. AGATHA.

Three ladies were seated in Agaths
Forester's parlor ; Miss Furteecue, large,
dark and of uncertain age, who mono-
polized the most comfortabie arm-chair ;
Mrs. Becker shrunken and sandy, who
was constautly sliding off the sofa and re-
instating herself with a jerk, and Miss
Agatha herself, who sat apart from the
others, glanci uneasily out cf the
window, asif d

Miss Ag was a fair young woman,
with a not ad and a countenance ex-
pressive of all grace and goodness. Yet
a$ this mom<nt she entertained feelings
decidedly hostile to her callers, who had
ran in with the familiar freedom of fellow-
boarders in a family hotel, to chat away
the afterncon. A% heart they were im-
menszely sorry that Miss Nannie Foster
had not yet returned from a suburb, where
she had gone the day before. Miss
Nannie, Agatha’s cousin, companion and
chapercne in one, was far more to their
taste ; she was more attentive, more
easily imj ed, more sympathetic, they
thought. e never sat lfmking out of
the wind 'n they were retailing

its of scandal for her
especial benefit. Buot then she was a
woman of years, However, they still
lngered ; it was a pleasant place. The
Fosters had the handsomest suite in the
building—and farnished with such taste !
Such carpets! Such decorative art !
And the Fosters were tip-top people.
There was four of them, Mizs Agatha, her
swo bachelor brothers, ten and a dozen
years her senior, and Miss Nannie, who,
since their parents’ death, had kept the
children together. The winter day drew
to a close, the room grew dusky, and still
the ladies lingered.

Agatha could endure it no longer ; this,
of a1l days, she was without patience.
She roze quickly.

“lia " she said, with an indignant
quiver in her sweet contralto voice, *‘ you
must excuse me. I cannot listen to such
coversation !”

There wes silence a moment ; then
Miss Fortescue lifted her cumbrous frame.
““Oh, certainly. I quite understand.
We will withdraw. We do not wish to
offend.”

€¢Oh, certainly,” faintly echoed Mrs.
Becker, sliding from the sofa for the last
time and préparing to follow.

Agatha’s impatience only increased.

‘“ And allow me to gay,” she exclaimed,
with mo compunction, “that I think
ladies mightbe better employed than with
their neighbors® affairs.”

““Good afternoon,” said Miss Fortes-
cue savagely.

“ Goed afterneon,”
Becker.

*¢ Good riddance !” cried Agavha sharp-
ly ere the door had closed.

““ To-day of all days,” she said, as she
walked to and froin the dusk. Presently
the door opened.

““ All'in the dark, Agatha 7’ asked a
cheery voice.

“1 thought you would never come,
Nannie,” was the swifs, unnerved reply.
Then ehe lit the gas.

“ Why, what is the matter, my dear ¥’

*“1 have just put Miss Fortescus and
Mra. Becker out of the réoim, and it==it
bas annoyed me.”

¢ Dear me ! What had they done ?”

““The same old sickening gossip. ~Miss
Bruce flirts on the street ; Mr. and Mrs.
Brown have shown no marriage certifi-
cate ; Mrs. Gray holds her stép-child’ to
the furnace to burm it, and so on and
so on.”

““ They get their ideas from the mern-
ing papers,” said Nannie calmly, unclasp-
ing her fur-lined circular. *‘The step-
mother holding the child to the fireisa
favorite paragraph when news is scarce.
Sometimes she heats the flat-iron, For
my part, I would mever go to that
trouble.”

But Agatha could not respond to her
staid humor. She helped put away the
wraps, and inquired after the suburban
friends.

““You look pals; aren’t you well?”
asked Miss Nannie when they were
seated.

The girl dropped her eyes. ‘* Nannie,
I have some news for you,” she said with
an effort. *‘I—last night—I promised
Mr. Peters—to—to marry him.” Then
she sighed a3 if relieved of a great bur-
den.

The room was still, utterly still. If
Miss Nannie were surprised or shocked
she gave no token. She only sat quietly
looking at the girl and taking time to
collect her thoughts. Agatha never lifted
her eyes until, after some moments, her
cousin cleared her throat and tranquilly
inqaired : *‘ Well, dear, are you satisfied
that you will be happy #’

Then the girl rose and threw herself
upon the sofa. ““©, Nanuie, I don’s
know ; I ean’t tell.”:

More silence. Then Miss
asked if she had told the boys ?

To these women George and Lewis
would be ‘‘the boys” as long as they
lived.

“1 told George ab noon,” replied
Agatha in a voice heavy with tears.
¢* Lewis was not here. I wish vou would
tell him.” ‘

““And what did George say ™

“He only =gaid, *I congratulate
Peters.’”

Miss Nanuie leaned back in the chair
and meditated, bringing Peters up for a
mental review. Poor lictle whiffet! To
be sure, he had money, some social stand-
ing and a fair education. They had
known him a long, long time, and even
felt for him a sort of distant relatives’
affsction. They would doanything in the
world for him. He often took Agatha
about, to places of amusement, to church,
or riding. But he was at least fifteen
years her senior, and they bad never
dreamed of his aspiring to marry her.
HI.s appearance was pitifully against him.
Mies Nannie reviewed his bad build, his
bowed legs, his ‘wild eye,’ as she called
it, a suspicious eye that seemed to skir-
mish about the room while its mate re-
garded you with st cadfast respect. Then
the turned her thoughts to Agatha—
Agstha, perfect in face and figure and en-
nobled by education and advantages—
Agatha, for whom a Senator had proposed
and a Congres.sman languished, to say
nothing of he leszer adorers—Agatha,
who had rejected the Senator becauss he
lacked principle, and the Congressman
because he wasa widower.

