
. AGATHA.
Three ladies were seated in Agatha 

Forester'» parlor ; Miu F^rtercue, large, 
dark and of uncertain age, who mono­
polized the most comfortable arm-chair ; 
Mrs Becker shrunken and sandy, who 
wasc .instantly sliding off the sofa and re 
instating herself with a jerk, and Miss 
Agatha herself, who sit apart from the 
others, glan ing uneasily out cf the 
window, as if distressed by their garrulity 
Miss Agarlii was a fair young woman, 
with a noble head and a countenance ex­
pressive of all grace and goodness. Yet 
at this mom* nt she entertained feelings 
decidedly hostile to her callers, who hid 
run in with the familiar freedom of fallow- 
boarders in a family hotel, to chat away 
the afternoon. At heart they were im­
mensely sorry that Miss Nannie Foster 
had not yet returned from a suburb, where 
she had gone the day before. Miss 
Nannie, Agatha's cousin, companion and 
chaperone in one, was far more to their 
taste ; she was more attentive, more 
easily impressed, more sympathetic, they 
thought. She never sat looking out of 
the window when they were retailing 
their choicest bits of scandal for her 
especial benefit. But then she was a 
woman of years. However, they still 
I nhered ; it was a pleasant place. The 
Fosters had the handsomest suite in the 
building—and famished with such taste ! 
Such carpets 1 Such decorative art ' 
And the Fosters were tip top people, 
There was four of them, Miss Agatha, her 
»wo bachelor brother», ten and a dozen 
years her senior, and Mise Nannie, who, 
since their parents’ death, had kept the 
children together. The winter day drew 
to a close, the rçom grew dusky, and still 
the ladiee lingered.

Agatha could endure it no longer; this, 
of i.ll days, she was without patience. 
She rose quickly.

“ Larlisq” she said, with an indignant 
quiver in her sweet contralto voice, “ yon 
must excuse me. I cannot listen to such 
coversation !”

There w?s silence a moment ; then 
MissFortescue lifted her cumbrous frame. 
“ Oh, certainly. I quite understand. 
We will withdraw. We do not wish to 
offend.”
• “ Oh, certainly,” faintly echoed Mrs. 
Becker, sliding from the sofa for the last 
time and preparing to follow.

Agatha's impatience only increased.
“ And allow me to siy,” she exclaimed, 

with no compunction, “ that I think 
ladies might Le better employed than with 
their neighbors' affiirs."

“Good afternoon,” said Miss Fortee- 
cue stvagely.

“ Good afternoon,” sneered Mrs. 
Becker.

“ Good riddance 1” cried Agatha sharp ­
ly ere the door had closed.

“ To-day of all days,” she said, as she 
walked to and fro in the dusk. Presently
the door opened.

“All in the dark, Agatha ?” asked a 
cheery voice.

“ 1 thought you would never come, 
Nannie,” was tho swift, unnerved reply. 
Then she lit the gas.

“ Why, what is the matter, my dear ?” 
“ I hare just put Miss Fortescue and 

M-a. Becker out of the room, and it—it 
has annoyed me.” ,

*• Dear me ! What had they done ?”
“ The same old sickening gossip. Miss 

Bruce flirts on the street ; Mr. and Mrs. 
Brown have shown no marriage certifi­
cate ; Mrs. Gray holds her step-child to 
the furnace to burn it, and so on and 
so on.”

“ They get their ideas from the mom 
ing papers,” said Nannie calmly, unclasp­
ing her fur-lined circular. “The step­
mother holding the child to the fire is a 
favorite paragraph when news is scarce. 
Sometimes she heats the flat-iron. For 
my part, I would never go to that 
trouble.”

But Agatha could not respond to her 
staid humor. She helped put away the 
wraps, and inquired after the suburban 
friends.

“You look pale; aren’t you well? 
asked Miss Nannie when they were 
seated.

The girl dropped her eyes. “ Nannie, 
I have some news for you,” she said with 
an effort. “ I—last night—I promised 
Mr. Peters—to—to marry him.’- Then 
she sighed as if relieved of a great bur­
den.

The room was still, utterly still. If 
Mies Nannie were surprised or shocked 
she gave no token. She only sat quietly 
looking at the girl and taking time to 
collect her thoughts. Agatha never lifted 
her eyes until, after some moments, her 
cousin cleared her throat and tranquilly 
inquired : “ Well, dear, are you satisfied 
that you will be happy ?”

Then the girl rose and threw herself 
upon the sofa. “ O, Nannie, I don’t 
know ; I can’t tell.” .

More silence. Then Mias Nannie 
asked if she had told the boys ?

To these women George and Lewis 
would be “the boys" as long as they 
lived.

“ I told George at noon,” replied 
Agatha in a voice heavy with tears.
* ■ Lewis was not here. I wish vou would 
tell him.”

“And what did George say 
“ He only said, ‘ I congratulate 

Peters.’”
Miss Nannie leaned back in the chair 

and meditated, bringing Peters up for a 
mental review. Poor little whiffet I To 
be sure, ho had money, some social stand­
ing and a fair education. They had 
known him a long, long time, and even 
felt for him a sort of distant relatives’ 
affection. They would do anything in the 
world for him. He often took Agatha 
about, to places of amusement, to church, 
or riding. But he was at least fifteen 
years her senior, and they had never 
dreamed of his aspiring to marry her. 
His appearance was pitifully against him 
Miss Nannie reviewed his bad build, his 
bowed legs, his * wild eye,’ as she called 
it, » suspicious eye that seemed to skir­
mish about t ie room while its mate re­
garded you with 6t eadfast respect. Then 
the turned her thoughts to Agatha— 
Agatha, perfect in face and figure and en- 
nobled by education and advantages— 
Agatha, for whom a Senator had proposed 
and a Congressman languished, to say 
nothing of he lesser adorers—Agatha, 
who had rejected the Senator because he 
lacked principle, and the Congressman 
because he wasa widower.

Nannie remembered that the girl had 
suffered and shed tears over refusing 
these and others. She had a curious dis­
position, as the boy a had said, 
ii ^ le:;gth Nannie roused and apoke. 
“ I will tell Lewis ; and now, dear, you 
had better drei-s; it is near dinner-time. 
A little Florida-water will cool your 
cheeks”—

11 Hark !” cried Agatha, “ there he is 
dow—gone into his room.”

Nannie recognized the clumsy step. 
Lewis has never yet come up those steps 
without tripping at the top ; the rushing, 
impetuous way of his boyhood would al­
ways cling to him.

