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REVIVING INTEREST

Mr. Edgar Dewdney, wno has just
returned from a three months' trip to
England, says that there is a great
revival of interest in that country in
the affairs of British Columbia and
that the disposition of investors is to
regard very favorably any investments
in this province that have any sub-
stantial prospect of profit. This is in
line with what others have reported,
and it is certainly a matter for con-
gratulation. The disposition in Eng-
land has rather been in the other di-
rection. We never wish in discussing
business matters to introduce any-
thing of a political nature, and the
observations now to be made will, we
hope, not be looked upon as inspired
by partizanship. We shall endeavor
to make that impossible. Twelve years
and more ago British Columbia had
very little to offer investors. Her re-
sources were hardly known. In a gen-
eral way we knew that there were
vast forests of timber and many de-
posits of minerals; but no one could
say very specificially how these could
be turned to account rapidly enough
to attract investors. Then came the
Kootenay mining craze, and the wild-
cat was abroad in the land. Its trail
was over all the country, and British
Columbia suffered in = consegquence.
Then came political confusion. It was
of the most serious character. The
province had been going into debt,
the revenue was stationary and on top
of this came political chaos. The Eng-
lish papers teemed with stories reflect-
ing upon the stability of things here,
and there was no cause for surprise
that investors looked elsewhere for
opportunities of placing their money
to advantage. When' after the defeat
of the Martin government, Lieutenant-
Governor Mclnnes called upon Mr.
Dunsmuir to form a ministry the ef-
fect was to a certain degree steady-
ing. It was known that Mr. Dunsmuir’s
interests in the, province were large
and an impression went abroad that
he would be conservative in his
methods. The province wanted at
that time nothing worse than it want-
ed a chance to find itself. It did not
ask for anything aggressive; it wanted
a breathing spell so as to learn
“where it was at.” Mr. Dunsmuir re-
signed after a few years of office and
Col. Prior was called in. It was be-
ginning to be obvious before Mr.
Dunsmuir went out that the non-party
system, which had been in vogue in
the province, would have to be
changed if the best results were to be
achieved, and when Col. Prior took
office this belief: was strengthened.
Many persons, who thought that the
old system could be continued advan-
tageously, who were loth to break old
political friendships, and who believed
the interests to the provinee to be of
such a character that a * sh  Co-
Jumbia” party could be advantageously
formed, felt relieved, when affer Col.
Prior's retirement and the acceptance
of office by Mr. McBride, the latter an-
nounced that he had determined to
form the ministry ‘on Conservative,
lines. The people endorsed his ac-
tion, and for the first time in years it
was made evident that a government
was in power, that could follow out a
fixed line .of policy .and would not be
80 uncertain of its tenure of office that
no one could predicate from month to
month what it might or might not do.
The effect was at once seen in the
creation of a feeling of confidence.
Then, whether through the general re-
vival of business or the judicious pol-
icy of the government, or both com-
bined, the financial condition of the
provinee began to improve, and the
improvement soon became so great
that financial people ‘everywhere be-
gan to take note of it. Meanwhile ju-
dicious steps were taken to make
known in the Mother Country the
great attractions of the province to the
settler, and the capitalist. Timber-
men from the United States hastened
to acquire holdings, and 1in.a short
time capitalists from HEastern Canada
began to do likewise. News of this
was disseminated in Britain, not only
through the financial papers, but even
to a greater extent by the ordinary
journals, which of very recent years
have been giving much greater atten-
tion than formerly to all kinds of news
from this province. To cap the cli-
max, so far as financial men were con-
cerned, the provincial government de-
termined last year to pay off one of its
loans, rather than keep the money in
the bank, and the- effect of this was
profound. The Finance Minister has
taken every available opportunity to
make knowmn to the public, not only
the excellent standing of the province,
but also the great industrial progress
that is being made. The natural con-
sequence of these things was the es-
tablishment of a feeling in the public
mind that British Columbia is a pros-
perous province, where the govern-
ment is carried on conservatively,
where all interests are duly protected
and where there are opportunities for
expansion in every direction. Contri-
buting to this excellent result was the
beginning of railway construction by
the Grand Trunk Pacific, the extension
of the Canadian Pacific in the prov-
ince and the activity of the Great
Northern in competing for a share of
the transportation business.