Nannie remembered that the girl had
suffered and shed tears over refasing
these. and others, She bad a curious dis-
position, as the boys had said.

At lesgth Nannie roused and spoke.
*“1 will teli Lewis ; and now, dear, you
had _hvttcr dress; it is near dinuner-time.
A little Florida-water will cool your
cheeks”—

‘* Hark !” cried Agatha, *there heis
now—gone into his room.”

Nannie recognized the clumsy step.
Lewis has never yot come up those steps
without tripping at the top ; the rushing,
impetuvus way of his boyhood would al-
ways cling to him.

**1 am going at once to tell him, before
George comes,” said Nannie, rising.

““ Yes, do,” sighed Agatha. And when
her cousin had gone out acroes the corri-
dor, and her tap had been welcomed bya
eareless “‘ Come in !” the young girl stole
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sneered Mrs.

Nannie

brother’s door.
““Lowis, I have news for you,” said
Nannie gently, and there was a hidden
2ob in her fond voice. ‘‘*Agatha has
promised . . to marry Mr. Peters.”

“O Lord !” ecried Lewis in open-
mouthed disgust.

Agatha crept away from the door ; her
face was burning and her heart beat
hard.

But Miss Nannie remained awhile in
her cousin’s chamber.

“ Lewis " she said quietly. “1 sup-
pose we all feel the same over this—
matter ? Agatha says when she told
George he remarked that he ‘congratu-
lated Peters.” ”

*“Well, this is too baa,’ said Lewis in-
dignantly. ‘“It is a shame if a girl with
her face and brains can’t do better. She
is altogether too soft-hearted. She would
have married all the men who ever pro-
posed, if we had let her, and cut of sheer
pity, not because she cared for them
That is why she acceptcd Peters ; couldn't
bear to hurt his feelings—didn’t want his
atrait eye to suffuse with tears | We must
do something to prevent.”

Nannie smiled deprecatingly : *‘We
must be very careful. A has a curi-
ous disposition, and if she thought we
wera all against him, the would pity him
the more.”
pose of him,” exclaimed Lewis grimly ;
‘“1f we could send him out with the next
Arctic exposition”—

Nannie rese. “You will be very care-
ful what you say, Lewis ?”

¢ Oh, of course.”

She lingered at the door. *‘ Agatha
has not a forceless nature by any means,”
she said ; ‘‘she can get angry if she cares
to. She tells me she put Miss Fortescue
and Mra. Becker out of our parlor to-day,
because of their vile gossip. I have no
doubt she did.”

¢ Hamph !”

Agatha came down to dinner with her
face composed and her manner graclous
as ever. Her inward defiance was not
outwardly manifest. Of her family,
Ceorge was a shade more dignified than
usual; and Lewis appeared annoyed,whilu
Nannie put on a regretful look and oec-
casionally sighed. When they left the
dining-room Agatha swept hanghtily by
the table at which sat the Fortescue and
the Becker. She was done with the
twain, and intended they should see it,

Up in their own parlor, George sat
down by his sister. © **Agatha,” he said
slowly and with an evident dislike to the
sabject, ‘““do you think you did well to
engage yourself to Mr. Peters before
consulting your family?”

“I was of age three years ago,” she
eaid, regarding him with calm dignity.

““Yes, yes, of course. Bat there is
such a thing as advice. Mr. Peters is
cur good friend, but is he a suitable hus-
band for you?”

““What is there against him?’ she ask-
ed, unflinchingly. She was not blind to
her lover’s bodily imperfections. She had
lain awake all nigh%, mensally endeavor-
ing to straighten his crooked limbs, and
control his recreant orb. But with day-
light they dawned upon her as uncom-
promising as ever.

But George would not stoop to person-
alities. “‘Nothing,” he answered quiet-
ly. “‘Only we have looked very high for
yous We want you to be happy.”

“Then do not speak sgainst Mr.
Peters,” she said in a2 way that seemed to
dismiss the subject.

George betook himself to his own room
and:Lewis took his place by Agatha. I
suppose I am to congratulate,” he said
with a careless disregard of Nannie’s in-
junctions.

“You do not seem very enthusiastic,”
responded his sister calmly, recalling his
secretly-heard exclamationupon first hear-
ing the news.

*‘T can’t help it if I don’t,”” he answer-
ed half-impatiently. ‘‘You know how
proud we are of yon, Gath, and we can’t
be expected to think any man good
enough.”

She smiled.

He went on recklessly: *‘I don’t believe
you knew what you were doing. You
don’t love Peters, you only pity him just
as you used to pity the Senator and all
the rest. This crooked little curmud-
geon! Why,he is older than George,and
cross-eyed”—

She sprang up in arage: ‘“Lewls, you
have said quite enough. Never speak so
again to me; I forbid it!”

Then she sought her own chamber and
threw herself upon the bed.

Nannie came to her after awhile. ‘‘My
poor darling ! Why are you feeling so
bad?”

“Lewis has been saying such awful
things!”

““‘And are you quite tureyou havemade
no mistake?”

““Quite sure.”

She rose and arranged her toilet ; Mr.
Peters was to come that evening.

He arrived early. Nannie endeavored
to be gracious, but soon excused herself,
leaving Agatha to herlover, theboys hav-
Ing gone out. And Agatha, with Lewis'
oruel criticism still ringing in her ears,
felt asif in a dream. Fortunately Peters
made no inquiries as to her brothers’
opinior. of the marriage. Miss Nannie
had congratulated him as though all were
satisfactory.