“ I am going at once to tell him, before 
George comes,” said Nannie, rising.

“ Yes, do,” sighed Agatha. And when 
her c uiin had gone out acroea the corri­
dor, and her tap had been welcomed by a 
earelesa “ Come in !" the young girl stole

after and listened at the crack of her discontinue your talk of my si*t*r,” he 
brother’» door. cried angrily. _

“Liwis, I have news for you,” said Agatha came out. “Oh Lewis, 
Nannie gently, and there was a hidden , dear.
eob In her fond voice. “Agatha has He took her by the arm. “Go back, 
promised to marry Mr. Peters.” ! Gath I’ve a matter to settle with this

“ O Lord fi* cried Lewis in open- lady. She knows what mischief she ha» 
mouthed disgust. | been trying to work, and 1 intend the

Agatha crept away from the door ; her talk shall cease or I will take measure» 
face was burning and her heart beat she may not admire. ‘
hard.

But Mies Nannie remained awhile in 
her cousin’s chamber.

“Lewis ” she »aid quietly. “ I «up 
poee we all feel the same over th:s—j 
matter ? Agatha Baya when she told 
George he remarked that he ‘congratu­
lated Peters.’ ”

“ Well, this is too Oaa, ’ said Lewis in­
dignantly. “ It is a shame if a girl with 
her face and brains can’t do better. She 
is altogether too soft-hearted. She would 
have married all the men who ever pro­
posed, if we had let her, and cut of sheer 
pity, not because she cared for them 
That is why she accepted Peters ; couldn’t 
bear to hurt his feelings—didn’t want his 
«trait eye to suffuse with tear» 1 We must 
do something to prevent.”

Nannio smiled deprecatingly : “We 
must be very careful. Agatha has a curi­
ous disposition, and if she thought we 
were all against him, ehe would pity him 
the more.”

“If there were only time way t) dis­
pose of him,” exclaimed Lewis grimly ; 
“If we could send him out with the next 
Arctic exposition”—

Nannie rose. “You will be very care 
ful what you say, Lewis ?”

“ Oh, of course.”
She lingered at the door. “ Agatha 

has not a forceless nature by any means," 
she said ; “ehe can get angry if she cares 
to. She tells me ehe put Miss Fortescue 
and Mrs. Becker out of our parlor to-day, 
because of their vile gossip. I have no 
doubt she did.”

“ Humph !”

Agatha came down to dinner with her 
face composed and her manner gracious 
as ever. Her inward defiance waa not 
outwardly manifest. Of her family, 
George was a shade more dignified than 
usual; and Lewis appeared annoyed,whilu 
Nannie put on a regretful look and oc­
casionally sighed. When they left the 
dining-room Agatha swept haughtily by 
the table at which sat the Foctescue and 
the Becker. She was done with the 
twain, and intended they should see it.

Up in their own parlor, George eat 
down by his sister. “Agatha,” he «aid 
slowly and with an evident dislike to the 
subject, “do you think you did well to 
engage yourself to Mr. Peters before 
consulting your family?”

“I was of age three years ago,” she 
said, regarding him with calm dignity.

“Yes, yes, of course. But there is 
such a thing as advice. Mr. Peters is 
cur good friend, but is he a suitable hus­
band for you?”

“What is there against him! ’ she ask­
ed, unflinchingly. She was not blind to 
her lover's bodily imperfections. She had 
lain awake all night, mentally endeavor­
ing to straighten his crooked limbs, and 
control his recreant orb. But with day 
light they dawned upon her as uncom­
promising as ever.

But George would not stoop to person­
alities. “Nothing,” he answered quiet­
ly. “Only we have looked very high for 
you. We want you to be happy.”

“Then do not speak sgainst Mr. 
Peters,” she taid in » way that seemed to 
dismiss the subject.

George betook himself to his own room 
and Lewis took bis place by Agatha. “I 
suppose I am to congratulate,” he said 
with a careless disregard of Nannie’s in­
junctions.

“You do not seem very enthusiastic,” 
responded his sister calmly, recalling his 
secretly-heard exclamation upon first hear 
ing the news.

“I can’t help it if I don’t," he answer­
ed half-impatiently. “Yon know how 
proud we are of yon, Gath, and we can’t 
be expected to think any man good 
enough."

She smiled.
He went on recklessly: “I don’t believe 

you knew what you were doing. You 
don’t love Peters, you only pity him j ust 
as you used to pity the Senator and all 
the rest. This crooked little curmud­
geon! Why, he is older than George,and 
cross-eyed”—

She sprang up in a rage: “Lewis, you 
have said quite enough. Never speak so 
again to me; I forbid it !”

Then she sought her own chamber and 
threw herself upon the bed.

Nannie came to her after awhile. “My 
poor darling ! Why are you feeling so 
bad?"

“Lewis has been saving such awful 
things!”

“And are you quite tureyou have made 
no mistake?”

“Quite sure.”
She rose and arranged her toilet ; Mr. 

Peters was to come that evening.
He arrived early. Nannie endeavored 

to be gracious, but soon excused hetself, 
leaving Agatha to her lover, theboys hav- 
i°g gone out. And Agatha, with Lewis' 
cruel criticism still ringing in her ears, 
felt as if in a dream. Fortunately Peters 
made no inquiries as to her brothers’ 
opinion of the marriage. Miss Nannie 
had congratulated him as though all were 
satisfactory.

Agatht accepted his adoration quite 
passiyely, and, at Iaat, when he was gone, 
retired to her room to pity him and weep 
for him, and tell herself how much she 
loved him.

Bat as the winter slipped away the en­
gagement was announced, and basing re­
mained unbroken, Agatha's brothers be­
gan to feel resigned.

The quiet, intense devotion of Norman 
Peters was teaching. He worshipped his 
betrothed; to him she was a very god­
dess.

“If,” thought Nannie, with a softened 
regret, “if he were only a half-inch tall­
er, to be of even height with Agatha!”

