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CHINESE FESTIVALS.

The Rev. A. W. Loomiseaya. * I once undiiinok to keep a list of
aft the public days and religious tesuvals as they occurred ar Nangpo, and
to write down ashort nccount of cach, but T400n fuund the tash too greas
for one who has many other duties ta petlorn.” e gives, hawever, as
an example; a natrative of the Too Shin Way,n festisal or procession,
which, some say, 1811 honar of all the guds,” We regret thas we have
not room for thie. It must be a very magular affair,  He speaks of —

A procession three miles jong, wuh thourands of speciators, many
ailk banners of varnous colors, nich umbrellan aud lanterns held alofi,
sedan chairs, incense cars, fancy boats filled wuh mmiatne founore fur
the accommodauon of the gods, horses nchly capancondd, arufival
storks and clephants as large as hie, images of fabulous creauren,
chidren borac on high, eupported on wires not visble , magisiaws wah
all their state array, gentlemen in nch dicas, fenitenis i the gard of
cnminals, dragging heavy chains, the, din of strange tuse, gongs, in-
angles, horns, trumpets, powder crachers, and lax of all, *the god i a
targe sedan chair,” preceded by * a fierce-looking fullow, wuh a fiesy red
face, and three Iarge protruding eycs, onc of which wasin the cenne ot
Ius forehead,” and accompanied by * all the anendants common a the
train of high officers,”  Need we wonder if the effict of the whuic ~cenc
was exciting and bewildering !

The cxpense ot such fesuvals is very large.  Swne of dhe ambiclias
are said 10 cost 8100 each, Thousnds of dollais wie thus cxpes
‘The money 13 raned by volumary subscnipuons, ihe cuy bung canvaseed
by commitecs vinung cach disuidl for tha obrer. ~ A\ labenog man
gave halfa month's wages towards the cost of this prvcesmion ' And,
alas! all s delusion, vanuty, vexawon of surt® I heals no wounded
spint, comforts no sorrowing heart, iakes anay nu busdia of sn. The
goapel only can do this.

Mr. Loomus, after describing the preceding and inany wiher feaius
of tlus fesuvai, concludes this Jewter wah the fulivw.ng renaks, whih
are discminating and forcible .

“\When we constdes all the appendiges 10 Wolaiwus wuistup, aad the
various devices comnved by the father of liea, who weil undersiand huw
to make forbidden frust aceny  guud fur fuud, aud  pleasant 1o the cyes)
a thing * to be desired, we are not suipused thay Jhe heathen becume
wedded tost. It s, as much as posuble, made atiracuve 1o cluldren, and

ed,

. 15 scarcely lesa 80 10 the adults, who n all heathen cuunties aie wa ihea

amusements hardly in any respeet different fium chidzen.

« False tehgions abouad in external ceremonies, fur ihe percepuoa xad
grauficaton of the senses, and by theu eystems of rewards 1u be guined
% by personal labors and suffenng, they piease ihe carnal haasi But ihe
€ Chnisnan religion has but few and eunple oidinances, and the bracfio of

ISRAEL,

TORONTO, APRIL, 1852,
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these ate promised to those only who by fith reccive them—a teligion
of faith rathee than of wotks, with doctrines the most humbling anid
offensive 1o man'a proud nature,—a religion which cannot be engrafied
apon any of the eystems of man's nvention, nor sllow sy parts of such
systems 1o be mused with i, It strikes at the root of every cvil, boldly
hiereser it goes, its opp 10 every systent of ralvation
except that published by Christ and lus aponties ; and declares ite deter.
nunation to wat with wickedurss, and 1o demolith, root and branch, evety
{alse religion,
w\Where, then, may the missionaty find encouragement! 1f he
preaches the trath, cand he can preach nothing elac.) he willatie vp hatred
and oppeston.  But cncouragement ts not wanung. Ile ia only the
servant of God, to go whete he sends him, and to preach the preaching
which he buls hun, e goes aleo wih the promisc of his Master,* Lo, [
am with you! He 19 assured ttmt the Word of God 15 the wotd of the
epint. He hnows that wherever God has people. thete lie will bless hia
own appointed mcans to gather ther For, Mis,

COUNTRY OF THE NESTORIANS.

Conntry, Climate, Productions.—The Nestoridns are foond chicfly In
the disttict of Oronminls in Peala, and among the Koordish mountaina in
‘Turkey, “I'he district of Oroamiah consists of a plain extending forty
nules along the lake, and reaching back <wenty miies in its widest part,
but growing narrower towardsits extrennticans the mouninin sweep down
nearer to the water, till at leagth ot i hemmed In Iike n vast amphithieatce.
Its azea is not far from six humired square miler, and it containg In cone
nccuon wah the dechiviues of the sdjacent mountaing, not less than three
handred aad thiny vilsges  The temperatuare 19 about that of the Middle
Siates.  As showers seldom fullin the waem season, isngaton has every
wheie © b resonied (o aad he crspocation which ls thur canvantly
Fuog on, 0 addiion (o sane beal causen wheh under 1 wise adininis
trauwn maght be easny remorved, teuders o clanate, naturally one of the
foesi in the world, unhenlthy, especially to fureignere  “The woil fa ex
tremely ferule, aod the produciivns vanous and abuadant, wheat, rice,
cotton, whaceo, and (ha slne being the most abuadant.  T'en or moid
specres of the grape me founds  Oih i [rous aie yielded in grrat abundance,
and some of them of rare perfecuon |, a_pear having onc day been braught
to Mr. Verkins twelve anches in circumlerence.  So numcrons mie the ore
chards and the sbade treea in the viilages and along the water courses,
bt na small pact of the plun has the appeacance of American furests

From some of the clevauons back of Oroomaah,” says Mr Perking, * the
behoider has spread our before hum one of the lovelieat and grandest ape
cunens of nawral scenery that was ever ptescated 10 the eye of man *

The contrast beiween the distict of the plain and that of the mountams
is ax great as can be imagined.  No where can sceneiy more wild and
ruzged he found than in the ceateal cegions of Koordian  Sonte of the
elevated plame, which are completely embosomed in loftiec ranges, are of
considesabic exient and of great daty.  Sorfe of the deep aarrow gorges
are surpnsngiy ferule, ond every available ,nch of ground is under a tugh
sate of culinauvn. Not 8 few of he villazes are almoat inacceamble
Mony of the mouniam passes are extsemnely difficull, even for the pracused
fees of the nauwves, Fhe inhabitants obtain their seanty living chiefly
from pasturage. Duung the summer they come down to the plamn in
connidernble qumbers 10 find employment, and still more are dnren down
in winter by hunger and cold to seek a subsistence on charity,

People, Language.—The Nestonans are not so much a nation ax a sect,
Among themscives they do uot go by the name of Nestonians, but of Chri: -
tans. As a sect they rose in the fifih century, In consequence ot the
cacommunication of Nestonious, e Buliwp of Conslaatinople, who had
recened hia birth and cducation in Synia, and who waa deposed, probably,
inore out of envy than because of heresy.  His countrymen warmly espou.
scd his cause, the riung acct was befiseaded by the tovereigns of Persia,
and icrapidly spread sself throughout the central and castern parts of Ans,
This was owing to their remarkable missionaty character, in rerpect to
which no scct or people, beside the M will bear a i
wih them. Their missionanies went forth in all directions, ond bdraved
every hardship and danger in the prosecution of their object  Gibbon
bears winers 10 their quenchless zeal and eelf-densal  They planted
cuuiches or. the Maiabar 235 i Jadia which vosunue to this day.




