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TIIE PELICAN..
'rhle great white peflcan of Africa is much ed thomisetves about thirty or forty feet abora

larg-er titan a swan, and somethinig of the saine the surface of dit sea, thcy turn tirir head,
shape aitd colour. But tîtat siîîgularity in witli one eyo downwards. and continue to f1Y
wihicli it differs frotta ail other birds is in the in that posture. As soon as they perceive a
bili. and the great pouch underneaah. which fish scîfllciently near the surface, they dart
zire wonderfui, and demands a description. down upon it with tie s%,.iftness of an arrow.

This enormous bill is fifteen iniches from seize it witli unerring certaiflty, and store it
the point to Éie opeising of the moutît, which up ini their poueh. They then rise agaifi,

;a goort way back bhehind the oves. The though flot without great labour, and continue
base of the bill is somewbat; greeonish:- but it hovering and flsh:.,jZ, with their head on one
varies towards the end, being of a reddish blue. side as before. This work they continue,
To the iuwer edges çf the under-chap. hangs with great effort and iudustry, tii> their bag is

a bg, eacingthoWiIO lngt othabu!fulli and then fly to land, te devour and di-
totZncD siihi aj ob aal fcn geat, at leisure, the fruits nf thseir industry.

taitiinsg fifteen qujarts of wvater. Titis bag tbe Gessner tells us, that the emperor Maxirni.
bird lias a power of wrinkliig uip into the hnI- hian Lad a tame pelican. which li-.ed for above
i0%v o? Élia utîder-ciap; but, by opaning the
biii, and ptntting one's hand down into tbe
bag, it mnay be distended at plcasure.

Tertre affirme, that this pouch, el hLd
as many fish as wifl serve sixty hungry men
fur a mcai; Such je the formation of (bis
extraordiiiary bird, %Yhicli -sa native of Af'rica
and Asserica.

They are ail torpid and inactive to the iast
degree, so that notliig can exceed their indo-
lance but their giuttony. It ia oniy from the
stimulations of itungar tbat they are excited
to labour ;for otbcrwise (bey wouid continue
aiw-vs; in fixed repose. When (bey hiava rais.

eiglîty years, and -which always attended his
army on their march.

WiLL ail the seam ing indolence of this birdi
it ie not entireiy incapable of instruction in
a domaestic state. Faiot Raymond assures
us, tbat ho lias sean one se tame ard avait
educatEd amonf the native Ainerirans, that
it wouid go off iii tihe murning, at tise word
of command, and return before nighît to its
master, witL ite great pouch diste:Aded witb
plunder; a part o? wLich the savages would
make it diagorge, and a part they amould par.
nmit it ts reserve for iteelf.

" 4TLe pelican, 1 as Fabre relates, ~is ot
destituto of ater qualifications. Oua wbicli


