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Lis command, the wmd‘begins to roar through
the éenfused mass of clouds and waves, Va-
pour and glesm 1o longer rule theatmosphere.
Phe brokan up deep siaks down beneath the
breath of heaven, and at last hides its awful
bitlows in the lowest caverns of the eurth,
Then, to hush the fears of the terrified beings
who hod survived the death of a werld, with
wha t:\ sublimity of beauty did Gad, upon the
first durk cloud that roiled ovee the summit of
.nmrn., plant his maoy crloured rainbow ?
«1do set iny buw in the cloud, and it shall be

for a taken.”
A death bed was spread in Ejypt. and a
eacrable man laid ham down to die. It was
.hc:h. ¢ tle culled to Lis sous, and siid,
Gather your.2lves tagether, that T may tell
vau. what shall befall yeu in the last days.?
Cue by one the fathers of the tribes advaveed,
2nd heard the oricular werds that destined
thum and thurs threughout foturity,  Joseph
approaches.  1lis blessing is a sentence that
zasts every heathen erac'e into miduight sha-
dows, ¢ A fruitful bow by 2 weils whose
branches run over the wall #* ¥ shotat by
the archers,” % % a garland of blessings
eming down from heaven abcve, coming up
feom the deep which licth under, twined with
foveand frritfolness, and reachivrg ¢ untn the
utmost bound of the everhisting hills, on the
head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head
o him that was srparate from bis brethren.’

(o be cintinved )
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OBSCURITY.

'Po m ke any thing very terrible, obscurity
seevs in gencrsl to e necessiry. When we
knaw tle full ex.ent of a ¥ dwnger, when we
om 2caustom our eys toit, a greit deal of
the aparehension vauishes. Bvery one will
te sensible of this, who considers how grea ly
‘micht 2dds to our dread, inall eises £ danger,
and-how much the notious of glosts and gob.
lins, of which none cas form clear ideas, affect
minds which grive eredit to the poputr tules
ercerving Such snts of bedngs.  Almost all
the heathen temples were dack.  Iven in the
barbaraus tomples of the American Yidians
they Ikanp thveir idol in & durk part of the hut,
which is consterated tohis worship, For th
“purpesé, ‘ton, the Braills perfurmed li their
Yeeremdcies in the bosem of the darkest- wouls.

and in the shude of the oldest and most spread.
ing ozks. No perzon seems better to have
understand the sccret of heightening, or of
setting tervible things, if I may use the ex-
pression, in their strongest light by the forca
of a judicious obscurity, than Bilton., Bis
descriplion of desth, in the second book, is
admirably studied ; it isastonishing with whas
a ploowmy pomp, with what a significant and
expressis e unerteinty of strokes and colouring
he bas fluistied the portrait of the king of
terrors s —~
The other shape,

If shape it might be called that'shape hud nune,
Distinguishabie, in member, joint, or limb 3

Oz substance might be eal’d that shadow
seem’d, .

For each scnm'd either ; black he stood wa
nights N

ierce as ten furics - terrible as hell—

And shook a deawiy durt,  Vrhat seem®d his
head

‘The tikeness of a kingly crown hud on.

In this description all is durk, urcectain,
cot:fu-2d,

terribie, ard subiirie, to the Jast
degree.

PIIEER

SQCIETY AXD SOLITUDN.

The second branch of the svetai pnssi:ms is
that which administers to society in geueral.
With regard to this, we observe, that scciety,
merely as scciety, without acy particular
hiighteaings, give us no positive pleasure in
the enjoyment 3 but aksolute and entire soli-
tude, that is, the totz! and perpetual exclusion
from all ssclety, is s gredia posisive pain #3
can almost be conceived, Therefore, in the
balance between th ‘picz‘\.rn of gene rnl st*mefy
aud the paiu of absaiute soh'ude, pam is tﬁe
predominant idea.  But the plasure of’ auv
particular sceiul enjoymeat cutweighs very
considerubly the uncasiness cattsed by the aznt
of that parlicul:r ewjoyments <o that ihe
to the kabltodes
of particular siziety, are seuwsadons of pleas
Good company, lively conversations,
and the endearments of a fricid:hip, £ the
niied with great pleasure; a tempoiary solie
tude, oa the other haud, is iiscif agreeable.
This iy, perhaps.prove thet wearecreatures
designed f.r contemplation as wed asaction s
sirce solitude

strongest sens*uiuns sel.tive

sure.

as well as s.eiety hasits piea-
sures. as from the feormer o’wcr\a’xvn we
may discern, thal an entire life 3f solitede
coutradicts the purposes of our being, .«,mce
deth itself Is scarcely wu iden of mmdre terror,




