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ing a charge on the Synod Fund. It was
recommcaded to ministers as a guide to the
Comnsiittce, to ascertain and report the
nuinbers which will be, rcvquired in thieir
congregations.

STATISTICS.
Professor Macknigbit submitted flic Re-

port of the Coxnmittee on Statistics. It is
as follows:

The Committee on Statistics beg to re-
port that the Table nowv in the hands of
Synod comprises returns from 127 congre-
gations. There are no returus from WVent-
worth, Bay F~ortune, Summerside, Tryon
and ]3onslîaw, Acadia, Musquodoboit Ilnr-
ber, French River, Little Harbor, Scots-
humn, and some conagregations reccntly
formcd. Ail of these congregations cither
were or stili are vacant, except thiree. An
estiînate of tîte personal statistics of these
congregations was formed by using the inost
recent retumn found in prev ious Tables ; but
it was thought as iveil to leave them out of
accounit altogether in the financial depart-
ment, as it too often happens that there is
a collapse, partial if not total, of the finan-
cial organization and wyork of a congrcga-
tion when it is vacant.

lu glancing over the genemal Summary,
and comparing it with that for the previons
year, it will appear that there is a con-
siderable increase in the fonds raised for
local purposes, ebpecially for church build-
ing, whilst there is scarcely any increaseoun
the contributions for Synodicat objeets.

The most satisfactory feature prescnted
by this comparison is an increase of tully a
dollar in the rate of contribution par family
-the average rates being for 1871, $9.24,
and for 1872, S1O.31.

The Committee find that our question in
the Sehiedule is ambign,-ous, that relating to
the average attendance at Church. They
wvould recommend that in reprinting the
Sehedule, average attendance be defined to
namne the average number of persous what
attend preaching on one Sabbath.

la conclusion the Committec would urge
upon ministers, te importance of a more
punctual transmission of the retumns to the
Clerks of their respective l>resbyteries;
and tloev v;ould also request that the Clerk5
complete their severai tables by adding Up
the colunins, as it is very inconvenient to
have nearly the whole ot this, work te per-
forin at tise last moment, whien the tables
are actually passing through thse press.

Rtebpeetfuily submitted,
A. MCKI(InT, Convener.

The Report was adopted, and the ques-
tion relating to average attendauce was or-
dcred to ho ieft out of future Schedules.

UNION.

The Report of the Committee was rcad
by Bey. Dlr. Bayne. It wvas asý follows:

UNION COMMITTEE REPORT, 1872-3.
Your Conimittee feel great gratification

in being able to report j>rüccedings nfhici~
present such brightening prospects ofspeed,
and happy consommation). silice it Ce-
came their privilcgc, as Nvell ab duty tu re-
present this Synod, your Comimitteu have
songhit to realizc the responbibility laid upuao
theni, on the one hiand, to conserve thte
sacred intercsts of the Doctrine, l)iscipliite
and Goyernmcnt delivcrcd to faithful gua-
dianship, and on the othur lîand, to reniuve
the rcproachi causcd by the grievous aud
unseemly, because unnecessary and injuri-
ous divisions in the varions branches ot' tht
Preshyteiian Fatnily throughiont the Du-
minion. It is with peculiar pleasure your
Cornmittee have to affirm that the Con.
mittees of sister Churches mnanifestcd the
samne spirit and pnrsncd the samne course
througio-ut ai negotiations. Whcu th.-
joint meeting wvas hield at St. Johin on the
ilith April, it was found that a previotus
meeting of the Committess representing the
Presbvterian Churchi of Canada, iii conne'-
tion 'with the Churchi of Scotland, and the
Canada Presbytcriain Churchi had taken
place at Monîreal for the purpose of con-
sidering matters arising, out of the deliver-
ances of the Supreme Courts of these
Churches, and specially alèecting TIIE3
The minutes of the conféence wvhen sub-
mitted to Joint Commiîtcc wcre found t)
contain the rcsults of deliheration on the
thon important subjects, wvhich had hithertG
canse4d the grestest divtergence of opinior,
viz.

ist. The deliverance of the Canada Pres-
byteriaqn Çhurch or the Headshîp of Clhrb
over Ris Church.

2nd. The deliverances of hoth Churches
on State Grants to Deriominational Co-

3rd. The deliverance., of the Si nod of
the Presbyterian Churelh of Canada in con-
nection with the Church of Seotland on -h
mode oî appoinaiment of Thelogical Pro-
fessors.

lnstend of entcning immcdiatelv on tlic
consideration of the decisions of thle Con-
férence on these subjects, the Joint Cor.-
mittec resolved t0 takec up the Basis
Union.

The articles were severallv read s-
adoped in 1871, and il %va, nnlanitilu,&Y
agreed titat they do formn the Babis of Uni L
for the United Church, viz. :

lst. That the Seripture of the 01h! 31à
Newv Testament, being tho Word of 60,si.
are the only infallibleè rule of faith %111
mnanners.
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