn Mrater, of Aacitarmuchiy, in the [=ilow.
ing dowumuay .o

* The Roprassuasien s8d Puiftion of (i svbrerilonr bumbly sheweth

 That 2 convern far the imaresis of re and sodefiled teligi-m, and
for thy presporny of the soelesinstion! sorinly with whuh he sands
eunfisctol, jremus bim {o rovhde i eoumt with 8 declaration of he
mind oohisining semns of our neligiens sestiments, and 1 solivit o
nndaseaif rafenn.

* Itds o great instey it the Canpel in Iritherts proserved amag
in Its purity, The dostrive of free Efass, (rizbing threuzh the
rightoousnuss of Josms Clirtst (o the ctemal 1 of men, in conrenion
with a1l othwr fundamenal (roths tevesdd in ths oracles of Godyan, |
haps; & dowtrine conhially betivved, nad waplivitly prosehed, by all 1he
infaors bofonging to 1his Synod ; and ta thaft gremt honawt, 8o Bae
cinlan, Armialen, or Neonemise errat repogoast 1o it, hats ever b
tolorated b thom. Dot we prafeas sdhisteces a4t oaly ts fandsmental
truth, but ales 10 many other detrines of {nfari.s imptance  Among
théss sio the powet of (e eivil magiaraie fo regard 15 relighm,
awl the porpatun! obiigmion of our pablie mutinnal corennste wpon
poeterity. The former is oxpresely aceriod in the 23nd chapter of the
Wemrminster Confarden of Paith; and :he seeand gucetisn of the
Formela, I apprehond, allews ua nal to differ from that Conlession in

the smalidit jou or thitlo of douirtne asnitami in $15 far 1the words of

it ntg—" Do you slncerely own and Lellave tho wialn dnuirine e-ae
tained in the Coofassion of Fatth; and do you achnnwiadge the aid
Confesion as o confossion of yaur Rith? ‘s obligstion of our
Covenants is also tho sulgest of the fourth quastion of said Parmuls ;
the words of which ars, ‘ Do you osm and acknawheige the perpeiusl
obligation of the Natioaal Cavenan:, and of the Bolemm Laagae and
Covenant ' At vur license and ordinetion, we salomnly professed o
hold these principlas, and shis profestion §a rehowod as oftan as we con-
owt in liconsing and otdaining others; for wo domand their assont 1o
the questions of the Formula, xs a temt of thoir onthadaxy, and of thetr
holding the samo principles with ourselves.

“Bat it ina fact well known to o8 &l), that, many yoars ago, a pam-
phlet was published againgt the Aatiburghors, boaring tho name of a
late respectable member of hid cours, and cantainiog the following
dostrinos :—That all logal catablishmems of roligion are imprapur and
wawarrantabls ; and that our covenanu are obfigatory npen postericy,
maeterislly considorod, but have no culigation upon us, entirely of the
same nsture with their obligation on thoeo who swore them, Sines the
publication of thet pamphlat, it hiss bean raad by many of ue ; and there
ie r3380m 10 think its principles have bwen adopted, not only by private
Christians in our own communion, but also by same membess of Synod ;
which I mentitn, not to the discralit of any of them ; for it is possibla
they imbibed such opinions without adverting 10 their inconstetency
with owr Confession of Faith and Formula; and I know 1ha: some
yomng brethren, sensible of this inconsintency, have aetod so honostly as
to refuse an unlimited assent 1o the quastions of the Formala, declar-
ing thommselves to bo of these sentiments. Tho Synod, alse, with s}l
the Presbyteries and members composing it, have siwsys borno with
such brethren, and we live in tho closest fellowship with them, without
making any distinction between them and other breshren, which taler-
ant spirit T do ot absoletely condemn. But, since we are disposed to
sxercios such forbearance, and nince wo all ssem now séneiblo, that the
principles of the abovementioned pamphlet accord not with our Con-
fossion of Faith and Formals, I think it highly nocessary that the
Formaia should be altered, and rendered more consistent with the senti-
mests of all owr misisters, elders, probationers, and sudents.—
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That & ity it i3, st the soaflany resizartaly shaald sita baween ™
sewtimente ol any of ws, ool vur swiesmn pralussion, whee our priasip'ee
ond profeanom wte i3 the senin o~ eommmint 1o (s wkarray Rodend
of iroh? [ atiene, the prdemi-a of & churel engin piedy o
barm-nize wrh het oval princplos, and aciieg, either euiltil o
ceandaiinl, shoy'd b prodrmrd, which 10 84 folty baleved,

* Anp #t thopel s ploatn thie tevermed Syl 1 opply 0 replr
trmedy agmat tha enent Awtuiiin; and. by that mesnr religry WA,
sad cier boettren, (roem the perplrany ond eneglionis 1 FT Vo,
That be whe byoddunly the srven st n i gt Samd, sad wafhaih 1
e taidet of the srvea guides esadteniehs, may b8 grasomly prevent
oith this tevatvad e, ta ditaet (hetn ia thie mowmatens s Tt 5od
thet trmh sad prese may ever prevail ameng e ety aof thie
Sga.d, is the jwayet of twit aff~etionite bivwthwi, and hembls suivam,

* Jomn Prgrin?

