ohe gield.
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Thistlo Seedlings.

It will be reen by the following estract and ae-
companying illustration that an crror somewhat
prevalent in this country, and which has repeatedly
been combatted in the Cavapy Faruer, has not yet
been rooted out of the old country.  Our correspond-
ent, “Publicola,” will be pleased to see a confirmation
of tho lesson hie Las more than once sought to incul-
cate on hiv brothier farmers, in the following commu.
nication and cditorial remazks from the Agricuitvral
Gazelle:—

*% ¢ Thera is a very
strong opinion cxisting,
not only here but all
over England, among
many intellizent and
practical men, that the
COmMOit COrtl OF Way-
side thistle will not grow
from sced, or rather that
it docs not produce seed.
As to mysel), T am satis-
fied that it producesseed
aad that itz seed will
grow. Auny oue donbtful
on that head could not
do better than try the
cxperiment at once by
sowing in a flower-pot,
or anything at hand, as
the seeds this antuma
are, I fing, well ripencd
and nwmerons, and I
think some fine speci-
mens are not rave.  The
very lot summer bas
seeded abundantly Sain-
foios, Lucerne, &e., be-
sides weeds of atl sorts.”

*In response to he
ubove suggestive letter,
and in reply to several
similar questions vecent-
1y received. we re-produce somo illustrations of expe-
riments which wo made mine years age.  Theso were

givon in the Agricullural Ga.«tle of Aug. 25, 1860, On

the 2nd September, 1839, ten recently-gathered seeds
of the common field Thistle {Carduus Arvensis) were
sown. By the 21st, or at the end of nineteen days.
all the seeds had not only come up. Lut advanced to
the condition shown in Fig. L

Afier the fist frost.‘

fie plant, by which its muitiplication by sccondary
buds, @ a, is brought about. Figure 3 shows how
one of the piants advanced Letween February 27th
aad Junc 28th. the tine when our last drawiag was
made.  In thie the socondary bud had grown up toa
large prichly, but abortive hued, while preparciion
was made in the tertiary buds—at. q, @, in Figure 3
~-for 2 complete plantation of Thisties.™
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The Wheat Crops of East Lothian,

To the Edidor of 'Tue Cavaps FARMER @

Sin,—In your izcue of July 15 there appearsan
article on * British versus American Farming,™” in
which there ie an extract from the Farmer (Seot-

tish) that says. “The East Lotbian faviner, who can
enjoy the pleasuve and deep satisfaction of viewing
the level field of full-cared wheat swwaying in the un-
dulated wases beneath & Lright sun. giving to the
grain a last golden tinge before the reaper enters on
itg clatteilog work, can almost Lo a nicety tell you
that he viull " pwlh from that field his fifty or sivty

Loskels unwn ™ Now, sir if such is the ense 3f

the whole of the plauts had apparently died, as;sume of the East Lothian faimers can louk down on

spring came on. however, they were making roots
and buds. Tigures 2a¢ and 2b show two slages of
this progress; the buds b b are the growing points of

such magniticent ctops, there ma~t be others of them
that have to look down on wheat creps very inuch
less—indeed, not 5o far ahead of the **careless agri-

cultural sinners,” to whom you dircot your lhomily,
as you would bave us believe.

In 1857, the latest year in whirh the crop statistics
were taken in Seotland, the average wheat crop of
East Lothian is given ot twenty-six bushels and two
aud a balf pecks per acre  In 1856 it was given at
twenty-cight bushels and three pecks per acre;
which, taking the uverage of the two years, gives
about twenty-seren and a half bushels as theaverage
wheat crop of that county.

In reading your orticle ono would think thal
most of the farmers had such mogpificent crops.
But lot us see with the averago as above how
the matter stands. I believe that there are about
twenty thousand acres under wheat in the county in
qnestion. Now suppose
wo allow seven thou
sand of {hese acres to
yiclidsayfifty-fivebushels
per acre—cqual to threo
hundred and cighty-five
thousand bushels-(while
the whole twenty-thou-
sand acres, at the aver-
age of twenty-seven and
2 half, would gire five
hundred and fifty thon-
sand)—leaving the other
thirteen thousand acres
to yicld one bundred
and sevenly-five thom-
gand bushels, or about
thirtecn and a baif bush-
els to the acro, 80 that i3
it casily seen how far
they are ahead of the
« caroless agricaltural
sinners” of Canada.

I never was in East
Lothian, but know that
it isalways looked upon
as on¢ of the bestfarmed
counties in Scotland—
the one indeed in which
improved agriculture
{ook its first riso in that
counfry, and I certainly
wish that their erops may never be less; but X sus-
peet the Farmer was stretching them a little when
be would make us believe their wheat generally
yiclded fifty or sixty bushels to the acre.

I can bardly agree with your own viewsat the
close of the article, asmy opinion is that tho Kast

Lothian farmera are far less subject to baving their
wheat erops winterkuled or seriously damaged by
wiseets, and these 1 consider are about the greatest
draw.bazh to the growth of fall wheat that the
- careless agricaltaral sioners™ in Canada bave ta
contend with. W.R.

Cobourg. Sept. 12, 1868.