Meanwhile poor Agatha was fretting 
herself to death A thousand little heart­
less sarcasms and glances of ridicule, to 
which Peters in his great happiness, was 
utterly oblivious, were constantly stab­
bing her. Night after night she passed 
in wakeful agony, the idea of breaking 
the engagement never once occuring to 
her. She vas sure she loved him, and 
she realised the depth of his devotion. 
She endeavored to rise above morbid sen­
sitiveness, telling herself that people 
would cease their cruel ways whan they 
saw that she was determined to ctand by 
him. But she grew thin, and her fsce 
wore a hunted expression. Mesdames 
Becker and Fortescue now begr.n to cir­
culate pretty little stories about her—in­
geniously constructed but untnithful ro­
mance*

Nothing very bad, for Agatha was a 
woman to whom no doubtful mist could 
cling for a moment; but whispers of “co 
auetrv.”“Micrhti»H hnru, ” >

Wit.ho-it a word Miss Fortescue turned 
and fled.

“ I was sorry for her," said Agatha, 
“she looked eo guilty and helpless.”.

“I declare I haven’tmuch patience with 
you,” exclaimed her brother, “to chink 
that you would defend her, and ehe every 
day assailing yonr good name. But al* 
your -ways of late are provoking. You 
are going to marry a man you don’t love 
because you pity him. For God’s sake, 
why didn’t you pity some one suitable”—

She trembled with excitement and pas­
sion.

“Lewis, if you have the least particle 
of love or respect for me, you will nevei 
speak so again I do love Norman, and 
ic would kill me if anything should break 
the engagement!”

Lewis quit her presence quite cres‘- 
f alien.

The days slipped by. There had been 
m date fixed for the wedding, nor 
was the subject disscussed by the fam­
ily.

None but Nannie knew the terrible 
tremor in which the girl existed. She 
was ever moving about, her hands con­
stantly occupied. Day after day, rain or 
shine, the two women were out of doors. 
They had always an errand, usually one 
of mercy. Nannie, however disinclined, 
would have felt it a sin to oppose, and si 
Agatha dragged her off through the flit­
ting sunshine, the moodiness, the chill or 
storm of the springtime, until one last 
morning.

It had been raining for three days, and 
eo steadily that the sidewalk flags were 
cleaned and whitened.

Agatha said they would not be hamper­
ed with a carriage,and they took a car for 
a mile os so, alighting to walk a few 
squares or so to another line. The storm 
had abated, and the rain was buta listless 
drizzle.

Agatha slipped and slid once, and Nan­
nie gave a frightened exclamation.

“My overshoes are useless,” said the 
girl carelessly. “I must soon have an­
other pair. I have a good deal of shop­
ping to do soon.”

“Your outfit”—ventured Nannie, and 
stopped.

Agatha sighed but her sigh was lost in 
the noise of the street.

A poor little yellowdog limped out from 
under a passing vehicle, holding up one 
paw and yelping pitifully.

“Oh, see!" cried Agatha, with her eyes 
wet. “Poor, poor doggy ! I am so sor­
ry !”

The yelps died away in the distance,and 
the ladies went on.

A blind man, crying,‘ Coughlozengesl” 
upon the corner detained them for a mo­
ment.

In the next block an old building had 
been torn away to give place to a new 
one. Careless workmen had left the side 
walk unguarded in one place, a step from 
which would have landed one in a deep 
cellar, where lay a number of loose found­
ation stones.

Just as they had reached this spot they 
were brought to a sudden halt by lo”* 
cries and confusion. Down the street 
and directly toward them, came a run­
away team dragging a splendid carriage.

Agatha took an irresolute step forward, 
and then sprang back as the horses dash­
ed up against the sidewalk

The women were thus separated, and 
in a second Nannie was reaching forward, 
cold with hoiror.

“Agatha!” she cried, but too late. The 
girl had lost her balance, and had fallen 
backward from the unguarded sidewalk 
down into the deep cellar, and there 
lay upon the stones limp and uncon­
scious.

__ The Sponge.
To understand this subject you .must 

have a sponge before you. You wm 
that It la of a brownish color. Is soft and 
will abeorb water very readily. It 
made up of fine fibre» which easily bend 
and are very elastic, or will spnng back 
when preeaed, and Is pierced with many 
holes or pores These fishes are made of
three different substances—«üex, which
is an earth of which flint is formed, lime 
and a horny substance, (horn Is compos- 
id of glue, pheephate of lime and albu- 
r.en). The home of the sponge is the 
ocean,but it grows to Its greatest perfect­
ion in tho tropical waters. It originates 
from the mother sponge, and first ap­
pears as a pear-shaped jelly-like body ab­
out as large as a small pea. This Is called 
a gemmule, from gemma, a bud ; it looks 
very much like a drop of the white of an 
egg, without head, feet, arms, eyes or 
ears. Tbii young sponge floats about for 
hree days ; it moves by means of a 

Urge number of fine threads, called cuui, 
which cover its body ; these are whirled 
about rapidly, making quite a commotion 
in the water, and with the roundest part 
of the body foremost off the little thing 
goes. These cilia are not used to pro­
duce motion wholly, but by them the 
food Is drawn into the body. After about 
three days it becomes tired of wander 
ing and prepares to settle down upon 
some shell or rock, from which it never 
moves. The narrow end is attached to 
the substance they have found. Their 
cilia continue to move for some hours 
after it becomes fixed, but then they 
grow quiet ard lay down flat on the 
rock and quietly suck In their food. After 
a short time dark spots are seen in the 
sponge ; these are the sponge fibres be­
ginning to grow in the live jelly and are 
what the cilia have drawn into the body 
out of the sea water. These little spots 
of sponge soon grow together and form 
sort of framework for the live jelly 
rest on, and as this frame grows the jelly 
grows too, and fills up the tubes and pores 
in the rponge.

After the sponge has grown to a pretty 
good size a great many fine spikes are 
seen to shoot out of the side of the sponge 
tubes ; it is thought that these are ti pre 
vent the weight of the growing spang 
from pressing too heavily upon the jelly 
As the eponsre grows on the recks it 
throws up many round heads with large 
boles in them. The water from which 
the sponge obtains its nonriahm-nt is 
sucked in through the little h .les or pores 
in the sides, and after running through 
the whole structure, is thrown out 
through these large holes with ooneider 
able force.

Sponges grow in many different tonna 
Some grow like shrubs, some like tubes 
vases and trumpets. In some parts o. 
the Pacific Ocean it grows like the most 
beautiful branches of trees.