Agatht accepted his adoration quite
passiyely, and, at last, when he was gone,
retired to her room to pity him and weep
for him, and tell herself how much she
loved him.

But as the winter slipped away the en-
gagement was announced, and hasing re-
mained unbroken, Agatha's brothers be-
gan to feel resigned.

The quiet, intense devotion of Norman
Peters was teuching. He worshipped his
betrothed; to him she was a very god-
dess.

“If,” thought Nannie, with a softened
regret, ‘‘if he were only a half-inch tall-
er, to be of even height with Agatha!”
Meanwhile poor Agatha was fretting
herself to death. A thousand little heart-
less sarcasms and glances of ridicule, to
which Peters. in his great happiness, was
utterly oblivious, were constantly stab-
bing her. Night after night she passed
in wakeful agony, the idea of breaking
the engagement never once occuring to
her. She wassure she loved him, and
she realizad the depth of his devotion.
She endeavored to rise above morbid sen-
sitiveness, telling herself that people
would cease their cruel ways when they
saw that she was determined to stand by
him. But she grew thin, and her face
wore a hunted expression. Mesdames
Becker and Fortescue now begsn to cir-
culate pretty little stories about her—in-
geniously constructed but untruthful ro-
mances

Nothing very bad, for Agatha was a
woman to whom no doubtfal mist could
cling for a moment; but whispers of **co-
quetry,” “‘blighted hopes,” *‘girlish folly”
nnd_“ last resort,” which, blown from lyl
to lip on the dubious breath of frien¢£
ship, came at last to vex the ears of the
Fosters. Agatha only grew more pale.
Stormy Lewis, however, one day con-
fronted Miss Fortescue in the hall before
his sister’s room.

“I can tell you, madame, thas you musg

““If there were only some way t> dis- il

after and listened at the crack of her‘dileon!ing_e your talk of my sister,” h’j_
o ~

!  Agatha 'cune “ Oh Lewis,
dear.” i

Ha took her by the arm,  “Go back,
Gath.  I've a matter tosettle with this
lady. She knows what mischief she has
been tryingto work. and 1 intend the
talk shall cease. or I will take measures
she may not admire.”’

Withoot a word Miss Fortescue turned
aud fled.

““ T was sorry for her,” said Ag’ntha,
“gshe looked eo guilty and helpless.”

“I declare I haven’tmuch muencg‘v_lth
you,” exclaimed her brother, ‘‘to think
that you would defend her, and she every
day asaailing your goed name. But al
your ways of late ara provoklng.' You
are going to marry a man you don’t love
because you pity him. For God’s aa,k'e.
why didn’t you pity some one suitable”—

She trembled with excitement and pas-
sion.

“‘Lewis, if you bave the least particle
of love or respect for me, you will neve
speak soagain I do love Norman, and
it would kill me if anything should break
the engagement!” .

Lewis quit her presense quite cres'-
fallen.

The days slipped by. There had been
n> date fixed for the wedding, nor
was the subject disscussed by the fam-

out.
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yNone but Nannie knew the terrible
tremor in which the girl existed. She
was ever moving abous, her hands con-
stantly occupied. Day after day, rain or
shine, the two women were out.of doors.
They had always an errand, usually omne
of merey. Nannie, however disinclined,
would have felt it a sin to oppose, and s~
Agatha dragged her off through the flit-
ting sunshine, the moodiness, the chill or
storm of the springtime, wuntil one last
morning.

It had been raining for three days, and
80 steadily that the sidewalk flags were
cleaned and whitened.

Agatha said they would not bs hampar-
ed with a carriage,and they took a car for
a mile os 80, alighting to walk a few
squares or 80 to another line. Thestorm
had abated, and the rain was buta listless
drizzle.

Agatha slipped and slid once, and Nan-
nie gave a frightened exclamation.

¢“My overshoes are useless,” said the
girl carelessly. “I must soon have aa-
other pair. I havea good deal of shop-
ping to do soon.”

“Your outfit”—ventured Nannie, and
stopped. :

Agatha sighed but her sigh was lost in
the noige of the street,

A poorlittle yellowdog limped out from
under a passing vehicle, holding up one
paw and yelping pitifully.

“Oh, see!” cried Agatha, with her eyes
wet. “Poor, poor doggy! I am so sor-
r !)l

The yelps died away inthe distance,and
the ladies went on.

A blind man, crying, ‘' Coughlozenges!”
upon the corner detained them for & mo-
ment.

In the next block an old building had
been torn away to give place to a new
one, Careless workmen had left the side
walk unguarded in one place, a step from
which woald have landed onein a deep
cellar, where lay a numberof loose found-
ation stones.

Just as they had reached this spot they
were brougbt to a sudden halt by lor
cries and confusion. Down the street
and directly toward them, came a run-
away team dragging a eplendid carriage.

Agatha took an irrezolute step forward,
and then sprang back as the horses dash-
ed up against the sidewalk

The women were thus separated, and
in a second Nannie was reaching forward,
cold with horror.

‘“‘Agatha!”’ she cried, but too late. The
girl had lost her balance, and had fallen
backward from the unguarded sidewalk
down into the deep cellar, and there
lay upon the stones limp and wuncon-
seious,

She would live, sadly crippled and
helpless; the epine had been injured and
one hip dislocated. So said the best of
surgeons. She would henceforth require
all care and tenderness.

“Thank God, she is not poor!” cried
Nannie.  As for the boys, George was
completely crushed, and Lewis paced the
floor for hours, crying for ‘‘his poor,poor,
sister!”