The renewed interest to which Mr.
Dewlney referred is the legitimate out-
come of this series of events all tend-
ing in the same direction. Therefore
we believe it will be permanent. Every
one will be glad of this. While it may
be true, that the Dollar has no na-
tionality, it is also true that the peo-
ple of British Columbia will hail with
hearty satisfaction ad increased inter-
est by British investors in the many
opportunities, which the province af-
fords.

THE NEW FIRE CHIEF.

The new Chief of the Fire Depart-
ment i8 in the city and prepared to
take up the duties of his office. It
may be timely to make a few observa-
tions. One is directed to the Chief.
He must be Chief in fact as well as in
title. He has cast upon him the re-
sponsibility of protecting the city from
fire and he has-the right to have his
judgment respected in all things that
he considers necessary. If the De-
partment is not properly equipped, let
him say so. ‘The public will stand by
him in insisting that the necessary
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appliances shall be torthcoming. If
he sees in the course of his observa-
tions that in any respect the risks from
fire are sevére, he should say so with-
out fear. .I% the discipline and training:
of the Départment jis not what it
ought to be, let it be made so.

The enext observation is directed to
the Aldermani¢ “Board and the  Fire

his duty,”he Knows more about what
the city needs in regard to fire pro-
tection than any or all of you do.
You have chosen him because you
think he is the best man available,
and because you think his experience
fits him for the duty which he has
assumed. Give him a ehance to “make
good.” Do not oppose your inexperi-
ence against his experience. Give your
new official what he thinks he needs.
The citizens will stand by you in any
steps you may take to make the Fire
Department thoroughly efficient.

HELPING OURSELVES

Amor De Tosmos was gathered to
his fathers more than a decade ago.
Most of the people now living in Viec-
toria di@ not know him. Most of
those, who have heard of him, have
been taught to regard him as an ec-
centric individual who played a more
or less important part in the days
when the province was 8o new that al-
most any sort of a man could make
his influence felt in the community, if
he made the effort. We are not going
to say anything much about Mr. De
Cosmos, but we are going to say some-
thing about the De Cosmos scheme, as
it was called. This was an enterprise
intended to give Victoria railway con-
nection with New Westmingter. Van-
couver was not on the map at that
time. Mr. De Cosmos believed that
Victoria was the proper out-port of
British Columbia, and he proposed
that a railway should be built from
this city to Sidney, that a ferry line
should be put on across the Gulf of
Georgia to English Bluff and the rail-
way be extended from thence to New
Westminster. He very  nearly suc-
ceeded in his undertaking. We are not
going to say anything about the rea-
sons of his failure, because we wish to
avoid reflecting upon any one, and it
would not do any ‘good to tell the
story over again. We think we can
safely say, without hurting any one’s
susceptibilities, that if the people of
Victoria had stood together and joined
hands with Mr. De ‘Cosmos, the rail-
way would have been built. What a
difference this would have made to
this city no one can now measure. Any
one who reads the reports on the Can-
adian Pacific railway issued thirty
years and more ago will learn that
there was less objection made then to
ferrying cars to the Island than some
people now make when cars are fer-
ried to the Island almost eévery day.
Then the fact that Victoria and
Esquimalt are on an Island’ was not
considered a barrier to their becoming
the terminus of the transcontinental
railway. If the De Cosmos scheme had
been realized, the first trains of the
Canadian Pacific railway would have
come directly to Victoria. Every one
can judge for himself what that might
have meant.

‘We speak of this now because there
is a revival of railway talk.' The les-
son of the past to the people of Vic-
toria is that there must be united ac-
tion; that we must make efforts to
help ourselves; that we must put our
own shoulders to the wheel. There
has been more or less talk in this city
about a railway to Barkley Sound. The
distance is about 100 ‘mfles, and we
suppose the railway could cost $3,500,-
000, The people of Victoria can build
that railway if they want to. There is
not the least necessity for us to wait
for the Hercules of the Canadian Pa-
eific, or of the Canadian Northern or
of the Grand Trunk Pacific to get
ready to help us.. There is not the
least necessity for us to look longing
to Los Angeles, or Detroit, or wherever
the people live who own timber lands
in the region which the line would
traverse, and sigh because they will
not come over and build up the coun-
try_for us. The people of Victoria can
build the railway themselves, and
when they have it built three trans-
continental railway companies will
want it. Is it possible to stir up suf-
ficient interest in this city in this im-
portant undertaking to get it launch-
ed? The De Cosmos scheme, if car-
ried out, would have brought a trans-
continental railway to this city years
ago. The proposed railway will bring
a transcontinental railway to this city
immediately after it is undertaken.
What are we going to do about it? We
do not wish apy one to think that
what we are now speaking about is in
any way antagonistic to the greater
plans for 1Island development. The
railway to Barkley Sound is, or it
ought to be, Victoria’s own special af-
fairs. It is the bait whereby we can
attract transcontinental business.