They are fastened so securely to the 
rocks upon which they grow that the 
most furious dashings hrrdly ever tear 
them off.

quetry,” “blightedhopes,” “girlish folly” 
and “ last resort.” which, blown from lip 
to hp on the dubious breath of friend­
ship, came at last to vex the ears of the 
Fosters. Agatha only grew more pale. 
Stormy Itowia however, one day con- 
fronted Misa Fortescue In the hall before 
his sister's room.

“I tell you, madame, that you must

She would live, sadly crippled and 
helpless; the Epine had been injured and 
one hip dislocated. So said the best of 
surgeons. She would henceforth require 
all care and tenderness.

“Thank God, she is not poor!” cried 
Nannie. As for the boys, George was 
completely crushed, and Lewis paced the 
floor for hours, crying for “his poor,poor, 
sister 1”

Agatha insisted upon hearing the 
worst, and, when it was made known was 
very silent. By-and-by Nannie could 
see great tears trembling under the long, 
dark eyelashes.

“I would not mind," faltered the suf­
ferer, “but for him. Who will love and 
care for him now?"

Then she asked that he be sent for at 
once. When he arrived, Nannie and the 
boys were in the room, but they with­
drew to the window. Peters' face was 
pale as Agatha’s own,

“Norman dear,” she sai.l without pre­
face, “I am a cripple for life. I may 
never walk again. I sent for you—to 
give you back your freedom."

A frightened expression overspread his 
countenance; his lip quivered, and he 
sank on his knees by the bed and buried 
his face.

“Agatha, darling!” he cried with real 
pathos, “don't, don’t cast me off! You 
are a thousand times dearer to me now. 
All 1 ask is the right to care for yon”— 
his voice broke, and he fell to weeping.

By the window three persons heard it 
all. They looked in silence at each other, 
then Lewis strode swiftly across the 
room.

“Peters," he said, “we havn’t done 
right by you. I, myself, Lave acted de­
spicably. But if you will forgive and 
fnrget, it will be very different in the fu­
ture.”

Then Peters, who had risen, stood si­
lent and bewildered till, through the 
mist, the room grew suddenly bright, for 
they had encircled him and were clasping 
his hands with loving warmth.

And as Agatha lay watching she raised 
a feeble hand to stay the tears that cours­
ed her cheeks.

“I never thought;" she sobbed aloud, 
“I never dreamed I could be made so 
happy I’

What Number of Meals?
Respecting the number of meals one 

ought to patronize, that must be regulat­
ed by want and habit. To digest well, it 
is necessary that the stomach should have 
completely dealt with the previous meal. 
However, feeble and delicate stomachs 
have need to eat bet little at a time, 
though frequently. Also, to make an in­
telligent section of those alim ints which 
refresh, heat and sustain. The aliment 
which digests beet is the most suitable. 
Digestion is but the preference of the 
stomach for something it likes, the at­
traction of suitable ingredients; it is the 
sustaining of our organs and their tissuea, 
and if the stomach be healthy and well 
constituted, i-s instinct will never be at 
fault. “Strawberries and cream make 
me sad,” said Madame du Deffand, but 
they agreed with her not the less—[The 
Caterer.

A friend think» that the winds must be 
great mathematicians beoense they sigh 
forever.

French Holiday Presents.
During the last ten years the custom 

of making presents daring the holidays, 
has been so abused, that thousands an­
ticipate Christmas with beating hearts. 
Even these who dare not disobey the 
fashion speak of it as “one grand farce." 
It is, however, to Paris that one should 
go, if he wishes to see the tyranny of the 
“Christmas-box.”

Tho reign of the despot begins a week 
before the New Year and Jaate until the 
middle of Jinuary. Tho first attack is 
ni vie by the postman, who is closely 
f flowed by the water, wood and coal car- 
• iers.

Then come the street-sweeper, the 
lamp-lighter, the biker, butcher, grocer, 
fish-woman, shoe-maker, tailor, hotter, 
and glove-man. Each salutes his victim 
in the finest phrases. They are very po­
lite on these days of visitation—and re­
ceive from two to five francs.

At the cafe, on the tray from which 
the cup of chocolate is taken, lies an 
orange, a box of bonbons and a cigar 
tied up with tricolored ribbon. The 
waiter smile:, and the victim, also smiling 
pockets one of the presents anil lays a 
five-franc piece in its place.

The walker on the Boulevard» is hailed 
by the women who keep the little stalls 
with, “Give me a present, my dear mon­
sieur!” The gamin picks the gentleman's 
handkerchief out of his pocket, in order 
that he may restore It and ask for a ' ‘pres­
ent. ”

The porter of the house in which the 
gentleman has rooms must be liberally 
feed, or during the year the lodger’s let­
ters will be lost, his friends will be told 
that he is not at home when he is expect­
ing them, and those whom he does not 
wish to see will be shown into his apart­
ment.

If he makes a social call, he must take 
a present fur the lady of the house, and 
for the children. The ordinary present 
consists of a box of bonbons. Fashion 
requires that these should be bought of 
certain famous confectioners, though just 
as good bonbons may be purchased at a 
hundred shops, at a quarter of the price.

These famous confectioners inscribe 
their names on the pretty boxes and bags 
—which cost no trifle—so that the lady 
and the children know where your pres­
ent wia purchased.

Some of the ladies receive scores of 
such boxes or bags. A smile and a word 
of thanks reward the giver, and when he 
has departed, his present Is handed over 
to the maid or footman.

The servants eat the bonbons and re sell 
the boxes to dealers, who do a paying 
business by furnishing people with sec­
ond-hand boxes or bags stamped with the 
name of a fashionable confectioner. One 
lady, it is said, received the same box 
four times in as many years.

A witty Frenchman, annoyed by the 
tyrannical custom, announced his pur­
pose to re verre the method. Accordingly 
on New Year's Day he presented himself 
to the proprietor of the cafe which he 
frequented and claimed a present for 
having teen a daily customer for twelve 
months.

From California On Horsebaek
At Dubuque, Iowa, a woman about 20 

years of age, riding a spirited horse with 
a yearling colt, behind which a little dog 
trotted, appeared recently. She said that 
her name was Ida Lawson. Her parents 
had died in California, and she had re­
solved to go to her relatives in Wisconsin. 
She started on horseback six months ago, 
carrying a revolver until rho reached 
Denver, where she sold it. Mias Law­
son’s destination was Green Lake, Wis . 
which place she left with her sister for 
California in April, 1883. They took a 
horse, buggy, and calt, and arrived in 
San Francisco on Sept. 19, 1883. She 
left there on May 19, 1884.