Agatha insisted upon hearing the
worst, and, when it was made known was
very silent. By-and-by Nannie could
see great tears trembling under the long,
dark eyelashes.

**I would not mind,” faltered the sui-
ferer, ‘“‘but for him. Whe will love and
care for him now?”

Then she asked that he be sent for at
once. When he arrived, Nannie and the
drew to the window. Peters' face was
pale as Agatha’s own.

“‘Norman dear,” she said without pre-
face, “I am a cripple for life. 1 may
never walk again. I ment for you—to
give you back your freedom.” .
A frightened expression overspread his
countenance; his lip quivered, and he
sank on his knees by the bed and buried
his face.

““Agatha, darling!” he cried with real
pathos, ‘‘don’t, don’t cast me off! You
are a thousand times dearer to me now.
All [ ask is the right to care for you”"—
hia voice broke, and he fell to weeping.
By the window three persons heard it
all. They looked in silence at each other,
then Lewis strode swiftly across the
room.

¢ Peters,” he said, ‘‘we havn't done
right by you. I, myself, have acted de-
spicabiy. Butif you will forgive and
forget, it will be very different in the fu-
ture.” ;

Then Peters, who had risen, stood si-
lent and bewildered till, through the
mist, the room grew suddenly bright, for
they had encircled him and were clasping
his hands with loving warmth.

And as Agatha lay watching she raised
a feeble hand to stay the tears that cours-
ed her cheeks.

‘I never thought;” she sobbed aloud,
“I never dreamed I could be made so
happy!’

What Number of Meals?

Respecting the number of meals one
ought to patronizs, that must be regulat-
ed by want and habit. To digest well, it
is necessary that the stomach shonld have
completely dealt with the previous meal.
However, feeble ard delicate s omachs
have need to eat but littls at a time,
though frequently. Also, to make an in-
telligent section of those alimsnts which
refresh, heat and sustain. The aliment
which digests best is the most suitable,
Digestion is but the preference of the
stomach for something it likes, the at-
tmtl_ox} of svitable ingredients; it -is the
sustaining of our organs and their tissues,
and if the stomach be healthy and well
constituted, i's instinet will never be at
fault. ‘‘Strawberries and cream make
me sad,” said Madame du Deffand, but

they agreed with her not the ]
Cacerer. o o Bt

A friend thinks that the winds must be

t mathematicians
g:' . becanse they sigh

boys were in the roem, but they with-|-

__._ The Sponge.

o understand this sabject you mu
ln'{e a sponge before you. You ﬂ "3
that it is of a brow color, is It‘nil
will absorb water very readily. s
made up of fine fibres which easily -3
and are elastic, or will spring bac!
when pressed, and is pierced with ml.:\yf
holes or pores These fishes are m:;i;l :h
three different su
is an e.rtdlﬁh of which flint is formed, lime
and a horny substance, (horn is com ~ -
»d of glue, phesphate of lime and albu-
nen). The home of the sponge is the
ocean,but it grows to its greatest perfect-
\on in the tropical waters. It originates
from the mother eponge, and first ap-
pears as a pear-shaped jelly-like body .bti
out as large as a small pea. This is calle
a gemmule, from gemma, a bud ; it looks
very much like a drop of the white of an
egg, withcut head, feet, arms, eyes or
cars. This young sponge floats about for

hree days; it moves by means of a
large number of fine threads, called cilia,
which cover its body ; these are whirled
about rapidly. making quitea commotion
in the water, and with the rogndeat part
of the body toremost off the little thing
goes. These cilia are not used to pro-
duce motion whoily, but by them the
food is drawn into the bedy.  After about
three days it becomes tired of wander-
ing and prepares to settle down upon
some shell or rock, from which it never
moves. The narrow end is attached to
the substancethey have found. Their
cilia =ontinue to move for some hours
after it becomes fixed, but then they
grow quiet ard lay down flat on the
rock and quietly suck in their food. After
a short time dark spots are seen in the
sponge ; these are the sponge fibres be-
ginning to grow in the live jelly and are
what the eilia bave drawn into the body
out of tha zea water. These lit.t‘.ilef spots
of sponge soon grow together and form a
aorbpof !fzgmewog? for the live jelly to
rest ofi, and as this frame grows the jelly
grows too, and fills up the tubes and pores
in the sponge.

After the sponge has grown to a pretty
good siz3 a great many fine epikes are
seen to shoot out of the side of the sponge
tubes ; it is thonght that these are t> pre
vent the weight of the growing spong
from preusing too heavily upon the jelly
As the sponge grows on the recks it
throws up many round heads with large
holes in them. The water from which
the sponge obtains its nourishm-nt is
sucked in through the little h les ox pores
in the sides, and after running thrcugh
the whole structure, is thrown out
through these large holes with consider-
able force. ; - g

Spo w in niany differen torma.
Sonf)e ng::gl'i';e shrubs, some like tubes,
vases and trumpets. In some parts of
the Pacific Ocean it grows like the most
beautiful branches of trees.

They are fastened so securely to the
rocks upon which they grow tha% the
mos$ furious dashings hrrdly ever tear
them off.

Frenck Hoeliday Presents.

During the last ten years the custom
of making presents during the holidays,
has been so abused, that thousands an-
ticipate Christmas with beating hearts,
Even thcse who dare not lisobey the
fashion speak of it as‘‘one grand farce.”
It is, however, to Paris that one should
go, if he wishes to see the tyranny of the
*‘Christmas-box.”

