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he finds that the immortal Nelson
was a good Hly-fisher, and even con-
tinued the pursuit with his lefi-hand !
How will the bachelor and old maid
feel strengthened in their affection
for the feline race, when they learn
that Lord Ileatbfield, the gallaut
defender of Gibialtar, was so fond of
cats, that be suffered numbers of
these animals, young and old, to
gambol about him, e¢ven when most
actively engaged on the bastions of
the fortress. lafact, a feeling some-
what similar to that which leads us to
the looking-glass, attracts our atlen-
tion to Biogtaphy, the looking-glass
of the inward man ;—and that bio-
graphical work which places the
subject before usin hischamber and
in his garden, as well as in the ca-
binet and in the battle, will always
be perused with delight. 'The c1i-
tics may rail agust Mewmowrs and
Portrait Painting, as excinding
their more dignified sisters, Iistory
and Historical Painting, from the
rank they ought to hold in the puh-
lic estimation ;—but the critics will
brandish their nettle-rods in vain,
History is frequently indebled to
Biography for its most touching and
graphic passages ; and, as an ele-
gant critic very justly observes,
¢ the originalintention of this excel-
Tent histortan (Hume) to write anly
the reigns of the Stuarts, has given
1o bis work those lively dashes of
biography, which have greatly con-
tributed 1o render 3t so popular and
interesting.”  The sawme remark
may with equal justice beapplic tc
Loovd Clarendon, in whose pagesthe
principal characters of the day stand
out most boldly and plainly exhibit-
edin alto relievo 10 the mental vision,
though somewhat invested with the
kues which the allowable pre udices
of the noble historian threw around
them. The able critic just quoted,
ohserves more at large, that <¢ it is
worth while to remark with what ad-
vantage this spirit of Biography will
sometimes enler into the plan of
History, the most attractive and ani-
mated parts of which are often those
partial delineations of select anil fa-
vourite characters, where the vehe-
merce of admiration overcomes the
general sobriety and equal tenour of
historical representation ; and the
heat of the writer’s Losom prevails
ahove the ceremony of rules, and
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shows ilself in bold and enthusiastic
touches of extraordinary splendor.”

Forty yemrs ago, the Periodicals
of the day contained very severe cen-
sures on the uses, or rather the ab-
uses, to which Biography was pro-
stituted, At that period, a menia
for reating the Laves of swindlers
and Newgate heroes seized upon one
portion of the public ; wiile, on the
other band, the enthusiastic and
over-rchgious part of the community
ran into the opposite extreme of
cant ; and ayouth, with a little smat-
tering of learning, and a habit of
quoting Scripture upon almost every
occasion, was—on his death by con-
sumption, or some other inleresting
disease,—canonized as a Saint, and
exalted far above the morits of the
talented and excellent Kirk White.

Partiahty of friendsbip, or incon-
siderate afiection, will, even inthese
days, raise a pompous monument to
the memory of him who, whenalive,
occupied but little of the pubhic no-
tice, and whose life was a link of
particulars, only interesting to those
more immediately connected with
him. Buat the number of such in-
stances 1s trithng, when compared
with those,where a surviving relative
or friend has not only gratified his
personal feehings, but bas conferred
a benefit upon the community, by a
memoir of the idol of his affections.
The Memoirs and Correspondence
of the late Lords Collingwood and
Roduoey by their respective sons-in-
law ; — the Lives of Bishop Heber,
Sir Stamford Raffles, and Sir Ed-
ward J. Smuth, by their respective
widows ;—and the Biography of Sir
Tavid Baird, compiled by Theodore
Hooke, from papers and documents
furnished by the widlow of the de-
ceased herv, are works of a sterling
nature, iltustiatase of history, incal-
cative of morality, and fascinating
records of the domestic lives of the
great and good.

A perusal of the first volume of
The Georgian Hra has elicited the
foregoing desultory remarks. The
memoirs comprised in thig volume
are arranged in classes, and have
heen compiled with accuracy and
care.  Although tle plan of the
work does not admit of the devotion
of alarge space {o each individua!
memoir, yet The Georgian /[ra
possesses far higher merits than mere