T ae horse and colt she had were those 
taken from Wisconsin. She had no com­
panion at any time on the homeward 
journey, and used a sheepskin for a sad­
dle. The object of her trip in this novel 
way was to bring back the mare and colt 
and the novelty of crossing the mountains 
alone. Miss Lawson has a good education, 
is prepossessing in appearance, and lady­
like in manners. She will reach her 
home on Thursday next.

The muskrat predicted an open winter 
hasn’t tumble down so far.

A boy who kissed the schoolmarm 
now the Mayor of a Western city. Whe; 
one enters upon a career of crime there 
no knowing where he may end.

John Ruakin refuses to use the word 
Celtic in his lectures lest he should be ex­
pected to call It Keltic. Next thing the) 
will insist on saying ealt-kellers.

In the war between France and China 
let us not forget the poor slain. For 
“poor slain” read “porcelain,” and there 
you are. We hate to be compelled to ex­
plain a joke.

A writer Bays you can almost tell a 
man’s occupation by his gait. True ; same 
way with a y mth If it is a mile an 
hour he is a messenger boy.

An opossum was found in the umbrella 
stand of a leading, Pa., hotel recently. If 
it had been an umbrella it would never 
have been found.

An old maid in Nashville keeps a parrot 
which swears, and a monkey which chews 
tobacco. She aaj s between the two she 
doesn’t miss a husband very much.

A Philadelphia doctor is treating thir­
teen cases of spinal disease which he says 
have been brought on by bicycle riding. 
You can’t have fun unless you pay for 
it.

At the theatre : Indigent old gentleman 
to young lady who has been jabbering at 
the top of her voice—' This talking is ab. 
ominable. Nobody can hear a word. 
Young Lady—“That’s just what I was 
telling Miss Smith, here. Thoso actors 
keep up such a racket on the stage you 
can’t hear yourself speak.”

“It is all very well to be thankful to-day 
for those who feel that way, but for my 
part I can’t see it,” says the turkey. 
‘•Here, too,"says the chicken. “It don t 
matter to mi,” says the goose, “for I m 
old and tough, and though they may kill 
they can’t eat me.” “Shake,” says the 
duck, “for I’m kindertough myself.”

Economy: Customer—“I left a pair of 
shoes here this morning. I wanted the 
heels taken off. ’ ’ S hoemaker— ‘ ‘All reac.y, 
sir." Customer—“How much ? ’ Shoe­
maker—“Oh, I sha’n't charge you any­
thing for that ; only a small job, you 
know.” Customer—“Thanks; but where 
are the heels? I’ll take them, please; they 
may be of some use, you know, to you, if 
not to me.”

A Sick Family.
“Good morning, Johnny,” said the 

Methodist preacheç, riding up to a small 
boy sitting on the fence in front of a 
Kentucky farm house and whistling 
“Wait till the Clouds Roll By.”

“Momin’,” replied the boy, eyeing the 
preacher’s scrub horse narrowly.

“Are the folks all well this morning?”
“Naw.”
“Wh>’s sick?”
“Jim. he’s down with the measles; 

Mary, she's down with the mumps ; Sal, 
she’s down with the yaller janders; Sam, 
he’s down with the fever; Mordecail. he's 
down with the chills”—and the boy stop­
ped to take breath.

“Why, my, Johnny, you must be hav­
ing a hard time at your house.”

“Yes, rather tough for good Metho­
dists."

“Is there any one else sick?”
‘‘Yes, mother; she’s down, too.”
“No, you don’t say so? What/s ehe 

down with?"
“Oh, she's down with the neighbors in 

the front room helpin’ lay Pap out.”
“Your father dead?”
“Yea, the old man gimme his last 

lickin’ yistiday momin’.”
“This is terrible,” groaned the preach­

er, “is there anybody else gowu?”
“Yea, Bob and Hezskiah’a down with 

the doga in the woods behind the truck 
patch cet-hin’ acoonfur dinner. Mother’s 
expectin’ yer, an’ she told me to set out 
here an’ wait till you came along.”

A Bird's Nest as Big as a House.
Whac would my young readers think if 

they should find a nest thirty feet in di­
ameter, and six or eight feet high. 
There are such nests in the Molucca 
Islands, made, too, by a bird as small, 
if not smaller, than the straw-in-tail, and 
called raegapodius. Like the tropic bird, 
too, they frequent the scrubby jungles 
along the sea-shore, where the soil is 
sandy, but they have remarkably large 
and strong feet, and long claws. Where 
there is a considerable quantity of debris 
consisting of sticks, shells, sea-weeds and 
leaves, the megapodius forms immense 
mounds, often with comparative ease, 
for with their long feet they can grasp 
and throw backward a large quantity of 
material. In the centre of the mound, at 
the depth of two or three feet, the eggs 
are deposited, and are hatched by the 
gentle heat produced by the fermentation 
of the vegetable matter of the mound.— 
[G. G. Griffith in Golden Davs.

How They do it.
So-called respectable people would 

hesitate considerable before pilfering
Îour pockets in a crowded thoroughfare.

'hat would be too too. The same dis­
crimination is not indicated by the so- 
called respectable druggist when tbst 
wonderful com cure, Putnam’s Painless 
Corn Extractor, is asked for. He will 
pilfer your pockets in the most genteel 
manner by substituting cheap and danger­
ous substitutes for the genuine Putnam’s 
Com Extractor. Watch for these gentle 
men, and take none u.hvr than Putnam’s 
Coin Extractor. Sold by druggis'i 
everywhere. N. C. Poison & Co., K.ug- 
ston, propre.

Opium and sawdust enter large’y 
the ingredients of the cigarette, 
these things wore never known to 
any bad effect on tho soft-headed 
who suck cigarettes.

