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TIIE EDUCATION oFe CITIZENS.

ROBERT POTTS, -S.A., TRINITY COLLFOX, cMiRiDox.

Otight any lcnowledge of the qu.tiicatiouit and dittils of citizens

to be taught in the sehoolîs of a free State ?
The legal masimi, " igfwrqcstt legts boit x.,t, is a vahd

reason for every citizen acquiring a compî'etetnt knowledge ot the
laws which are the guardians of hi, rights, and the ries of lis
conduct as a citizen. The laws of England are a rich imlheritance,
fouuded upon sound principles and tested bpy the experience of
many generations. Many of these laws are a continuation of the
inmenorial custoins of the past, and mbuue of the aicient laws of

Alfred the Groat and of good Ring Edward are stuli i force
among us.

A knowvledgo of the laws and onactnents of the country in whîich
wo lie i., a iecesary part of the education of overy citizen. It
was su regarded in i ttime of Cicero, who mtfornis us (De Legg.
22-3) that the Roman youth were set to learn by rote the laws of
the twelve tables, as a necessary part of thitr education. It was
deened indispenusable to imprint on tieir tender minds an carly
knowledge of thu laws and constitution of their country. History

among the RZomans vas iot coniposed muerely te gratify curiosity,
but also te infline the ininds of youth by the force of exlaple,
and urge themi un te emnulation. "I have regarded these things,"
writos an old Roman aunalist, after givmng an account of Regulus,
"that they vlo rend my commeuntaries nay bc rendered by his
example greater and better." The chief object of the constitution
of this country is the maintenanco of civil and rehigious liberty.
This liberty cousists in the power of a citizen te do whatever the
laws permit, and te submint to thoso raies by whieh the weak is
protected from the stroug, the poor froin the oppression of the
rich. Its overy subject is interested in the preservation and ob-
servance of the laws. It is the duty of overy man te become
acquainted with those laws, at least, which concern bis duttes; for
how eau a man perfectly do his duty if ie bo ignorant of what lie
ought, and what he ought net, as a citizen te do ? Every man
ought at least te know thei laws whicli concern himself n bis daily
life, and the great objects and prnciples on which ail the laws of
the Constitution stand. Every citizen who contributes to the rates
for the louse or dwelling he zuhabits, is unvested with the highly
respousible power of voting for the return of persons te legislato
in the House of Parliament. Every such citizen may aise
bo called te net on a jury for the trial of his equals in matters of
life and death. Other duties of a citizen might be named vhich
cannot be rightly discharged with benefit to the publie without
some degree of exact knowledge of the laws.

It is obvious te common sense that some other qualifications are
needful in citizens besides a more knowledge of the laws, if the
constitution of a state is te be maintained in a healthy condition.
If a man be a pauper, an idler, or a violator of the laws, it would
net bc wise or prudent te invest such a person witli the privileges
of citizenship. It is net unnatural to expect that such persons
would elect as legislators sncb men as would be more disposed to
unsettle than te maintain the laws which secure.the rights of pro-
perty, whether inherited or gained by honest toil. The old proverb
is true, " He that bath nothing, is nothing " in the citizenship of
states; and sncb a person cannot be trusted either te make laws
or te elect others to make laws for those who have something te
lose.

Te persons of wealth and property, a.knowledge of the laws te a
greater extent is net only useful, but necessary for the faithful dis-

charge of the lhighor responsibilhties and duties which devolve uipon
thein both in publie and private life. Sucli persons are liable te bo
sunnmoned eon grand juries, and sonetimos on special juries, where,
by their verdict, they have to estabhsh riglts, estimate injuries,
weiglh accusations, and sonotimes dispose of the lives and proper.
ties of their fellouw-citizens. The laiguingo and forms of expression
peculiar te ail laws require more care and attention te h indor-
stood ftlly aid coinpletely thian is cominotily siupposed by a person
not conersant witi the exact and teclnical foris of law. The
importatiie of the proper and exact words being employed in wills
and bciliests is illustrated hy the cases viîch not untfrcquontly are
brought befuore conrts of law. Whon questious of law and fact are
closely involved andI bloindel together, it is net possible te discrimi.
nate and decido such questions without a knoiledge of what the
law really is.

Again, there are those vhose position in lifo is such as te qualify
th(u te bo invcsted withi tho power of a inagistrate. Suel a person
should have a perfect kni vletge of the common and municipal law,
if ho is te administerjustice according te the law, and net according
to his own ignuorance and prejudices, or the mterests of his class.
A magistrate well skilled in the law nay be the most useful man
in his neighbourhuoutd in giving countenance te the peaceable and
industrious, andt diseountenancing the idle and dissokite, as veil
as by healing party feuds and preventing vexatious litigation. An
exact and extensive knowledge of te laws and thoir history is still
more needftiul for snch persons as are desirous of sittîug as logis-
Inters in the House of Commnois. Those representatives of the
people who are ignorant of tho-old laws, can scarcely b well
qualified te voto for new laws. They are nvested with the highest
trust, to resist questionable or dangorous innovations, and te pro-
moto the adoption of improvements in the laws, and te transmit-
them te the next generation amended, and, if possible, wlen adopt-
ed to secure the well-being of ail classes of the community. The
flouse of Commons ought especially te b the people's guardian of
the Constitution.

It is needless te state liow much more impo, tant is a full and
exact knowledge of the laws te the members of thle Sonate,
whose legislative functions continue during the whole period of
their lives, from the time when they take their seat in the " Upper
louse." The science of legislation is perliaps thie most difficuit

of ail sciences, and notwithstanding its importance, is se despised
as to be unworthy of the attention of almost every one who does
net follow it as a profession. The neglect of tle laws by the class
froin whici ont legislators are suppled, appears te sup-
port the prestumption that ie knowledge of the laws of their
country descends te them in the sane way as the property of
their ancesturs. Cicero, himself no mean jurst, lias left on record
(Legg. 8-18) that "it is necessary for a legislator te be thoroughly
acquainted with the constitution of his country; " and this he de-
clares " is a knowledge of the most extensive nature-a matter of
science, of diligence, of refleotion, without which no senator can
possibly be fit for bis office."

MOTIVE POWER IN EDUCATION.

3Y REv. s. s. NELLES, D.D., LL.D., PRESIDENT VICTORIA UNIVERSITY.

As is the motive se is the man, and in this respect aise " the
child is father of the man." Whether, therefore, we speak of the
schoolroom or of the university, it is of primary importance te
securo the best motive power. And the best is net merely that
which happens te be the strongest. Nay, the worst case is that in
which the strongest is net the best. It is the strongest in a par-
ticular person because the wrong thing las got uppermost ; and


