————

THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.

125

In 1530, he was sent by the king, with-a solemnievening, on pretence of diverting himsolf on the wa-
embassy, to dispute on the subject of the divorce at ter, ordered his barge to be rowed to Lambeth, The
Poris, Rome, and other foreign parts, at Rome hejArchbishop was informed of it, came down to pay
delivered his book which he had written in defence his respects, and was ordered by the king to come
of the divorce to the Pope, and offered to justify itfinto the barge, and sit close by him. Henry made
in a public disputation ; but after various promises|him acquainted with the accusation of heresy, faction
snd appointments, none appeared to oppose him ; ,&e., which were Jaid against bim : and spoke of his
while in private conferences he forced them to con-topposition to the six articles ; the Archbishop mo-
fess, thet the murrioge was contrary to the law of'destly replied, thst ha could not but acknowledge
God. Tha Pope constiluted him Penitentiary-Geu-|himself to be of the same opinion, with respect to
eral of Enpland, and dismissed him, In Gerwany{them, but was conscious of having offended against
he gave full setisfaction to many learned men, whojthem. ‘Then the king putting on an air of pleasante
were before of 8 contrary persuasion ; and prevailediry, usked him ifbis bed-chamber could stand the
on-the famous Osiander to declare the Ling’s mar-{test ofthese articles ; the Archbishop confested that
nage unlawful. Before he left Germany he married|he was married in Germany, before his promotion ;
Osiander’s peice. While he was absent the greatihut assured the kit 2 that on the-passing of that act,
Archbishop  Warham died. Hanry consinced oflhe had parted with bis swife and put her abroad to
Cranmer’s merit determined that he shonld succeed,ber friends.  Iis mujusty was so charmed with his
lim ; and commanded him to return for that purpose jopenness and integrity, that he discovered the whole
He suspreted the cause and delayed: desirous by alljplot thet was laid against him ; gave him a ring of
means to decline this high station for be had a true.g..  value, to produce upon a future emergency ;
and primitive sense of the office. But this only sti- anu determined tn countermark Cranmer’s enemies,
malated the king’s resolution, and the more reluc-lwho summoned soon after to the council,suffered him
tauce Cranmer showed, the greater resolution Hen-ito wait in the lobby swongst the footmen, treated
1y exerted. He was consectated March 30th, 1533,(him on his admicsion with haughty contempt ; ~and
to the office ; and though he received the usuul bulls|would have sent him to the tower. But he produced
from the Pope, he protested atkis consect *tion against|a ring, and gained his enemies a severe reprimand
the oath of sllegiance, &c., to him. For he had|from tienry, and himself tbe highest degree of se-
convessed with the reformed in Germony, and read;curity and favour.
Luther’s books, and was zealously attached to the; Upon this oncasion he showed his lenity, which
reformation, always so much distinguiched him : never persecut~

He was disagreeably employed,es the first service ing any of lus enemies ; nay, he freely forgave even
he did the king, was in pronouncing the sentenceithe inveterate Gardiner,on bis writiog a supplicato-
of his divorce from Queen Catharine : and next in|'Y letter to him for that end, The same lenity he
oining his hands with Anne Buleyn ; the consequence;showed towards Dr. Thornton, the suffragan of Do-
of which marriage was the bisth of the glorious Eliz- ver, and Dr. Barber, who, though entertained in his
sbeth, tonhom hie stood godfather. And as the queenjfamily, and intrusted with his secrets, and indebted to
wis greatly interested in the Reformation, the friends|him for many favours had ungratefully conspired with
1o thst work began te conceive high hopes ; and in- Gard aer to take away bis life. ~ When he first dis-
deed it wert on with desirable success, But tuejcovered their treachery, he took them aside into his
ckle disposition of the king, and the fatal end of the,Study, and telling them that he had been ba<ely and
sohappy Anne, for awhile slarmed their fears, though fulsely uccused by some, in whom be had always
by God’s providence without any ill-effects.—-The|repored the greatest confidence, desired them to ad-
ope’s supremacy was umversaliy ezploded ; mon-vise him» how he sheuld behave himself towards
dries, &c. destroyed, upon the fillest detectionithem. They, not suipecting themselves to be con-
fité most abominable vices.; tha able book,jcerned in the question, replied, that such villians
«The Erudition of a Christian Mam gwas set forth 0ught to be trosecuted with the !reagest rigour, nay,
¥ our great Archbishop ; and the szpled scriptures;deserve to die withoul mercy. At this thu Archbish-
t length to the infimte joy of Cranmer, wera uot,0f: lifting up his hands to heaven‘” cried out, < Mer.
oly translated, but introduced into ever parish :;;ﬁ;‘;“:) u(':‘-o(:i‘2 Ki:)obn;s?;yta :]l::‘t :':‘l:y whi?&n?néll::z’] gﬁl}
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id the translation was received with lnexPl’esmb!e‘covered their treachery, asked them if they knew