The Raw Cutting Winds.
Of winter bring to the surtace every latten 
pain. It is one of the strange things as­
sociated with our physical well baing that 
the very air, without which we could not 
exist, is heavily laden with the germs of 
disease. Rheumatism, neuralgia, lum­
bago, and, other complaints of a similar 
character hold revel as this season of the 
year amongst human nerves and human 
muscles. There was a time when forti­
tude alone could make life tolerable, but 
now with the advent of pownful, jeue 
tr&ting and nerve soothing remedies pain 
becomes a thing cf a moment. The best, 
lhe most powetful and m*>st certain pain 
cure is Poison s HeiiVIL'ne. Nothing 
equals Netvil'iie for pcnotiating p-wor 
Nerviline isbeyord comparison the giaud- 
est ditoove-y for the relief of pain offired 
to the public. Druggist* sell a mm pi e 
bottle for 10 cents ; large bottles only 25 
cents at any drug store.

An Indiana husband who is seeking 
divorce claims that his wife scalded him 
with the teapot on eighty-four different 
occasions. There ate some 'patient men 
in this country.

Tee jm can get mjetfcing tn step that cough. “Pec- 
tor*, will do it in co time Try Pec»oiia, it never f&iis. 
The great 5 eent Octr h and Cold Core

An Italian Count has offered to mar.y 
an Ohio girl, if her father will come down 
with $50,000 in caah, but the old man | 
thin ke that he will wait for a cheaper bid 
from an American “Hon."

Rupture Cured 
p*nanently or no pay. Oar new and 
Sl n cure method of treating rupture, 
w flout the knife, enables usto guarantee a 
ci ri- Trusses can be thrown away at 
la it Send two letter stamps for refer- 
el cis, pamphlet and terms. World’s 
£ yensary Medical Association, Buffalo,
s y.

[tissue"ppi has been ahiaping fresh De­
ep gber strawberries to Chicago, just to 
k ep its hand in and prove what a garden 
*] jt that state is.

1 k Perfect Floodjof Sunshine ", 
w Ifill the heart of every suffering wo­
rn » if she will only persist in the use of 
D Pierce’s “Favorite Prescription.” It 
w Jcure the most excruciating periodical 
pi #s, and relieve yon of all irregulari- 
ti iand give healthy ac .ion. It will poai- 
ti sly cure internal inflammation and ul- 
ci stion, misplacement and all kindred 
d orders. Price reduced to one dollar. 
B r druggists.

fioof.r and bustles will be all the fas a 
ii d again next spring, hnd six fashionable 
i omen will once more manage to occupy 
all the room in a stre it car.

Consumption.
^withstanding the great number who 
yesrly succumb to this terrible and fatal 
"iisase, which is daily winding its fatal 

ills around thousands who ar» uncon- 
iuus of its deadly presence. Dr. Pierce’s 
Crol ien Medical Discovery ” will cleanse 
id purify the blood of scrofulous im­
plies, and cure tubercular consump- 

ion (which is only scrofulous disease of 
the lungs) Send three letter stamps and 
get Dr. Pierce’s complete treatise on on- 
sumption and kindred affections, with 
numerous testimonials cf cures. Ad­
dress, World’s Dispensary Medical As­
sociation, Buffalo, N. Y.

Catarrh—A New Treatment
rerhape tee mo-1 extraordinary success that 

hes been achieved in modem science has beet 
attained by the Dixon Treatment of Catarrh. 
Out tf 2,0u0 patients treated during the past 
rix months, fnlly ninety ner cent, have been 
cured of this stubborn mandy. This to none 
the less startling when it is remembered that 
not nve per cenr. of the patients presenting 
themselves to the regular practitioner are 
benefltted, while the paient med.cinee and 
nicer auver'toed cures never record a enre at 
ell. Starting with the claim now gonerill) 
believed by the nest scientific men that 
the dieenoo is due to the presence of liv 
ing parasites in the tissues, M-. Dixon at 
once adapted his cure to their extei • 
miuatioc ; this accomplished the catarrh 
Is practically cured, and the permanency torn 
questioned, ae cures effected by him four year,, 
ago ■ re cures still. No one else has ever at­
tempted to cure catarrh in this manner, and no 
i.'t> T treatment has ever cured catarrh. The 
application of the remedy to simple and can be 
dose at home, and the present season of the 
jeer to the moat favorable for a speedy and 
poimarent core the majority of cases being 
cured at one treatment. Sufferers should cor­
respond with V esers. A. H. DIXON & SON. 30c 
King—treet West, Toronto, Canada, and ercion 
stamp for their treatise on catarrh — Montreal 

-
The bread baked at Naples is the same 

size and weight and shape as was baked 
6,000 years ago, but we are gl&d to learn 
that street beggars are a new genera­
tion.

important.
When you visit or leave New York City, save 

Baygsge expreaeage and Carriage Hire, and 
stop at the Grand Union Hotel, opposite 
Grand Central Depot 603 elegant rooms fitted 
up at a coat of one million dollars, 81 aud up 
wards per day. European plan Elevator. 
Restaurant supplied with the beet. Horse cars, 
stares and elevated railroads to all depots 
F unities can live bettor for leas money at the 
G and Union iiotci than at any other llrst- 
olias hotel in the oitv

Among the “useful Christmas present" 
advertised by a Chicago dealer are grind­
stones, hatchets and batcher knives. 
Make your children happy for ones.

When King James I, wrote his counterblast to to­
bacco the royal pedant knew nothing of the “Myrtle 
Navy.” If he had, instead of wasting his brains over 
his curious production, he would have filled his royal 
pipe with it, and would have taken a royal smoke, he 
would have then been prepared to admit that with re­
gard to the injurious effects of tobacco, it all depend­
ed on what tobacco you smoked.

A New Hampshire shoemaker makes 
squeaky shoes to order, and has all tl e 
work he c n do. They are ordered by 
men who have pews near tho pulpit and 
plan to come in late.

Cold feet and banda a?e eertain indication» of imppr- 
fect circulation of the blood. Dr. Uarson'a 8 omach 
Bitters promotes the circulation, keeps the bowel» reg­
ular and induces good health. Large bottles at 50 cents.

, The Cmcinnatti Enquirer has come tc 
the conclusion that too much dignity in 
jures a man’s chancter and chances. . He 
should have just enough to keep him level 
when a lurch of the street car throws a 
210 pound woman into his lap.