HOW NOT TO DO IT.

We do not want to be considered as
given to fault-finding, but there are
some things in connection with city
work that are intolerable, and also ab-
solutely without excuse. For example:
A waterpipe has been put in on the
south side of' Discovery street for a
short distance east of Government.
Will some one, who has some right
to say something in regard to the man-
ner in which work is done, be kind
enough to go and look at the mess in
which the street crossing has been
left? Work is being done towards
filling in the hollow on Gorge road
just west of the junction of Rock Bay
avenue. Will some one tell the people
who live along Gorge road what possi-
ble excuse can be offered for the way
in which vehicular traffic and pedestri-
anism has been interfered with there?
Is there any human being in the city
whose duty it is to see that rotted
planks that have been taken out of a
sidewalk are not left along the road-
side, and if there is such a person, will

Wardens. If the new Chief is fit for

he be good enough to explain why such
debris is left along Douglas street? Is
any mortal man called npon to see that,
when a trench is dug in the street,
the ground is levelled off ' after the
trench has been filled, and if there is,
why in the name of common sense does
he not logk after such things? If
E‘;here is no. such persgn in the emplpy
‘of the city, is {t-not pretty near time
that some one ‘was &appointed to the
job?

Reference has been made above to
the filling in of a hollow on the Gorge
road. It will take 5500 cubic yards of
earth to fill' it. When the matter was
discussed at the City Council, one ald-
erman said that the work would cost
$10,000 and another said it would take
at least $9,000. Earth is now being de-
livered there at 25 cents a cubic yard,
which is one-eighth what the first ald-
erman estimated the cost would be.
The appropriation for filling it is not
more than one-third enough to do the
work. The life of the bridge over the
hollow is only put at a year. It has
been shored up in anticipation of the
traffic on the 24th of May. Within
twelve months either the hollow must
be filled or a new bridge must be built,
and the cost of the latter will be about
$3000. Would it not have been better
to have appropriated the $1000 neces-
sary to finish the filling at once and
have ‘done with it, and if not why not?
Examination of the locality shows that
by the exercise of a little good judg-
ment a street wide enough for vehjcu-
lar traffic could have been made out of
the earth now being dumped in, if it
had all been placed on the east side of
the bridge, and in that event a straight
sidewalk could have been built along
the fence line. This, which to the
neighbors seems to be the obvious thing
to do, is not being done. The carriage
way on the bridge and the foot path of
the west side could then be left stand-
ing, and during the next few months
the hollow could have been designated
as a place for the dumping of suitable
rubbish, whereby considerable expense
could have béen saved the city, when
the decision is reached to fill up the
hollow.

DISTURBED FRANCE.

Conditions in France are very dis-
turbing. Punch has a cartoon in which
a workingman is represented as say-
ing that the new cry is ‘“a bas la
Patrie.” " Events seem to show that
this does not overstate the case. The
people of France seem to have taken
leave of their senses. ,Nothing is more
remarkable than the manner in which
the whole tone of the country seems
to have fallen since the anti-Clericals
came into power. Religion meant more
to France than appeared on the sur-
face, and when the state declared
against the Church, when the highest
ecclesiastical dignitaries were treated
with contumely, when the wealth ac-
cumplated in centuries, one might al-
most say, was ruthlessly squanderedq,
when men in ‘high position openly
scoffed at religion, France became like
a ship without a rudder tossed to and
fro upon a sea of passion. A general
strike is threatened today, not be-
cause the people, who will go on
strike, have any, grievance to which |
they wish to give expression, for they
propose to remain on strike only
for a day, but merely to demonstrate
the strength of the labor unions.
There are times when demonstrations
of strength are dangerous.

