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PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY.

BY G. R. ûRUIOKalQANR, M.A., SCIENCE MASTER IN CHATHAM 1IGI1

sCiooL.

<.2roià, an adires deirered bejotre lie Chatham Di*trct Teacher'^Acon.)

In no branch of study shoul I a youth desiring a liberal oducation
bi more thoroughly drilled thau in geography. In conversation,
in roading the newspapers, at evory turn of life he is called upon te
make use of his store of geogr.phical knowiledge. That Yankee
who imagined Canada te be about the sane size ·s Pennsylvania,
seomed to be ridiculuusly ignorant ; that Eniglishîman impaired the
prestige of the London Tiniei wlo said tiat Montreal was connected
with Dotroit by the Victoria tubular bridge. The treasure of
geographical facts is an unfailing souarco of gratification te its pos-
sessor, and their judicious use in conaversation will stamnp hin
among his followa as a well read uian. Dut do ive net devoto too
much attention to. the position of places ? Are o net limiting
geography too much to one branch of it, topography i

The object of educatioi is te train the faculties so that the best
use nay be made of then te teach the maind to think intelligently
and to forn correct conclusions. Education should net only im-
prove reason andejudgnent but also store up in the mind valuable
facts-food for thought. How far does geography work out these
results? Aro theso nunerous details of foreigi lands desirable .n a
liberal education ? Do our well read mon, our shining lights in
science and letter, know thema ? I aniot giving you mny own
opinion only when I contend that fully one-half of our University
graduates would be inevitably plucked at the inermediate in'
geography. Why are they content to romain in suich grosa ignor.
ance ? Why dlo they not take their attention fron letters and
learn te sketch the coast Une fronm Copenhagen te Lisbon ; te naine
the chief townis on the rivers which flow fron near the St. Gothard
Pasa ? Such questions ais this <lo net train the reason, ner do they
cultivato good judgnent. They exorcise the imenory ; th'ey give a
false training and cramt it with dotails intended te bo forgotten.

And yet our pupils are expected te trace the outlinîes of foreign
coasts, te ronenber long lista of towns on far off rivers, while they
would not be considered at all ignorant if they know almiost nothing
(if the air they breathe, or of the ground on which they walk. O
the wind which faus then they know not " wlience it cometh or
whither it goeth." A friend, who lad been a teacher, on being
asked the position of an Amîerican city, expressed surprise at for-
getting it, renarking that a few years ago he knew every important
town and streani iii evory state iii tIe Union. On being asked if lie
was not sorry that lie hai forgotten, he replied that ho was net sure
whether he was or not. "Wlat did you Ilarn it for then " " To
pass the interniediate examination," was the reply. Such is
Scrami."

A good genéral knowledge thon of places, a particular onle of
home and of foreign lands attracting public attention, by war or
notable events, and a sketch of natheniatical and physical geo-
graphy would realize more nîearly the object of study. A youth
leaves school te settle on the farm ; most of the facta he has ac
quired are forgotten nover te be recalled; but the stars, the wind,
the rain, the rocks--vill day after day suggest thoughts te his
mind, koep him thinkinig, and keep his mind from becomiir- a cul-
tivated waste. His geography would thon be te him a pleaure in
solitude;' an ornaimîenit in society, a benefit always.

[rhe reniainder of Mr. Cruickshank's prelection, to which
the above is merely the introduction, contained a sketch of the
topics he would include under a course of physical geography,
these topics being all arranged under the three heuds : (z) Land,
(1) Water, and (c) Air.-En. JOURNAL]

• HOME LESSONS.

nY D. C. McIENRY, M.A.

Re<art.efore the Northumberlamd Teacher' Ansoc,ation, anti pblished by requaest of

1 the Asociation.)

In order fairly to discuts this question, it will bo necessary first
te agroe upon somûie basis as te the truc relation of thme teacher te the
pare#-the school te the home.

That this relation is a very intiiate onle will appear if we con-
aider that, prinarily, every parent is directly responsible for the
education of his own childron. Ho may undertake the vork him-
solf, net only before his children reaclh school age, but also durin&
the ontire course of thoir studios. Sonie parents profer this method
and adopt it. Our schoel law recogniizes thea riglit of purents thua
te oducato tieir ch:t drei-a right whicl ne one thinks of calling in
question. In this case hone lessons are the only lessons formally
given or received.

If all parents weru personally quaitied thus te couduct the edu-
cation of tlcir childron, and if thoy could devoto te the work that
ainount of attention which is iecesary there are at least some very
good reasons wly it night bu generally adopted.

It has boen found, however, that. in moinst famil .s this plan of
home instruction cainot bu carried out. For ma-. -rossons it is, as
a rule, quito inpracticable. Honco the sdeoul, and t.u school-teacher.

Again, the parent may bring the teacher te the home:, and, under
the parental roof his children may receive instruction. Or, as a
miatter of convenience, the children may be entrusted te the care
of the teacher at a public school, for a certain number of heure a
day.

Has the responisibility of the parent ceased, by reason of this
transfer? HaIs it oven very.materially changed in its character?

Contrary te the prevalent notions of many of the parents, I think
we amuiist maintain that they are still directly responsible, in a great
dogree for the educationai progress of their children; that the
teacher is but the assistent of the parent; and that it is only in a
limited sense that lie can be said tu stand in locc parentis.

Tho question as te whether thero shall be home-lessons thus
becones une nierely of convenience or expodiency. For, if all that
the child proporly requires at his age can be obtained at school,
thera.need be no.sclool-work at hoie. If, however, the child can-
niot complete at school ail that is reasonably required of him, a part
of lis work should be done at home.

The teacher must be held responsible for his share of the work of
supervision and instruction; ar-1 the parent mustbe held responsible
for that part of the work whi, naturally falls te him while the
child is at home.

At this point such questions as the following naturally arise:
I. Wiat is the object of home-lessons ?
. What should bé the nature of hoine-lessons?

III. How should home-lessons be assigned?
IV. Wlat are the duties of parents in relation te home lessons t

V. What fime is required for home lessons, by the various
grades of pupils ?

I. I think the true object of giving home-lessons will be seen if
we can first decide what we do when wo are said to educate a child.

i. sume that all present are prepared te accept. the statement
%haNîe art of education consists in the practical application of prin-
ciples gamîed by studying child-natre-the central principle being
that it is what the child dosa for himself and by hiielf that educatu
|him.