Young Men ! Read This.
The Voltaic Belt Co., of Marshall, Mich . 

offer to send their celebrated Electro 
Volatio Belt and other Ehctrio Appliance) 
on .rial for thirty days, to men (younj 01 
old) affl cted with nervous debility, lois o 
vitality and manhood, and all kinère; 
troubles Alio tor rheumatism, neuralgia 
paralysis, and many other diseases, Goa 
plete restoration to heal h, vigor an i mat. 
hood guaranteed. No risk is incurred a 
thirty days trial is allowed. Write tie. 
at unoe for illustrated pamphlet free.

— * Cireon’e Pulmouu, vougn urop» should be in ,1 
meet ever, Lünil> in Cwsea, it is ooe of tbe beet a->r 
safest oough remedies knowc. In large bottle} a* 5)c

A r 26S

Farm for sale—te.ooo, one-third cash
balance easy terme : 150 aores : parta lo*» 24 25 V 

e- noess'on 2. township Yarmonlh, county Elgin C,,, 
loam: 95 acres cleared, balance w,I wooded - lixin. 
y»io* creek; gocdoichard Address. Mas. Eliza une 
ftmtl, Sparta P, O. : or J. V. TaElZBL, Hamilto”

For s a le, so acres, township o?Tr7nt
37 acres ole»-, d, fcardw cd bush, orchard, good 

Dutaiugs, near W* k-rton Ap.lv to 
_____________ WATT A WILLOUGHBY Walks rion.

SHOKED SAUSAGES,
Th® most convenient meat for (armera In their kuv 

These meats are cooked and ready for use 
?o14t bygrccera through the Dominion 8tcd for 
to W CLARK P. O. Bov 342 Montreal “*

For sale or e xchange fx>r f-bbtnclTss
Ontario Farm or city property, 640 acr.a of lardVn 

humid D «Viet, “ the G.rden « # 8uu Leru Matitcb»™
I cf which h’-sb en broken and bscksot tbi> season 300 
I a^rer, which is all ready to bow th* seed on in the erri- ~a 
1 The firat nr .p hwild more- than pay twe pried for larri 

Terms liberal, Addre** Box 163, London, Opt.

I".» &cb
IsSsuafactareri off Stai 

LFAT Bï.LTÎl, Q
Elng Stre*'., Sunt. Tntcrtr ' 

Large double Driving 8elts a epec slty. Bend 
for Price iüafg h: d Djecop.atp.

METAL* RUBBER 
... n - — Htsmps of every de-

I «flpt'on, Sy'd-iti; Brora, Medals the last foar years 
at Toronto Exfcibitior Agente wanted 

I KENYON, TINGLEY A STEW a RT. M'FG CO..
72 King 8t.t West, Toronto.

HAND ST MPS

I have a posit! v . fuïme3 a y
. it-va remedy for tho above disease; l y , 

$ thousands of cates cf the worst • >d and of 
standing havehcên cured. Indeed, strong is my 'a(t§ 
In its enieiwry, that I wii! pend TWO TO iT LES FUEL to­
gether with a VALUABLE TREATISE 0.: tills disease, to 
anysufiercr. Givo Exprc-S- and F. G. r -.5.

/ D2L T. A. hLOQJjil, Ici à . u: l bt., Nov York.

R. y. ÂWAslE
THAT

Lorillaid’s Climat: Plus
hearing a red tin tag ; that Lcrillard’s

------ liosc ljenf fine cut; that Lorillar-ls
Niiyy Clipping*, and that Lorillard’s Snuffg, are 
the best and cheapest, quality considered ?

RUPTURE
EGAN 8 IMPERIAL TRUSS, 

wish a Spiral Stub g ; the but ever 
invented. Took ten yta»p to per. 
feet. Curee every ebiid.8 out ef 1 
adulti. H’lds th- wi-rai Hernia, 
du.ing harvest worker money re­
turn! ed. 25 ycere* piacticai experi- 

c—» euce. Circuit re fret. A ddr-'ee, *i hr
KGAN IMPERIAL TRUSS CO, 23 Adekide Bbrvet 
Eaat, Toronto, Ont.

B

in'o
ahd

have
data

Taos. Galloway & Co., Cotton, Woollen, Bilk, Ca 
pet, arid Worsted Shuttle Makers, Pundaa, On t

LECTURERS
S75

Wanted See The Sun. Copy free. 
SUN, Box 2083, Kalamazoo, Mich

TO $300 AND EXPENSES A MONTH Guab

free. Seud Btamp fur reply. 
Toronto, Gap ada. ________

W. A. HOATH & 30.

RUBBER STAMPS
R -broad, Banking, Notary & Sacidy beala, e u Ac« 11. 
wa »^d. O >OK &&BUNKER.36 Kii ~ ~

T
> King bt W., n t

TVhlL&ORArHf : K»i’W<»y and Ujumercial 
gr. phy Thoroughly taught by ex *rie' ced opera’- 

-- A »d ess wi.'h stamp DOMINION TELEGRAPH 
NSTiTUTE. 3 King F Toronto. J AS. THORNE. Mu

A hook of 16 ; pages on 
& C.-urw hio, s«-»t fr e by *h • 
Uniot. Publi-hi ig C > , N-w 
ark, N. J Sar.H f _.r L LOVt

FOR PLEASANT SEWING
------USE ONLY------

Clapperk n’s Spcol Cvttort i
^fsrrai ud FULL Length, ard t.i run emxofch on any 
atiriug mao in;. See that Cupperton’s rame is 01 
t-e laud. Sdj For tale r y ah Dry-Gor,d» Dealerc.

Oo mpound
j j~ LINl SAY, GROCER

Oxygen.
60 KING 6TRKIT

-,___ -Have 1 uffered lor
year witn Dy8yut»pia ; felt g e >t distress after ev iog ; 
d«red ii'.rt. e*t broad or p tacot 8 ; thovthfc th re wpg .m' 
ht p for me : that I nm$C£rffcr wbi < I dve 1 ; was in-e 
dioed to try “ G impound Oxygea " at 73 Kiog s.ite 
Ve’v: at tbe end of tine' wtekj could t at ai y feoii I 
wi h?d, and gaine 1 eix pounds ; have now tanen èce 
BonpL’a t- eaimen: and fee* like a Lew man altrgather • 
cd p gu of r> eumatirm, wired haa troubl d me eiery 
Virfer for 1 ear*.

BEST HOLIDAY GIFT
<0 Pastor, Parent. Teacher. ChHd. Frieid.

WEBSTER 
UHAB. 

