
A«Ulrt;MMlriH til.' uMMi-ml ly, Uf >ittl<)

"At uiir r>it llu tilt' nmHlnii of Wii
Ham Johnaoii Kerr. t>t hia wir» uml
hlM fhllilnn. T»ny liav.- rfilut i«««r.-

fully luTf for iiiuny yt-Hri, l<\it im
mt-morlnl Mtnii-' Iioh (ill nov \tctt\

t-ri-ctfil tn U'll Uif iJanHt-r-liy who*.-

ttravt-B thi-iM? iti-r, nor wimt tlwy tiui

who Dccuiiy ilnni. Itn.iiily the iiuni
IxTtt of ttH- liurton ImlKr. No. fl. of

Krf.mBiioiiH »|tMlih-tl to iiiiiik tli<> i*im>i.

iM'ciiutio Cnptiitii Ki-rr \mih ii rn<'ml>i r

iini; imMt niuKltT *>( tliilr lt»lK'-. "*inl '"'

tiiune ho rtnilcrt'il lriM»oitnni wrvif .

tint only to Manoiiry, Ixit to IMh klnu
iind hlR country.
"William Johnioii Km \\u» u nln

llvr of Hlr John Juhnxoii. who took ii

vt-ry iironilni'Ut part <tii ihi' roynl shli

In the war of th> Anii-inan revolution.
Ho marrl*<l n ii|«ti r oi Jotcph Rrant,
and wan, b> llnfaifi' imd hy marrlai'-.
drawn to tli<- defensi' of Ii1.h country
In h*>r hour of dant^ii- At tlu' Wroah-
IriK out of tho wiir •>( ISIJ he wan
Klven command of thi- \varrlnrn of thi-

Hlx N'atluni IndlanH; :iii<l with them
ht< iiartlctpatt'fl In many of tho con-
flicts of that war down to the hatth
of Chlpi>owB. In that l>iittl*> hi< wa»
lukun prlionrr, and riinnhHiI In cap-
tivity till thi' ind of tht' war.

" Tht' Barton lodRo of Frt-fmamniH
\MiH furmt'd III IT!*.'. In 1812, on thr
hreaklng out of the war, many of IIm

niemtwra off*-i.d ihfir mrvkt-a to th.lr
i-ountry, and uwing to tlu-tr obBenci-
and to thi' iiiiMfttlod rondltlon of ttx'

i-. untry, tlit moftlnits of the lodKi'
wero Intfrnipli-d. Wli.-r. tlu- war wiis
over condltlunti Imd changod. Tlf
grand body from which the hulgi.' luul

received ItM warrant had rormtd a
union with tlu- original grand lodge oi'

England, and It was uncertain whether
or not tht' body hud a legal exlstencr
aa a Maaonlc lodgi . Thi- brethren
met; they elected officers; they exer-
elaed all the powers of a Manonlc
lodge, except that thoy refrained from
making Masons. They endeavored to
get a new warrant from the grand
lodge Of Kngland, but there was delny
and aeemlnK neglect on the part of
grand Iodgi> officers. In this emer-
gency Worshipful brother Kerr took
u:> the matter with his accu«tomerl
energy and perseveranee. with thf re-

sult that, In 1844, the m \\ warrant wan
issued, and the Barton ImlRe was num-
bered 733 on the grunt) registry of
England.
"But while the members ot the Bar-

ton lodge are deeply Interested tn the
service of Captain Kerr to their lodge,
Canadians gei.jrally are mure deeply
Interested In hla military service, and
particularly with the cf ifUtjt; at

h< .m r lUiiM. lit nhlth h< i oiiiiiain<lttl

III! Inillui i \\ lio it]<>n>' loiiKht tht

I'Hitle and Hon ihi' \ u r< i>

.

In f\\i the United .4taleit deelitrvd
k^'H agiilMKt Oreut llrltaln. L'ndouht*
<-«ll> the repuhlli had some tjauiie (or
.oinplulnl; but the rviil ot>Jeft of th«
w.ir, openly uvoweil In tht< preKi*, on
lip phi'forni, and In rongrean, was ih**

<Mj..|>i>at <if ('aiiada. (}rea( Hrltidn wah
iit..i»(< 'I In .1 death NlruKKle with Na-

iKiJetHl, an it \\U» believed that xht

would b< i|Ultt- Uaulile to defend he]

VriiiTiean pomhi-hhIoiim ugiilnit thi

.trmb-H, iiuinii<'rli)K half a mlllhin men.
i.iIni'iI l>y till' rtpublle. and hurled
.iMalliot itii Ihin .iiitl Ki'iittered popuia-
itiiUM •>( itii'Mi pri>\iii<'e». Hut the few
1 1 itiiKir tr>M'px in ranada iii!t|ultlud

ih.iniKUi'M nob!) ; the men of ('antda
MpiaiiK to arniH In defenee of their
liMineH and ilifir tlbirtle*: anil the [n-
dlaiiK Kall.inll> mai'iud to the aid ot

till ir white tirt-tlinii. At .Muckhmw, at
l»< trttit. at gueenxtiMi, at Chateuuguay.
at huculle, at titoiie,i t'letk. at Heavel
D.tni, at Lundy's L.iii< . aii<) on many
.iihitlier hard-fouKhi ii< M. the Invaders
weie hurled back, and when, ut tho
trteretusbni of the emperor of IluHla,
''treat Britain granttt) peace tu the re-
publlt . there wax not a Muldler of the
t 'nit id HtateM in t'.unitia, save those
who iangiiUhed In itfi prlaona or rlum-
Ixred lieneatii Itx Kod. The armies of
ilir republic Were I'affk'il and beaten
l>atk, Its treafury w am iiankrnpt, and
ItM naiional flaw liad i'>>[ised to wav.'
•Ml the ocean.
"Among th<' first to take up ainiM

"as William Johnson Kerr. He took
ijoinmaiiil of tiie Indians of the Six
.Xatiuni", and watt nigaged In nearly all

ilie battles along the Niagara frontier.
His chief exploit, however, was the
lefeut of Col. DoiTstler at Beaver Dam,
which led to the surrender of that offl-
irr and his whole rttmmand.
"On the 23rd of June, 1813, Ueut.

i-'itzglbbon, with fifty regular troops,
\vas stationed at DeCew'a house, near
rhe spot at present occupied by tin

power iiouse of tlic Cataract Power
iiiinpuny. Major DeHaren was at St.

I'atharineM. with several hundred men:
"ill. Bli'iiop w.iH at or near Jordan, and
tbiieral Vliutiit wan In command ol"

the district, with headtiuurtcrs at
Hamilton, then known as "Tho Head
of the Lake." <.?aptaln Kerr and his
force of Indians was at the Beaver
I>am, about two mites east of the poil-
tion of Lieut, Kltzgibbon. United States
troops. In strong force, occupied the
w >le of the Niagara frontier, their
headquarters being the town of New-
ark, now Nlagara<on-the-Lake. This
army was too strong to be openly as-
sailed by the meager forces of Oen.
:;V'lfice(^^ 4^l»l detached parties watched
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