The reign of the despot begins a week

before the New Year and Jasts until the
middle of January. The first attack is
mde by the postman, who is closely
f llowed by the water, wood and coal car-
“ iers.
i Then come the street-sweeper, the
| lamp-lighter, the baker, butcher, grocer,
fish-woman, shoe-maker, tailor, hatter,
and glove-man. Each salutes his victim
in the finest phrases. They are very po-
lite on these days of visitation—and re-
ceive from two to five francs.

At the cafe, on the tray from which
the cup of chocolate is taken, lies an
orange, a box of bonbons and a cigar
tied up with tricolored ribbon. The
waiter smile: and the victim, also smiling
pockets one of the presents and lays a
five-franc piece in its place.

The walker on the Boulevardsis hailed
by the women who keep the little atalls
with, ‘‘Give me a present, my dear mon-
sieur]” The gamin picks the gentieman's
handkerchief out of his goc—ket, in order
that he may restore it and ask fora “‘pres-
ent.”

The porter of the house in which the
gentleman has rooms must be liberally
feed, or during the year the lodger’s let-
ters will be lost, his friends will be told
that he is not at home when he is expect-
ing them, and those whom he does not
wish to see will be shown into his apart-
ment.

If he makes a social call, he must take
a present for the lady of the house, and
for the children. The ordinary present
consists of a box of bonbons. Fashion
requires that these should be bought of
certain famous confectioners, though just
as gcod bonbons may be purchased at a
hundred ehops, at a quarter of the price.

These famous confectioners inscribe
their names on the pretty boxes and bags
—vwhich cost no trifle—so that the lady
and the children know where your pres-
ent was purchased.

Some of the ladies receive scores of
such boxes or bags. A smile and a word
of thanks reward the giver, and when he
has departed, his present is handed over
to the maid or footman.

The servants eat the bonbons and re sell
the boxes to dealers, who do a paying
business by furnishing people with sec-
ond-hand boxes or bags stamped with the
name of a fashionable confectioner. One
lady, it is said, reeeived the same box
four times in &8s many years.

A witty Frenchman, annoyed by the
tyrannical custom, annonnceg his pur-
pose to reverze the method. Accordingly
on New Year's Day he presented himself
to the propristor of the cafe which he
frequented and claimed a present for
having been a daily customer for twelve
months.

From California On Horsebaek

At Dubuque, Iowa, a woman about 20
years of age, riding a spirited horse with
a yearling colt, behind which a little dog
trotted, appeared recently. She said that
her name was Ida Lawson. Her parents:
had died in California, and she had re-
solved to go to her relatives in Wisconsin.
She started on horseback six months ago,
carrying a revolver until she reached
Denver, where she sold it. Miss Law-
son’s destination was Green Lake, Wis .
which placeshe lefs with her sister for
California in April, 1883, They took a
horze, buggy, and celt, and arrived in
San Krancisco on” Sept. 19, 1883. She
left there on May 19, 1884,

The horse and colt she had were those
taken from Wisconsin, She had no com-
panion at any time on the homeward
journey, and used a sheepskin for a sad-
dle. The object of her trip in this novel
wsg was to bring back the mare and colt
and the novelty of crossing the mountains
alone. Miss Lawson hasa good education,
is pre ing in a oe, and lady-
like in manners. will weach her
home on Thursday next.

=t

fUNN IGRAMS.

The muskrat predicted an open winter
hasn’t tumble down so f‘:;h 1
A boy who kissed the oolmarm
now they Mayor of a Western city. Whe:
one enters upon a carcer of ecrime there
no knowing where he may end.
John Ruskin refuses to use the word

to call it Keltic. Next thing the]
will insist on saying salt-kellers. 3
In the war between France and China
let us not forget the poor ,’ulam. For
“*poor slain” read ‘‘porcelain, and there
you are. We hace to be c.mpelled to ex-
plain a joke.

man’s occupation by his gait. True; same
way with a youth If it is a mile an
hour he is a messenger boy.

An opossum was found in the umbrella
stand of a Reading, Pa., hotel recently. If
it had been an umbrella it would never
have been found.

An old maid in Nashville keeps a parrc!
which swears, and a monkey which chews
tobacco. She says between the two she
doesn’t miss a husband very much. }

A Philadelphia doctor is treating thir-
teen cases of spinal disease which Le says
have been brought on by bicycle riding.
You can’t have fun unless you pay for
it.

At the theatre: Indigant old gentleman
to young lady who has been jabbering at
the top of her voice—*This talking is ab’.,
ominable. Nobody can hear a word.
Young Lady—¢That’s just what I was
telling Miss Smith, here. Thoso actors
keep up such a racket on the stage you
can’t hear yourself speak.”

¢It is all very well to be thankful to-day
for those who feel that way, but for my
part I can’t see it,” says the turkey.
“-Here, too,” says the chicken. ““It don’t
matter to m2,” says the goose, ‘‘for I'm
old and tough, and though they may kill
they can’t eat me.” ‘Shake,” says the
duck, ‘“for I'm kindertough myself.

Economy: Castomer—*‘I left a pair of
shoes here this morning. I wanted the
heels taken off.”” Shoemaker—*‘*All reacly,
gir.” Customer—‘‘How much ?’ Shoe-
maker—*‘Oh, I sha’'n’t charge you any-
thing for that; only a small job, you
know.’”’ Customer—*‘Thanks; but where
are the heels? I'll take them, please; they
may be of gome use, you know, to you, if
not to me.”

A Sick Family.

“‘Good morning, Johnny,” said the
Methodist preacher, riding up to a small
boy sitting on the fence in front of a
Kentucky farm house and whistling
““Wait till the Clouds Roll By.”