This tepretrntation nad petiti 0 wus apdeted 1a He on The tiMs 1t
oeat menting of Sypad  Mewwrs Pioschor, of Disdge-al-Tolth, and
Parte.me, uf Orwecll, conved to hure it marked in the minwies (i they
dmapiroved of the Rpnd toeviving swch & papet, and 081 it Fowld
have beon Tesd maly satrn . peliniallty

At wetl mesting of Synad, wheh was ia Remember, 1753, Mi.
Frasar's lleptaprntaty 0 reram aed & Iag duewmion, sfhar wingh ®
was raveed, @ That & Commitios b appotnted 14 coviow (s quentione
tn the Fommils, hetwisl this ast wes: mavting of fynod, amd Wring te
an avanse 3 wsiing the mansery of this et & (et ssottimaste
trapecting the powtar given ia eut Confesdian of Fakth o the divil
magisimte, in maliers of friigion, ind reapesting (ho obbigation of dur
Naticaal Coremanle apon Prstecity ; and thiy sad Canmittios Inform
thommelron nl wint aquples dre entertamed ~0 those sudjorts; sMl ta
the meantime, tha! the Pongryicrien be allvwed in enereme futbaarsnes
ot licomns oad ordinatim, with tegpen ¢ 1he astisies shovementoned ¢
it Wring alwvays underatcd thet maid Sboarance siall nng preeiods thie
Syncd from wihering (o the Viemals, & it now sends, i they
shall tndae gz

Tt war mevted in soeemdmient, teat the Jass part of (he mstlan, from
the wonla, » snd I8 the meantims,” be ouvted, The ardginal motien
was howevar earried by & greal majerity.  Prem this desidon Mesere,
Wiillam Kidson, senior, aad Wiliiein Wiliis disssoad. The lattar
shecwaids withdrew his dimiwot, stid coaved 10 bave &1 rmnariad, that ta
his opinion the law should bave offect wiiits it exiiad. T'ha followiag
prrsony were appritied a Camuritiien for the purpess mamigned i %%
remoluiion, viz.: Mesma. Jobn Dick, Modesaior ; Damial Walker, Joba
Delftage, David Gredg, \Willam Tsylor, Andrew lathian, Robes
Joffray, James Dewsr, Williun Kidston, seater, Geargs Tawags,
James 1lall, James Peddie, Thomni Porieous, Jsmes Hushiaod, Joha
Fraser, David Hepburn, Miohaol Udifillan, amd Willlam Flatehar,
mipisiors, with Lanoecn sldere

Thoe committes met at Edinburgh, on tie 20th Datober, 1795. 'The
sevaral quostions of the Formula wors reas over, and each considered
by bisall. Serecpl aliesations were agroad 1e, samo of thom bwt verbel,
‘I'he oonveraation, as might bo oxposted, tucnad olifefly on the sccond
and fourth questions. To tho seeond, requiring an approbatlon of the
whole doctrine of the Confostinn, an objeetion was made on the growsd
that tho Confassion grve mors powsr to the Magistrate than was sese.
tioned by the Seripteres. Tho same objoetson was mads 10 the fuueth
question. A loag debate snsuad whaa §t was moved,— That the said
doctrine of our Gonfassion, raapecting the Magisiraté’s power, and of
gur Covenanis, be made 2 mauer of forboarance” Anothir mmion.
was made, * That thay rhould procoed 1o axplain without voting for-
boarance”” When the ¥ to was takan the first of the motiona carried,
After this, the Committes drew np the following Overtere, which they
agread 10 rocommeud to the Synod to be paseed into an act:—

“'The Asaociats Synod limchy dpclare thair attachmant to the doc.
trine of the Westminster Confession of Faith, and Catechisme Larger
and Shorter, which were adupted by the General Assemnbly of the
Church of Scotland, In the yesr 1647 and 1643 ; at the same time,
hereby declaring, that although they wish to fear God, and honoer the
King, and consider subjection 1o the powers that are se sn imporiamt
duty incusmbent on all men, yet as the power reapacting religion se-
cribed (0 the €ivil magiorate in said Confemion and Larger Caiochiom,



