Volu_me VIII
THE REBELLION IN THE NORTH WEST-

I\ LEL omx thoughts just now e with ooy

é ) Canaddian troops who have been called
‘&M out so swddenty to quell the rebelling in
-t the North-West tervitory,  The seat ot
the outhreak being =0 near hote, and soldiers bweing
drafted from nearly every town in Canada to assist
in putting it down. it naturally takes up wore of
our thonghts and attention than even themost start-
ling news coming from Furope, The Soudan trouble
about which every one was talking a few weeksagn
seems quite to have fallen in the <hade and even
the great impending struggle with Russia fails to en-
cite us as it would do it we had not our own trou.
hles to take up our attention. Surely the year ol
1883 has hurst upon us like a tornado. Only three
short months passed by, and yet events, aflecting
England and her colonies, hiave folowed une wpon
another in sueh vapid suce=<sion, as would fill many
chapters of historv,  Happy for us it we can see the
handof alwighty Gad in it all.and rest humhly and
trustingly on Him whoe rules and ovders all things
God leads individuals to Himself through the medi-
um of adversity mud trouble :—even so may He
draw us as a nation to realize more than we have
done hitherto the noble mission to which we may
believe Tle has destined us, viz that of civilizing aml
christianizing, by just and righteous means and by
the preaching of His trath, all people and nations
and languages throughout the whole waorld,

Yes, there is trouble again in the North-West,
Louis Riel and the half breeds have risen onee more
and have raised the flag of rebellion : all Canada
ix aroused, and troops from all guarters ave wavch-
ing to the scene of the disturbance,

The writer of this paper remembers well the ks
rebellion, 15 years ago, when Lord Waolselev (at that
time Calonel) wud 1200 men passed through Sault
Ste Marie on their way to the West, aud had <o
wnich trouble wetting evervthing to the head of the
vapids Leeanse the Americans wonld not allow then
1o pass ahything throngh the canal . and th n the
arrival at that inhospitable looking sput where now
stinds the thriving town of Port Arthm.,  Allw
that tinie was bare rocks and bamt timber Land
lookine Wack and disual, We pitehed onr tent o
the shote, ou a spot now accupied v some of the
principal wharves, and got aur meals at u vough
baoard shamy kept by a My Flaherty,  There was
nadock s then evervthing had ta he towed ashare «n
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noseow,  There were anly five or six roughily con-
structed buildings, Al the troops were in - camp ;
and on Sunday we held serviee, a drum with a un-
ton jack over it heing the veading desk.

And now the troops are ealled out again,  Navi-
wation i elosed, the lnkes full of dee, the rivers all
frozen, but happily we have the Canadian Pacifie
railwav i a fae wan towards corpletion, and the
soldiers have all gone by that vaute. From Mon-
treal to Michipicoten, north of Lake Superior, the
line is afheiently completed to beavailable : then
comes a gap of 40 miles where they have to trudge
or use <leighs, and turther west are two more gaps
of about 15 miles cach : after thut there is good
railway travel all the way to Winuipeg, and for
many miles west.  From aceomms that have  eome
to hand the poor fellows seem to have suffered a
woud deal in traversing these gaps, the weather be-
ingintensely cold, the glass 227 below zero, and snow
4 feet deep : still they luve pressed on heroically
one poor young fellow who had been ailing two or
three days but would not give in through fear of
being left bebind in hospital, at length fairly sank
down from exhaustion, and his comrades seeing his
pale youny fave upturned on the snow theught he
was dead.  “Not yet, old man,” said theyouth, open-
ing his eves as a lantern was held to his face, “I'm
not even a eandidate for the hospital yet,” and <o
he was placed on « sleigh, and went on with the ex-
pedition,

The seat of the rebellion at present seems to be
between the two branches of the Saskatchewan

liver. Riel has some 2000 halfbreeds with him,
and severnl Indian bands appear tohave joined him.
Several skivmishes have taken place and there hax
been <ome Woodshed.  The canseof the disturbance
appears to he as follows, When the Hudson “ﬁ)’
Company conveved their territorial rights over to
the Camadiag Government about 16 years ago, the
half hreed population and Indians disputed their
riglit to do so. claimed the lands as their own, and
with Louis Riel at their head formed o provisional
wovernment : this wus what led to the Red River
expedition of 18705 The Provinee of Manitoba was
at that time set vut, and the halfbreeds within the
houndieries of that Provinee it would seemn had ther
claims ttended to, and were sutistied withthelund«
allotted to them and to their children.  Bat the
still remained a large number of halibreeds oceups -
ing lamls outside Manitola, in the Saskatchewan
and Assiniboine Districts, whose elaims had neven
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