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narrations as "they wverc ail fihled with the Holy Ghiost?" and are ive.
îiot cominanded to be " filled with the Spirit?" And xvhen wve add
to these considerations the important fact, that the wvork supposed
to be donc is a work that bringys the human will and lîeart into con-
formity withi the Divine wvill, is it to be admitted that wvhcn the
wvhoIe heart hungers for it, and the xvholf- soul asks for it, the Lover
and Father of humati kind xviII, for the salze of illustrating His.
sovereignty, delay the saving gift ? The thought is abhorrent to
the belicving soul. Let i. perishi forever!

3. But how does the Bible speak in this inatter ? Does the-
WVord of God lead us to believe that we may bc suddenly sanctified ?,

Our first answer to this question, is that there is nothing in the-
B3ible against such belief. It is true, that 'i'e are told to, grow in:
grace; but growth is a natural phienomenon, of almiost infinite variety
of mode and degree. If the mode of spiritual prog-ess is to cor-
respond perfectly withi gro\vtli in nature, thien wvith what kind of
gyrowvth must it agree ? Will it be the growvth of the fungi, the
vegetable, or the animal ? Must iv'e w'ait likze the elephiant for
scores of vears ere we corne to inaturity, or mnay ive spring into,
coinpleteness and beautv as some insects do in a day P Must the
humian spirit, which is confessedly the highest thingy in the systeni
of this world's creation, be tied dowvxi to a conformity wvith the-
uncluangringy lairs of Iower organic life ? If a tr-ce or- an aligator
rnust takze years to growi by the daîly accretion of particles of carbon
and lime and pot-ashi and phosphorous, mnust moral feeling and
knowving power necessarily obey the same tedious law ? We are
told to grow, but it is iii " grace " and " knowvledge of oui- Lord Jesus.
Chirist-"siic/i knowvledge, too, as principally consists of spiritual
experience. And by wvhose chronometer can wve rneasure the min-
utes needed for a human soul to sec Jesus as a compicte Saviourr.
and to receive the fulness of the I-oly Ghiost ?

4. The history of Christian experience given in thec New v.Testa-
ment, favours the idea of suddenness iii connection withi salvation
and with ihat is sornetimes called the " second blessing." By the
statements of Christ in Johin xiv., 27 and in chap. xv. 3,9, 15 & i9, it
Nvill be seen that the disciples wvere in Christ iii an important sense
previous to His crucifixion, After I-is resurrection H-e " breathed
on theii1 and saici: 'Receive ye the HoIy Ghost.' " Jt is recasoinable
to believe that fromn that tinie onwvard they wvere Chiristians of a.