““Mornin’,” replied the boy, eyeing the
preacher’s scrub horse narrowly.

““Are the folks all well this morning?”

“Naw.”’

“Why's sick?”

“Jim, he’s down with the measles;
Mary, she's down with the mumps ; Sal,
she’s down with the yaller janders; Sam,
he’s down with the fever; Mordecail, he’s
down witis the chills”—and the boy stop-
ped to take breath.

“Why, my, Johnny, you must be hav-
Ing a hard time at your house.”

“Yes, rather tough for good Metho-
dists.”

“‘Ig there any one else sick?”’

“*Yes, mother; she’s down. too.”

“No, you don’t say so? What's sghe
down with?”

“‘Oh, she’s down with the neighbors in
the front room helpin’ lay Pap out.”

“Your father dead?”

““Yes, the old man gimme his last
lickin’ yistiday mornin’.”

“‘This is terrible,” groaned the preach-
er, “is there anybndy else down?”’

““Yes, Bob and Hezekiah’s down with
the dogs in the woods behind the truck
pa:ch cet hin’ a coonfur dinner. Mother’s
expectin’ yer, an’ she told me to set out
here ar’ wait till you came along.”

A Bird's Nest as Big as a House.
‘What weuld my young readers think if |
they should find a nest thirty feet in di-
ameter, and six or eight feet high.
There are such nests in the Molucca
Islands, made, too, by a bird as small,
if not smaller, than the straw-in-tail. and
called megapodius. Like the tropic bird,
too, they frequent the scrubby jungles
along the sea-shore, where the soil is
sandy, but they. have remarkably large
and strong feet, and long claws. Where
there is a considerable quantity of debris
consisting of sticks, shells, sea-weeds and
leaves, the megapodius forms immense
mounds, often with comparative ease,
for with their long feet they can grasp
and throw backward a large quantity of
material. In the centre of the mound, at
the depth of two or three feet, the eggs
are deposited, and are hatched by the
gentle heat produced by the fermentation
of the vegetable matter of the mound.—
[G. G. Griffith in Golden Days.

How They do it.
So-called respectable people would
hesitate considerable before pilfering
our pockets in a crowded thoroughfare.
hat would be tco too. The same dis-
crimination is not indicated by the sc-
called respectable druggist when thst
wonderful corn cure, PurNam’s PainLEss
CorN EXTRACTOR, is asked fcr. He will
pilfer your pcckets in the most gentee!
manner by substituting chesp and danger-
ous substitutes for the genuine Putnam’s
Corn Extractor. Watch for these gentle
men, and take nene o her than Putnam’s
Corn Extractor. Sold by druggist
everywheze. N. C. Polson & Co., K.ug-
ston, proprs.
Opium and sawdust enter large'y info
the ingredients of the cigarette, aud
thess things were never known to have
any bad effect on the soft-headed clats
who sock cigarettes.
The Raw Cutiing Winds.
Of winter bring to the surtace every latten
pain. It is one of the strange things as-
scciated with our physical well being that
the very air, without which we could not
exist, is heavily laden with the germs of
disease. Rheumatism, neuralgia, lum-
bago, and, other complainta of a similar
character hold revel at this season of the
year amongst human nerves and human
muscles. There was a time when forti-
tude alone could make lifs tolerable, but
now with the advert of poweirfnl, peue-
trating and nerve goothing rewmediss pain
becomes a thing of a moment. The best,

Celtic in his lectures lest he should be ex-

A writer says you can almost tell a

Rupture Cured
anently or no pay. Ouar new and
cure of treating rupture,
jout the knife, enables usto guaranteasa
r.. Trusses can be thrown away at
Send two letter stamps for refer-
s, pamphlet and terms. orld’s
ensary Medical Asscciation, Buffalo,

issit#'ppi has been shisping frash De-
r strawberries to Chicago, just to
its hand in and prove what a garden
that state is.
A Perfect Flood of Sunshine ”,
fill the heart of every suffering wo-
if she will only persist in the use of
. Pierce’s ¢ Favorite Prescription.” It
cure the most excruciating periodical
, and relieve you of all irr@ﬂularg-
and give healthy acsion. It will posi-

return
Evoody'u ‘:n: "

FREE Dress Cutticg,

‘ioroato, Opt.

. Full descripti
Tallor System 02‘.
PFOF MO DY

OR SALE—AT A BARGAIN—OR WILL TAxy,

in part payment farm ¢r cily prop:ty for Dearly
new faw wi | and privt mifl! jat stationcn waie I'ne
ada Southern Railway, west. Arply Bex 163, To: don

JARM FOR SALE—26,000, ONE-THIRD ¢ ASH
balance easy terms : 150 noves : parts lovs 94 o:

& noession 2, townehip Yarmouth, county Elgin - ()

losm: 95 acres cleared, balancs wel' wooded y!‘»-yﬁ

fpriog creek ; gocd orchard Address, MRS. EL1Z45; 11

TEETZEI, Sparta P, O.:orJ. V. TeETZEL, Hamiitor =

OR SALE, 50 ACRES, TOWNSHIP OF FRa vy

37 acres cleard, bard d bush, ood

buidiwge, near Wa karton :p(r:"v '(l,m orchard, good
WATT & \’v'ILLOi["GIIBiY _Walk( rion,

SMOKED SAUSAGES
V8
The mostconvenient meat for tarmers In their bug,
season. These meats are cooked and ready for use

Bold by grocera through the Dominion
to W. CLARK P. O. Box 342 Montreal

Bend for prige

rders. Price reduced to one dollar.
druggists.

ooax and bustles will be all the fas-a
again aext spring, hnd six fashionable
men will once more manage to occupy
the room in a stre>t car.