¥ i Every one that was able, purchase it, and thellhose papers. When they saw their own-letters pro
wr flocked greedily to hear it read ; some By duced against them, they werein the utmost confu-

a years learned to read on purpose that they might'sion - .

s . 3 . , and falling down on their kunees, humbly sued
ruseit, and even little children crowded ta bear for fmgiveness.a The Archbibop told them that he
forgave tb. n, and would pray for them ; but that
'they must not expect bim ever t¢ ttust them for the
future. And now we are upon the subject of the
Archbishop’s readiness to forgive injuries, we may
relate a pleesant instance of it which happened some
time before this. The Archbishop’s first wife, whom
be married at Cambridge, was kinswoman to the
hostess of the Dolpbin inn, and boarded there; and
he ofien resorting thither on that aceount, the Popish
party had raised a story, that he was ostler of that
irm, and uever had the benefits of a good educatinn.
‘This idle story a Yorkshire priest had aith grest con-
eiﬁdence ass'i’rled in an ﬂe-};ol;nsle,\vhichge used to ize-
1 &8 Iquent : railing at the Archbishop, and raying that
d, for the perusal of'the people, iu his c“hed“’.ge had no more Icarning thana goose. So)meoof the
St. Paul’s. 'parish informed lord Cromwell of this-; and the priest
The enemies of the reformation, however were, was commilted to the fleet prison. When hp had
tless, and Henry alas ! was no protestant in his{been there nine or ten weeks, he sent a relation of
at,  Croruwell fe.f a sacrifice to them, and they.his tothe Archbishop, to beg bis pardon, and to sue
ed every possible sha(t at Cranmer ; Gardiner in:fora discherge. The Archbishop wstantly sent for
ticular, was indefatigable, be caused him to be ac-.ltim, and after a gentle reproofiasked the priest whe-
d in parlinment ; and several 1drds of the !,r;vy-ther lie knew him ? to which e answering, no, the
nosel moved the king to commit the Archbishup Archbishop exjpostolated with him, why he should
the tower. He perceived their malice, and one then make so free with bis character. The priest
-excased himself by his being in drink : but this
Cranmer told him was 1 double foult, And then
let him know that if he were inclined to try, \\h;;,t: a
salso thereh v Hine oflae -scholar he was,.he should haveliberty to oppose bim
$10 dcfefldy {,’l’: %ﬁ,{gﬁ’:ﬁiot:,n;lnnl?;{fﬁli{ni;(f::]::‘3:;:;’;3_ in whatever science he pleased, T-he.pmsf hum.
ofthe clergy ; or of thuse who -had vowed celibacy ;' bly. usked his pardon, and coufessed Limseli to be
o speak. ogainst private masses and auricularconfes-j Very 'gnorart, und to understand nothing, but his
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That he might proceed with true judgment, Cran-
er made a collection of their opinions, from the.
orks of the ancient fathers and later divines : of)
bich Bishop Buraet saw two volumes in folio ; and
appears by a letter of Lord Burleigh’s that there
ere then  8ix volumes of Cranmer’s collections in;
it bands. A ghining proof was soon after given,
bis disis terested constancy, by his noble opposition,
what are commonly called King Henry’s six bloody'
icles.*  However, he weathered the storm, and,
blisiied (with an incomparable preface) by him-.
f, the large bible, six of which even Bonner, the
tely consecrated Bishop of Londow,. caused to b

