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is transacted correctly. All of the Lodges aie properly supplied with the liglits,
jewels, working tools and other requisites for a proper rendering of our ceremonies.
I pointed ont to eadh Lodge, cither in the work or in the mode of transactîng busi-
ness any riiistake or diserepan> that I th.ouglt should bu reetilìed, aId the sugges-
tions made, and even the rcbukts adinist.red, thougli these were happily few, were
received in the best possible spirit.

Among the variett of questions propounded offieially for ny consideration thero
were few of general interest. To an euquiry whether a residenît of a nîeighboring
Province could be accepted in a Lodge in this ,Jurisdiction, the Lodge nearest his
residence in the other Piovinue consuting, 1 directed the Grand Seeretary to reply
that I thought the consent of the Grand Master of that Jurisdiction must be obtairied
by the applicant, to enable hin to petition away from the Juusdiction in which le
hie lived. I can understand a Lodge wauii-:ng its rights over a candidate to another
Lodge on the sae t.gi try ; but it appears to mne to give permission to go outside
of the limits of the Grand Lodge in whieh a man lives is a Sovereign act, and cannot
Le exercised by a subordiniate. I decided, on anu application to that eflect, that the
lav ,nd piactice in this Province did not allow of the installation in pubae of the
oflikers of a Lodge, and I kie w of no power possessed by the Grand Master to enable
Lim to issue a dispensation to legalize such a publie installation. I also decided that
the refusal of a Lodge to receive the petition of an applicant for initiation is equiva-
lent to a rejection, anîd that a candidate w hose petition lins not been received cannot
again petition within six inontis. I det id d, also, that a ballot taken upon an appli-
cation for admission is irregular and illgal, when the Grand Lodge laws respecting
the sending of the naine, age, residence and occupation of the petitioner, to every
member of the Lodge, have not been obje ed.

Among the dispeisations is-ued during the year ias one to enabie Ktli Lodge,
No. 23, Moncton, to hold a meeting for the election of its Ofhce-bearers, the Lodge
having failed to hold a meeting on the dai fixed by lav for the election. I also
issued a dispensation to enable the WoxsLipfui Master of Salisbury Lodge to serve a
third term, as there uns no Past Master in the Lodge and noune ot the Wardens waîs
willing to accept the Chi.ir. Few dispensations have been issued to enable Lodges
to pass or raise Ut tlren within the constitutional period.. Several applications for
dispenusations have been refuscd, and in the cases granted, the emergeney seemed to
justify the exercise of the power vested in the Grand Master by the
Constitution. When dispensations have Leen appplied for to enable Lodges
to wear Masonic clothing at public balls or parties of a mixed character, attentded by
other persons than lasons or members of tleir on n housebolds, i have reluctantly
granted the dispensations, because it appeas to have beenu the custon to permit the
display of Masonic clothing at suci parties. But the Grand Secretary lis endcavored
to irupress ipon Lodges that the custom would be more honored in the breacl than
in the observance ; and that it was not desirable to give entertainments of this kind,
throwing thîem open by public advertisement to all kinds of persons. I have found
that, occasionall\, Lodges desiring dispensations have issued summonses, invited
other Lodge s to participate in their arrangements, and proceeded entirely as though
the granting of a dispensation was a meure matter of forin, to bu had ,imply for the
asking. In one or two cases I have felt it my duty to refuse applications for dis-
pensations, after Lodges had made their arrangements, and my only regret was that
some innocent brethren wcre put to muel inconvenience by the neglect or indiffer-
ence of the Master and Wardens to take the riglt steps at the proper time.

The By-Laws of SeveraIl Lodges have beer submitted forapproval duringtle tex ni.
Where Lodges have adoptcd as a part of their Dy-laws the piovisions of the Consti-
tution, I have, as far as possible, crascd them, thinking it quite unnecessary (and
likely to lcad to errors, for a Lodge to adopt as a loual regulation une that is already
binding as a general regulation

On examining the By-laws it appeais that munîîh confusion exists in the inids of
many of the compilers as to the terms "exclusion' and "suspension." Thxese terms
are not synonymous. If a brother is "exclud d' his connection wvith his Lodge ceases
and he becomes an involuntary unaffiliate. Ie can only renuw his membursbip in
that or any other Lodge by following the usual forums for the admission of adjoining
members and by undergoing a ballot. "Suspension" docs not erasc a brother's name
from the roll, or absolutely tcrminate his membership ; and, in case where he is sus-
pended for non payment of dues, his membership may bu reumed without any vote
of the Lodge. I refer to this because Lodges are constantly dealing ivith excluded
brethren as if they were suspended ; and occasionally witl suspended bretlren as if
they were excluded. A reference to the Constitution, page 46, Sec. 28, and to page
47, Sec. 28 and 29, vill show at once that these terms are not convertible.
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