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THE OANADIAN CRAFTSMAN.

proud, and justly proud, of his an- | repeated, as you will remember, the

osstry.

entire veporb of the committee being

Sweetness and light. Let ushonor | published in printed proceedings of
and love them. They are our herit- | 1880. In 1852, extrasts were pub-

sge =8 Freemasons. We need no
Ma 3w Arnold to introduce them
to us. In our fraternity there is no
conflict between light and darkness;
there isin the world. Brotherly love
and truth are the corner stones of
our institution, and as long as it
rests upon them, so long will it endure
ond prosper.—Keystone.
THE BIBLE IN OHIO ¥REEMA-
SONRY.

At the annual mesting of the
Grand Lodge of Ohio, in October
Inst, the Grand Master in his addresg
referred to ths Bible in Freemasonry,
end that the brethren might under-
stand the matter more clearly he
reviewed the subject as follows:—

That you may see the position the
Grand Lodge of Ohio has taken in
relation to the Bible question in all
her past history, sllow me to call
your careful attention to the following
quotations from her printed proceed-
ings:—

In the year 1817 (see yrint, vol.
1, page 85), I find “A ci..alar from
the Grand Lodge of Ohio to the sub-
ordinate lodges under its jurisdic-
tion.” In this eircular occurs the
following language:;

¢The celebrity and unity of Masons
depends not on the num’.er, but on
the purity and uprightness of its
votaries. Therefore, in every admis-
sion, & strict observance of the three
Great Lights of Masonry is solemnly
requested and enjoined. A satisfac-
tory helief in the infallible rule of our
faith and practice is ever to be re-
quired as an essential pre-requisite

lished from the correspondence of W.
B. Hubbard, then Grand Master. 1
sappose no better autbority need be
produced, at least to Ohic Masons,
than William B. Hubbard. The fol-
lowing decision received the hearty
approval of the Grand Lodge:—

“Belief in God. Ancient Masonry
required a belief in God, the Supreme
Architeot of the Universe, & God of
spirit (not of stone, twood, or any
other specimen of idolatry), one that
was from everlasting to everlasting,
supremely wise, good, and powerful.
The fraternity from time immemorial
were taught to regard the ‘Book of
the Law’ as the rule and guide of their
(not faith, but) conduct. A member
denying the authenticity of the Holy
Scriptures (or, Book of the Law)
should be dealt with, and reprimand-
ed, suspended or expelled, according
to the nature and oircumstances of
the case.”

In the year 1868, at the sessiom
held in the ecity of Dayton, a case
came up on appeal, from Brie Lodge,
289. The committee on grievances,
of whom Bro. J. Kelly O'Neall wes
one, made the following report:—

“Your committee on grievances, to
whom was referred the appeal of H.
N. Shipman, from the action of Erie
Lodge, No. 289, suspending him in-
Jefinitely from ths privileges of Ma-
sonry, for un-Mesonic conduet, after
a careful examination of the proceed-
ings of the lodge, and the testimony
on file, find that Bro. Ship..an has

, been guilty of denying, in open lodge,

the authenticity of the Sacred Sorip-
tures, and ridiculing the same, and
asserfing the same as In no way

for initiation, nothing short of which , essential to Masonry. Your commit-
ean possibly warrant an cxpectation | tee are of the opinion that such dis-
that its influence will be daly real- | regard for and disrespect of the great
ized.” Light in Masonry should not be

The same sentiment runs through | tolerated in any orgenized body of
the entire circular. In the year 1844 | the oraft; and while your commitize
thego declarations were substantially | think the sentence a severe one, they