~ Consumption.
twithstanding the great number who
ly succumb to this terrible and fatal
ase, which is daily winding its fatal
is around thousands who are uncon-
spious of its deadly presence, Dr. Pierce’s

d purify the blood of scrofulous im-

ities, and cure tubercular consump-
on (which is only ecrofulous disease of
the lungs). Send three letter stamps and
get Dr. Pierce’s complete treatise on zin-
sumption and kindred affections, with
numerous testimonials of cures. Ad-
dress, World’s Dispensary Medical As-
sociation, Buffalo, N. Y.

Catarrk—A New Treatment

Perhaps the mort extraordinary success ths
hes boen achioved in modein science has be
sitained by the Dixon Trestment of Catarrh.
Ont of 2,000 patients freated during the ps
:;ix menths, fully ninety per cent. have Leen
aspred of this stubborn malady. This is none
the less startling when it is remembered thst
not five per cenr, of the patie presentipg
themsslves tg th ragtitioner are
benefitted, hile the paiernt medicines and
other advertised cures never record a cure at
all. Starting with the claim now genersli)
helieved by the most scientific men that
the diszeasc iz due to ths presence of liv
iny paresites in the tissues, M:. Dizoun st
once edapted his ocure to their extei-
mingtio! this accomplished the ecatarrbh
is practiczlly cured, and the perinanency is tn-
guestioned, as cures effected by him four year.
agoe - re cures still. No one else has ever at-
tempted to cure caiarrh in this manner, and no
othar treatmeont has ever cured catarrh. The
applicafion of the remedy is simpleand can be
02¢ &t home, and the present scason of the
is the most favorable for a speedy and
ent care. the majority of cases psing
et one treatment. Sufferers should cor-
respond with Nesera. A. H, DIXON & SUN, 30¢
Kirge:treet West, Teronto, Canada, and erolose
stamp for their treatiee on catarrb — Monireal
ar

The bread baked at Naples is the same
size and weight and shape as was baked
6,000 years ago, but we are glad to learn
that street beggars are a new genera-
tion.

o8

important,

When you visit orleave New Ycork City, save
Bagzguage expressage and Carriage Hire, ard
stop at the GRAND UNION HOTEL, opposite
Grand Central Depot 600 elegant rooms fisted
up at a cest of one million dollars, §1 aud up
warde per day. Kuropesn plan. Klevaior.
Restaurant supplied with the best. Horee cars,

nd eievated railroeds to all depots
es czn live botter forless money at the
Unior Hotel thau st any other flrst-
ot the oitv

Among *‘ugeful Charistmas present”
advertized by a Chicago dealer are grind-
stones, hatehets and butcher knives.

Maske your children happy for oaca.

When King James I, wrote his counterblast to to-

bacco the royal pedant knew nothing of the ““Myrtle
Navy.” If he had, instead of wasting his brains over
his curious production, he would have filled his royal
pipe with it, and wauld have taken a royal smoke, he
would have then been prepared to admit that with re-
gard to the injurious effects of tohacco, it all depend-
ed on what tobacco you smoked.
A New Hampshire shoemaker makes
squeaky shoes to order, and has alltlte
work he ¢ n do. They are o-dered by
men who have pews near the pulpit and
plan to come in late.

Cold feet axd bands are eertain indications of imper-
fect circulaiion of the bleod. Dr. Carson’s 8 omach
Bitters promotes the circulation, keeps the bowele reg-
¢ ularand induces good health. Large bottles at 50 cenrs.

The Cincinnatti Enquirer has come' tc
the conclusion that too much dignity in-
jures a man’s charicter and chauces. i He
should have just enough to keep him level
when & lurch of the street car thrcws a
210 pound woman into his lap.

Xoung Meun! Read This.

The Volsaie Belt Co., of Marshall, Mich ,
offer to send their celebrated Electic
Volatic Belt and other Hlectric Appliance:
on irial for thirty days, o men (young o
old) afflicted with nervous debility, loss o
vit2lity and manhood, and all kindre:
troables. Alto tor rheumatism, neuralgis
paralysiz, and many other diseases, Cox
plete restoration to healih, vigor and mau
hood guaranteed, No risk is incurred a
thirty days trial is allowed. Write s/ e>
at once for illustrated pamphlet free.

D+ Carson's Pulmovary vougn vrops should be in al
most every family in Canacs, it is ooe of the best arc

safes t ocugh remedies knowr. In large bottles at 5
A r 208
L=~ R
Taos. GALLOWAY & Co., Cotton, Woollen, 8ilk, Ca
_pet, and Worsted Shuttle Makers, Dundas, Ont
LEUTURERS Wanted See The Sun. Copy free.
SUN, Box 2083, Kalamazoo, Mich
$7‘ “TO $300 AND EXPENSES A MONTH GUAR
ANTEED to AGE:TS everywhera Circulars
FREE. Seud stamp fur reply. W. A. HOATH & CO.,
Turqn;o, Oan ada.
All kinds of Metal Ste wp1 mad e

ﬁUBBER STAMPS 10 order. Yaters, Se.f-'the

Jdiroad, Banking, Notary & Socie'y Feals, e ¢ A .
vai ted, ODMOK &'BUNKER, 36 King &8¢ W.. " cronte,
BELWGRAcHY : Rsiiwey and Cosmercal T. k-

gr: phy thorough!y teught by ex »rier ced opers'-
‘18, A vd ess wich stamp DOMINION TELEGRAPH
NSTITUTE. 3 Kirg E Toronto. JAS. THORNE, M/:

RREE LOVE
FOR PLEASANT SEWING
——UBE ONLY —-

Clappericn’s Speol Cotton |
Warra: t.d FULL Length, ard o run smooth ou shy

Biwiug macrine, See that CLAPPERTON'S rame is o
tie lavel. A% For tale ryali Dry-Gosds Deslers.

