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NEW SERIES.

l DRILLY,

As hsve generally plante: ootatoes in
anlls, § wul treat of that method tirat Hav.
ing the land prepared, drills are opened from
30 to 34 inches wide, and nct too deep,
should the ground be loose, they will some-
times be made deeper than 48 wanted ;
in that case give the drills a single stroke of
the harr.w leng*hwise of the drill, the lvose,
meow, esrth fallinginto the bottom of the
Arill makesa fine bed for the potaio sots.

The Jield.

Potatoes and their Cuitivation.
IL
CULTIVATION,

When the land was newly clesred from the
original furest, the potato wasalways plant-
ed in nlls, all themould that could be got)
from among the fresh roots heaped upon;

them when planted, and nothing farther
done to them until digging tune. Even after |
theland was cleared up, this was, and con-
tinues still tobe the favounte method with)

many ; some planting whole seed, but the ) ~ .

most part use cut potatoes for seed.  Noah zgjﬁ(::g‘ i?; ](;:ifl' b:az:‘(::zn?ﬁg g:x:t‘ai b‘:x{
VYebster. the author of the well known in mos cases that is nos ne.e;ssu'y
dictionary, gives the four following They arethen left uniil the young shooisme
rules f(l))r rialSIng potatocso:—lat, the seedy ready 2o push thiough, when we set
should be of full growth. 2ad, cuttings pro- ‘up the drills anew with the plough, hus cut-
dace more thaa swhole potatoes. .3rd, pota- 1y ng all theyoung wecds that have sjrung
toes will not come to perfection withoutsun; ’up in the bovrom and sides of the drills,
theretoro nothing is so projudicial as to| then harrow the drills well down lengthwire.
plant them too thick especially on rich soul. ‘of the drill, thus killing wost of the weeds
4th, cuttngs w drills where the land sy o top of vhe drill ana making the whole
light will answer well at nine inches apart. | s oh 4nd mellow for the young plents to

The preparation of land for potatocs onght

{ come through. It this operation 13 welldone
to begin the previous fall.  1f the ground is

it willleave very little work for the hce,
very foul and weedy, it ought to be ploughed | After this, the young plants will generally
immediately after harvest ; then, after be.

grow very rapldly. When they kave grown
ing well harrowed allowed to lie aud rot & a fow inches high, take a drill cuniva or
few weeks, 1t oughtthentobe well man- |(thisimplement should be of the best kind,
urcd, and again ploughed, leaving it lying

one that will not slip over the hard spots—
unharrowed all winter, taking care to let the | many are not suffistently careful onthis lat.
water off if any is likely to lis on it. In ‘

tee point, henze the loose soil that neede the
most cases, however, one ploughing in the | leses cultivation gets most,) pass op one
fall will be sufficient. In the spring, after ‘one drill and down another, running the cul.
the grain crops are sown, and the ground has | tivator as deep as poassible, thus making the
become dry enough to work well, the ground | bottom ofthe driltlo se and mellow, snd kil
for potatoes has to be cross ploughed and | ling the young weeds that aro just springing
harrowed, but as ground for potatoes does | up, takiug care not togo too near tae youry
not require to be made so fino as it does for | potato plants the first time. Then, after a
turnips, carrots, &c , if it is at all clean, it[werk or so, cultivate them again, geing
-does not require much harrowing to fitit for fup the drils we crme down befire,
planting. Up to this stage, whether it is in- | and se ting the cultivator a few inches wider
tended to plantin drillsor hills, the cultiva |80 as to get as closo to the young plants as
tion is the same. posslble without injaring them. Jtis of im.

drill,—a little Iess or more asrhe var'ety may
grow rank or otherwise,. Then cover up
with the plough, covering the sets no: more
than six tnches deep.  If the ground is clod.

| Then plant the sew abons a foot apart m the

portarca that drills be made at first as
straight and equal as possible ; for when
made all alike wide it g-eatly faciiitates the
culture throughout the entire season—the
cul ivator gettivg nerr the young plants all
slong st e drill, withoas tear ng out plants
in some 1. ces, and leav'ng other parts un-
culiiva’ed. It Isof grest importance thas
the potatoes (snd other rootcrops) be thor-
oughly and frequen ly caltivated during
thalr growing season, as frequont stirring of
the so'l bastens the decompoaliion of organ’e
mattrr, ard otherwise rencers latent plant
foodavatlable,and also effeotuslly kills weeds,
«r ra*her prevents tkem from growing at all.
This preveatin, of we.dsf om springing up
is of vast impur ancs il is were on'y for the
sake of molsture. A writsr in alatenumber
of the American Agqriculturist says :—** Ev-
ery weed 10obs the ground of m.istare—the
weads a ¢ constantly absorb ng f omthesoll
water through their reots, snd evaprrating
it threugh tkelr leaves into the a mosphere ;
the weeds In meny a ficld of potatoes eva-
porate during our hot July weather 500 gal-
fons of watwr per 35y per scre,  If this be so

frem s:ringtug up.

When the yourg plants reach the proper
size, beforo the,0ots begla to rua much in
the driile, we set them up with the plough,
it with a single moulded plough, goirg up
snd down in each furrow, leaving the drills
nottoo high, and snother flat on the %op.
They may now be considered finished until
diggicg time. Lard cavnot ba cleaned so
well wich potaioes as it can with turnips,
becauee potators are planted earller, so thas
there is not such & good eppor.un'ty fo clean
the ground before they are planted, avd
then they bavo to be soorer laid by, ro that
the weecs get a chauce to grow between the
dnlls waen they cannot be killel (by the
plough or culi.ascr) wltkoat lnjurlog the
crap

HILLS,

Asalrea’y stated, mny own prastice has
moetly been to tlant tn drills; many, how-
ever,peifcr p aav'ng la bil's, They thinkthey