One of the dangers of the situation
is that if the labor organizations un-
dertake to. assume charge of the gov-
ernment of the country, and the exist-
ing authority proves unable to resist|
successfully, ‘Germany may feel called
upon to Interfere. Herein, it seems
to: us, is one of the greatest dangers
to the peace of Europe. In Germany
there is a strong socialist and labor
element. It keeps itself very well un-
der control, but the Kaiser is afraid
of it. He is afraid ‘of anything that
has a tendency ‘against absolutism. It |
s an open secret that he was opposed !
to the liberal movement in Turkey; he
urged Austria to curb the plans of the
Balkan states, whose ambitions, if car-
ried into effect, would have been a
menace to absolutism. He would not
sit idly by and see France pass under
the control of the workingmen. There
is very grave danger ahead, for the
success of the Labor movement in
France, almost surely would mean a
demonstration in Germany against the
rule of the Kaiser. Therefore it may
seem wise to that sovereign to inter-
fere in'France, not now, of course, but
before very long. Much will' depend
upon the workingmen of France.

PROGRESS OF VICTORIA

The rate of progress now in evi-
dence in Victoria must  satisfy the
most exacting. Last year the critics
said that while there were many resi-
dences going up, they would never be-
lieve the city was prosperous until
they saw signs of improvement in the
business section. We remember some
good friends, who, when they used to
read in the Colonist about the excel-
lent outlook, would call upon us to
tell us that we were all wrong for
nothing was doing in the way of ex-
pansion in the business section. It
was useless. to assure these good peo-
ple that the increase in the number
of residents had to come before ar in-
crease in-the business houses. Now
this year there are more dwellings
than ever in course of erection, and
all through the business section new
blocks are going up. We think we
are right in saying that the city never
saw anything equal to it. The best
of it is the progress is all steady and
perfectly natural. There have been
no external agencies helping usatall.
‘We. are growing because of the fitness
of the city on its own merits, By and
bye, perhaps soonéer than some of us
dare hope, other things will happen
and Victorians will realize how a city
can increase, when to its own attrac-
tions it adds the inducements arising
from external agencles. But most of
us feel pretty well pleased with what

is transpiring now.

BEAUTIFUL TEETH

Something every one should possess. For this every person
should have a proper outfit. How about your Tooth Brush?

IN TOOTH BRUSH BUYING

The thing to look for is a pure bristle brush that won’t shed'its
hristles. We have a brush that is guaranteed against this
tiresome habit—best English manufacture and silver-wired,
price only 35c. Other Tooth Brushes, an immense variety of
Excellent Goods Ranging From Z5¢ Up

Telephones 425 and 450.

CYRUS H. BOWES, CHEMIST

4 Government Street, near Yates

Weiler Products for
Your Kitchen

unusual.

Here are a few Weiler Products—
furniture for the kitchen made in our own
factory and in the “Weiler Way.”

Kitchen furnitiire such as this Kitchen
Treasure Table will save you labor and
trouble and the other table styles have
points of superiority in workmanship
that’ll appeal to you.

KITCHEN TABLES—In kitchen tables | \_

able these chairs really are.

/ ; TN
SOMETHING NEW IN REED FURNITURE
TODAY—CHAIRS AND ROCKERS

HESE LATE ADDITIONS to
our stock of Reed Furniture
rounds out a display of this popular
furniture style at once complete and

Broad choice in style and price

is offered you in a furniture style

that’ll be much used very soon. For

a summer furniture style suitable

for house use during the other

months of the year, there is nothing

that can equal this reed furniture.
We have very complete stocks

in the different chair styles and

your taste can be satisfied. You’'ll

need a piece this summer so why

not come in and get it now, while the assortment is complete?
No trouble to show you so come in and see how comfort-

REED ROCKERS, priced from, each
REED ARM CHAIRS, priced from, each....

with drawers we show quite a variety

of sizes. These tables are made in our
own factory, which is a guarantee of
quality and superior finish. We think
you'll agree these tables are excellent
values if you but see them and then
compare. In the same sizes and styles
we have made a line without drawers.
All are useful and serviceable tables,
and a necessary part of the furnishings
of a kitchen. Prices range according to
size, at, each, $3.25, $2.75 and $2.50

/
Get Your Washday
Helps Today

Today is the day to lay in a supply
of Laundry needs for Monday’s
wash. Our kitchen furnishing de-
partment offers you many items of
interest to those housekeepers who
are interested in doing their work
better and lightening the labor—
wringers, tubs, boards, etc.