A book of 165 pages on
& Cours hio, s«nt fr e by th
Unios Publi-hiag C>, Noaw

ark, N.J ft.ry

Rand asam e

Compound Oxygen.

H LINt SAY, GROCER, 60 KING S&TRELT
s west, Tororto, wries:—Have iuffered for
year- witn D;8gonria ; felt g e t distress afver eaiing;
red not est bread or p tatocs ; thoreht th re wes nc
Fep for me : that I musssrffer whie I sivel; was in-*|
duged to iry ** Compinad Oxygea ” st 73 Kiog s.me
e*i; attbe end of thre- weekicould eat sy fcop I
Wi had, and gaine 1 ¢ix_ pounds ; have now taguen fre
monel’s trestmens avd {ee' hke & Cew man altc g=ther -
mo' e gn of r' eumatism, which has troubl
yirter foryears,

BEST HOLIDAY CIFT

o Pastor, Parent, Teacher, Child, Fridnd.

d ne eery

the mos$ powerful and most certsin pain
cure is Poleon's Nekvie'se. Nothiog
equals Nervil'ne for penetrating power
Nerviline is beyovd comparison the grand-
eat diccovery for the relief of pain cficred |
to the public. Druggists sell asample |
bottle for 10 cents ; large bottles only 25|
cants at any drag stora.

An Indiana husbind who is eeekiug |
divorce claims that his wife scalded bim |
with the teapot on eighty-four different
occasions. There are some [patient men |
in this country.

|
|
|

tora, will do it in o time Try Pectoria, it never fails.
The great 5 eent Ccu'h ard OCoid Care {

An Italian Count has cffered to mer:y
an Ohio girl, if her father will come down |
with §50,000 in cash, but the old man|
thinks that he will wait for a ches
from an American *‘Hon.”

Yes you can get sox ething o stop that cough. “Pee- | |

|

Supplied at small extra cost with DENISON"S
PATENT RE CE INDEX.
The latest edition has 3000 more Worgs in its

vocabulary than are found in any other And Dict'y
and nearly 3 times the number of Enrm 28,
i

y cure internal inflammation and ul-|
tion, misplacement and all kindred |

% tolien Medical Discovery ”’ willcleanse —

| JRIOR SALE OR EXCHANGE FOR F EST L1
Ontario Farm or city property, 640 scr. s
Sowiz D strict, “ the Garden «f Souhery
cf which h b en broken and backsst thi
| acres, which is all ready to sow the seed on in the spr
| The first er \p . hould more than pay tre prica for
| Terms )Ebun\l,_!&ddre-- Rox 163, London, Ont
B DI O S
Manufacturers 6f Siasr 1
LEATHER BRI
Eing Streer, Sust, 7
{ Large dout!
| for Price Lists s:d Dircom

' eTa % METAL & RUBBER
I HAND i &T M S Stamps of every de-
] !cr_llptwn. R(‘?‘F,.k te. Bronz: Medals the lust four years
at Toronto Exhibitior  Agents wanted
EENYON, TINGLEY & § 'EWART, M'FG. CO.,
. ENLYY 72 King 8t., West, Tozonio

£92
i
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i

hearing a red tin {
. Rose Leaffinec
ngn, and that L

t and cheapest, quality dered ?

3TY JT A
RUPTURE
EGANS IMPERIAL TRUSS,
wich & Spiral Smiig; b:
invented. Took te:
fect. Cures evesy ¢
adults. Holds the
du.ing barce-t work. «
funded. 25 ycers’ pract

< ence. Circul: re frec
EGAN IMPERIAL TRUSS CO, 23
Eaat, Toronto, Ont.

The Wh

erine--The Sharon
Bouquei — Palm
Oil Bath Scap—
Oatmeal Skin
Soap, and The
Baby’'sCwn Soap.

-——-MAI‘I“I BY 7 !
The Albert Toilet Soap Co.'y
ARE UNSURPASSED FOR

Purity and Excellence.

£F Sold b all leading druggists. &3

100 Grey Nun

1mp
Prain Pipes, Portland Comnees
Chimney Tops, Canada
Water Lime, T
Fire Bricks, Tias
Boraxz, Roman
Manufac

¥ =
S S

hE.

Oement, Ver
Clomes

& e springs

B“imff“"f_, sofa.
RITISHAMERICA

B BUSINESS COLLEGE, ARCADE

ST,, TORONTO. Finest rooms in Amer

cal in every department. Teachers pusk a
ergetic, and know what they teach. Endorse
leading business men of Ontario, its graduates are fill
ing positions of trust in every city, town and village of
Canada. Send for new circular,
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AGENTY W

C. W. DEN

“An invaluable companion in every libmry and

at every fireside.—Toronto Globe. 8
Best Dictionary of the language.—Londan Times.

E:& C. MERRIAM & CO., Pub'rs, Springiield, Mass.
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JOHNSTON'S FLUID BEEF

It is the only preparstion of the kind which
centains all the nutritious, together with tre
stimulating, propertics of heei, snd the cnly
onge, which has the wer to supply neurish
mext for brain, ard bone, and muscls,

IS,

TORONTO BARGAIR
213 YONGE SRLET,

7\

~

SRS