*By these none wera allowed to speak against fransub-
liskon, an pain of being burnt as heretics, aod forfeit-
their gnods-and chatties, as in case of treason. Tt

are well versed in the English Bible, and can aa-
swer any questions out of that, pray tell me, who
was David’s futher 2 The priest stood still awhile
to consider; but at last told the Archbishop he could
not recollect his name. ¢ Teli me, then,” says
Crannier, * who wus Solomon’s father 27 The poor
priest replied that he had no skill in genealogies, and
could not tell. The Archbishop then advising him
to frequent ale-houses less, and his study more, and
admonishing him not to accuse others for want of
learning, till he was master of some bimself, sent
him home to his cure. ‘T'hese may serve ss instances
of his clement temper. Indeed, he was much blam-
ed by many, for his too great lenity; whicl it was
thought, encouraged the Popish faction, to make fresh
atlempts against him;—but he was happy in giving a
shining example of that great christian virtue which
he diligently taught, The king, who was a good
discerner of wen, remarking the implacable hatved
of his enemies fowards him, changed his cont of arms
from three cranes, to three pelicans, feeding their
young with their own blood; and told his grace
‘¢ these birds should signify to him, that he ought
to be ready, like the pelicen, to shed bis blcod for
his young ones, brought up in the faith of Christ ;
for, said the king, you are like to e tried, if vou will
stand to your tackling at leng:h.”” The event prov-
ed the king to beno bad prophet.

In 1546, king Henry died, and left his crown tn
his only son, Edward, who was god-son to Cranmer,
and had imbibed all the gpirit of a reformer. This
excellent young prince, iufluenced no less by his
own inclinations, than by the advice of Cranmer,
and the otber friends of the reformation. was dih-
gent in every endeavour to promote it. Homilies
syere composed by the Archbichop, and a catechisms
Erasmus’ notes on the New Testament translated,
and tixed in Churches ; the Sacrament administered
in both kinds ; and the Liturgy used in the vulgar
tongue. Ridley, the Archbishop’s grest friend, and
one of the hrightest lights of the English Reforma-
tion, was equally zealous in the good cause ; and with
him the Arclibishop drew up forty-twe articles of re«
ligion, which were revised by other bishops and di-
vines ; as through him be had perfectly conguered
all his scruples respecting theMdoctrine of the corpo-
real presence, and published a much esteemed treat-.
ise, entitled, ¢ A Defence of the true aud catho'ic
Doctrine of the Sacrament of the Body and Bisod
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

[To be concludedin our next number.]

RESIGNATION OF A B1SHOP:
Archbishop Leighton, itis known, made a‘collec~
tior of cases similar to bis own, where Bishops of
the early church aud others had resigned their offives.
Whether a bishop of the English Church, as @ Peer
of Parliament,can resign his functions has been doybt-
ed. The following notice of the intention of Dr.
Pearce, Bishop of Rochester to resign, occurs- in
Dodsley’s Annpal Register 1777 :--% in the year
1763, his lordship being 78 years old, and fiuding
himself less fit for the business of his'stations as bi«
shop and dean, informed bis friend Lord Bath, of his
intention to resian folk, and live in aretired man-
ner upon hit private {ortune. Lord Bath undertook
fo acquaint his Mlsjenty, who samed a day and hour
when the bishop was acmitted alone into the clocet:
He told the king that ue yvvished to have some. inter—-
val between the futizues of business and eteraty,
and desired his Majesty to consult proper persons
about the propriety and legality of his resignation-
tn about two months the king informed him that Lord'
Mansfield.saw no objection, and that Lurd Northings
ton who had-been-doubtful,. on further consideration,
tnought that the request might be complied with.-—
Unfortunately for the bishop, Lord Bath applied
for Bishop Newton to succeed. ‘I'his alsrmed the
ministry, who thought that:no dignities should be ab-
tained but through their hands, ‘They therefore ap-
posed the resignation, and his M-jesty.was informed:
that the Bi<hops disliked thedesign.” His- Majosty
sent for himagain, and:at's third. gadience told him,
that he must not thiik no more of resigning. TFhe
bishop repliec, ¢ Sir ¥ am all duty andrsubmission,—

ymother tongue.. No-doubt, then, suid Cravmer, youjand then ratired.—~ Church