Special attention is called to the
ACME Washing Machine. We are
KITCHEN TREASURE TABLE—A sole agents. Price is $10.

splendid table and a favorite with many N\

workers in kitchens throughout the

country. This table style has one
drawer, disappearing bake board and
two large zinc lined bins for flour, etc.
Top is 2 ft. 6 in. x 4 ft. 6 in. Price,
(<7 T { B G TR U S SRl A 11

SPECIAL DROP-LEAF TABLE—This
is a splendid drop-leaf table style. Made
in our factory, as are all these tables,
and finished in best manner. Top, when
the leaf is raised, measures 4 ft. 6 in. x
4 ft-6 in. The leaf may be raised or
lowered without moving tabhle from the
wall. The price is

colored stitch, etc.

Tambour Madras—For Pretty Curtains
COME IN AND LET US SHOW YOU THIS MATERIAL

Tambour Madrases — ever seen them? Something distinc-
tive in Madras curtaining you should see.

The designs are very attractive and are woven into the
materials then outlined with a raised stitch. We have these
in cream and in colors; cream with cream stitch, cream with

We believe you’ll be pleased with these and delighted with
the decorative possibilities of such dainty materials. Pleased
to have you come in and see these and much other newness.
Price on this Tambour Madras is, per yard, 85¢

/
N\
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COME IN AND CHOOSE A
WHITNEY GO-CART TODAY

T HIS YEAR’S showing of Go-Carts is unusual — in size and in choice
of stylish, new designs. We have never shown such a splendid range of

go-carts nor have we ever been able to offer you such values.

In Collapsible carts we show the very latest and best features and we
sell these at surprisingly low prices. Before you buy, investigate our offer-
ings in “Whitney” Go-Carts.

“Whitney”’ Go-Carts are recognized as the very finest in the go-cart line

and their styles are generally a full year ahead of all other makes. They
have many patented features not seen on other carts. The finish and con-
struction throughout is superior. Yet with all this you can purchase these
carts at prices in many cases lower than inferior carts are offered.

We are sole Victoria agents and invite you in to see the largest showing
of Go-Carts in the city.

Folding Go-Cart Collapsible Go-Cart

Folding Go-Cart—A neat little
cart with sliding hood of tan
leather cloth. Body is reed,
varnished. Gear is all ‘steel,
with four 10-inch rubber tire
wheels. Has mattress cushion,
Dark green enamel gear. Same
as cut. Price

Collapsible Cart—Here is some-
thing new in the collapsible
go-cart line. . This cart’ has
reed sides in oak finish. Has

" canopy top. Has four 10-inch
rubber tired wheels. A stylish cart for-a low-priced

and comfortable cart. Same :Ss‘yl:ﬁ? i:te:lppera;(‘:lnce.
as cut. Price i

" TIRES, WHEELS, PARASOLS. ETC.

lustrated. Phice

Folding Go-Cart—$18

Folding Go-Cart—This is a fine
style.
Gear

; enamel

finish, and has four 12 inch

1 rubber tire wheels. Body
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF EXTRA PARTS reed, varnished. Uuholstered

and mattress cushion. As il-

Collapsible Go-Carts

‘We offer a big choice in Collapsible
Go-Carts this season and we offer you
values that aren’t duplicated in the
city. These carts are ‘“Whitney” carts
and nothing further need be said
about their quality. Pleased to have
you come in and see how easy they
“work.” ‘

COLLAPSIBLE CARTS, without
hoods, from . $6.50

COLLAPSIBLE CARTS, with hoods,

COLLAPSIBLE CARTS, reed body,

. English Carriages—$30
$35, $40, $50

English Carriages—In these pop-
ular English carriages we show
some excellent values. Prices
range at $50, $40, $35and $30

is ¥

We have a fine choice of Go-
Carts ranging in price from
$50 down to

Furnishers

"~ HOMES
HOTELS, CLUBS
BOATS

Furnishers

of—
CHURCHES
SCHOOLS, STORES
OFFICES
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