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nerated,~—the fall of the castern em-
pire, and the conquest ¢f Turkey and
Greece by the Saracens ; resvlting n
the dispersion of men of leerting,
through the coutinent of Europe;
giving rise to a better system of juris-
prudence, by which civilzatiou was
promoted 3 oppression subducd—and
finally the coasolidation «f the civil
governments of Turope, und:-r the
administration of wore enlightened
Monarchs, who became the zealous
patrons of education.

The Literary causes of this import-
ant change 1n the state of society,
aroge to a preat extent from e in-
vention of printing, and the diviston
of the the commotwealth of leters
into different departmoats. This art,
says Stewart, “rendered the tanght
less dependent on then toachers, and
by opening mnre widely the sourees
of knowledge, served quickly to
break down tho eanciett harriers,and
emancipate the human mnind from its
bondage.” By means of this art,
those stores of ancient leirning,
which had been immer.ed in monas-
tic institutions for ages, and were
scarcely known to exist, were brought
to light, At this time upwards of
twenty men, eminent in scholastic
attalnments nrose, who created o
taste for the study of Grecian and
Roman literature.

Among the moral cavses for the
restoration of letters, may he named,
the Reformatinn ; it exerted a mighty
influencz on the state of the world,
and the intellectual attainments of
the mass of society.

During the 17th century alone,
there arose nearly one hundred nven
who figured in the restoration of hit-
erature, among whom may be named
—Copernicus, Repler, Galileo, Na-
pier the inventor of logarthions, Des
Cortes, Pascal, the two Bernonllis,
Teibnitz, and the immortal Newton,
as he is called. These may be called
the morningz stars of genious and sci-
entific research, who rose guring the
period under consideration, and by
their labours dispelled the darkness
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that overspread the carth, and pre-
~aged the ri<ing of the sun of science,
and the spread of genaral knowledge.

&iill, the leadiny, minids of the world
of lattes were prinepally directed to
the restoration and improvemen! of
Astrenomy, Mathematics generally,
Luclids elrments of Geowetry, Op-
tics, and the various branches of
Natura, Plelosaphy 5 sobjects gene-
rally fpesi'ng, toa intricate to be
eomprehended by the unintellectual
wird. Ye! a spirit of inguiry mani-
fested itsclf in the public mind, that
gaverise to 2 wiore extended knowl-
edges—a knowledge of the various
affairs of lif-, arnd +n inquiry into the
works of 1i1e uncients,— but more es«
pecially, n knowledge of the scrip-
tures. Monastic Jibraries were ex-
pored for MSS of the Old and New
Testamen's, which were collected, if
not w-th the critical acumen of mod-
ern philologis's, yet with a degree of
dilligeace #nd resaacch that was
hizhly commendable,

It wes Nowton, saysa distingmished
writer. “that predicted the dilate
spheroidal ficure of the earth * ¢
aml =canned the cycles of the firma-
ment, and elicited from the seroll of
enigmatical characters which himself
had framed, the secrets of a subliine
astrcnomy, that high field so replete
with wonders, yet surpassed by this
grandest wonder of all, the intellec-
tual mastery which man has over it.
‘That such a feeble creature should
have made this conquest—that a light
struck cut in the little celi of his
own cogitutions should have led to a
disclosure 89 magrificent—that by a
calenlus of his own formation,as with
the pover of & telisman, the heavens,
with their stupendous-masses and un-
trodden distances, sheuld have thus
been opened to his gaze—can only be
explained by the intervention of a
Being having supremacy over all,
and who has adjusted the laws of
matter and the properties of mind to
each other. It is only thus we can
be mude to understand, how man by
the mere workings of his own spirit,