'D/CTI0. STTlS-vB

A WELCOME GIFT.
A

library
iN

ZTSELFDICTION.\

Supplied at small extra cost with DENSON’S
PATENT REFERENCE INDEX.
The latest edition has 3000 more Worfs in its 

vocabulary than are found in any other Ant Diet y 
and nearly 3 times the number of Engrafings.

An invaluable companion in every libiàrv and 
at every fireside.—Torouto Globe.

Best Dictionary of the language.—London Times. 
G.& C. MERRIAM &C0.f Pub’rs, Springfield, Mass.

The White Glyc­
erine- The Sharon 
Bouque; — Palm 
Oil Bath Soap— 

r ■*' Oatmeal Skin 
-Soap, and The 
Baby’sOwn Soap.

-------MADE BY--------
The Albert Toilet Soap Co-’y

ARE UNSURPASSED FOR 1

Purity and Excellence.
£3T Sold b allleadii'g druggists.

W- & F- F. UUBKJE & Co.
ICO Grey Nun Street, Mcntrn .:

Importers ci
Drain Pipes, Portland men $.

Chimney Tors, Canada. Ocmert, Yen- Linings, 
Water Lime, Flue Covers. Whiting,
Fire Bricks, Plaster o? Paiis, Fire Olsy,

Borax, Roman Cement. China Clai, 
Manufacturers c-i

Bostezaer Steel b cfs., Cttsir 6l SUtafcprto&s

RITISH AME"rTCAH
BUSINESS COLLEGE, ARCADE, YONGE 

ST,, TORONTO. Finest rooms in America. Practi­
cal in every7 department. Teachers pushing and cu- 
ergetic, and know what they teach. Endorsed by the 
leading business men of Ontario, its graduates are fill­
ing positions of trust in every city, town and village of 
Canada. Send for new circular, C. O'DEA, Secretary

Allan Line Esyai Mai- Steamships
Sailing during winter from Portland every Thursdso 

and Halifax every Saturday to Liverpool, and ia eumm 
from Quebec every Saturday to Liverpool, calling at Lcn 
donderry to land maiîe and pae'engere for Scotland a: fi 
Ireland. Also from Baltimore via Halifax and St. Jobi 1 
N. F., to Liverpool fortnightly during eummer month?. 
The steamers of the Glasgow lines sail during winù > 
between Portland and Glasgow, and Bo? ton and Glasgow 
alternately ; and during summer between Quebec *1 <5 
Glasgow and Boston and Glasgow every week".

For freight, passage, or other informât?ne 
ipplyto A.Sohumacher & Co., Baltimore; S 
Cnnard & Go., Kalilax ; Shea & Co., St, John's 
M. F. ; Win. Thomocn &. Co., SL John, N. B. 
Allan & Co., Chicago; Lev<, & Aides, New 
York ;H. Bonrlier, Toronto ; Adana, l ine &. ( Y, 
Juabec; H A. A liar: Portland, Hooton,

Dominion Line of steamships
Running ia connection with the GrardTiunk Rahway 

of Cauadà. Sailing from Qutbcc evtry baturdai daring 
the summer moithe, boo item P 011’an a eve 1 y Thurs­
day during the winter »• ottbs fcui iog dates from

PORTLAND.
Toronto, Dee. 4. I Toiciito, Jan. 15
üontrcal Dec. 18 i Montreal, Jan. 29 
Brooklyn, .Inn. it 1

Ra f * 1 f pae?ag< : Cabin, Quebec to Liver pc cl, $50, 
$6°, t65, bSO Re urn. $50, ?!08, 5-117,$144,according to 
tesmer and berth. Ict-ermidiact 5t35, ftee/age aa low­

est raiea. Tne sa 'orne au-i ttateruonc in et« amera 
marked thus : * ar- ami-ie ip»s where but little motion 
is fel*, ana no cattle or sheep is carried on them. For 
farther particulars aipiy to any Grand Trunk Railway 
Agent or Joc»i agents of tku Company, or to DaViI* 1 PbhlM fc «I

Gérerai Agouti-, Montreal.

G A IJ LT 1 on’
EACH PLFG OF THE

MYRTLE NAVY i
IS IV1AKR1 U

In Ilvvnze l etters.
GTHER CfEUWE-

p-iqs Freeing audlr, g;Lt , to c ndition, Brnr.., 
t Ca.T-.-8, Sheep a d F;g- Tfat Y0BK8HIRE

Cattle Fkkdfr îe u-ed aid ciiuneidtd by first- 
‘ises b tfeere. Milk Oarile. jieVuce m .re milk ard 
bu ter It- fatten a in ore-fpintb hr rural rime, and 
:aves foed

ceyte ai d *11** br-x A Jt liar box conta 

•
LKAL OhEMIPTB 
g tst i- a, t. Toronto

THi _ KVDtl.

W asher
AND

BLRAViiEK
„ Weighs but 6 pour d* Can 11 <a ried :r a fro all valise 
iLn-trution shows Mccbint i V erb > Sat.tfeetfot* 
guaranteed or money refureed within it cU jg.
11CC0.C0 l Bt1- K. rot*, n.y it; r RICH.

Washing made light ard easy. Mk1 ckthes have «tel 
^urv « hitecesa v t ;ob no other mode of w: > b:ng can yro 
;ucu Norubmrg required, co frcticr to injure t> c 

‘ ior»e. 10 jebi rid girl can do the » uhLu g t* vrt\- a 
-r eider person.

HUGH MILLE

JOHNSTONSFuiin

. _-------- —----- ------ -------- - -bicbMi
■ Dennis efferr to .he public ! ae n an? m d va.ual 1 

idv&ntag'e. It iB a fc.me ard lab t i-aviLg irachii e 
ub>tantial and induring and i* very cteap F-,< ru tria 

x the household ae can to vr excellence
Delivered to eny # xi reea off re ii: the in.vacte cf <n 
'trio and Quebec Charge e p, id ~ ",U be in fit circule-i

a «. l k t ? w t a 11 o.

0. W. DENNIS,
TOKOS TO BAB G A IN EOU'E.

813 YVHtifi KRCto O, ONT.

JOHNSTON’S FLÜÏûlLËF
It is the only preparation of the kind vLkh 

contains all the nutrition together with the 
stimulating, properties of heel, and the only 
one, which has the power to supply neuiiBh 

bonr —" ~ *ment for brain, ai d. bone, and muscle.
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