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WED\'ESDAY EV'G MARCHM 1800

Presbytery of Guel ph.
The Galt Revival Case Again.

Report of the Committee of Enguiry.

The Presbytery of Guelph, in connee-
tion with the Canada PresbyterianChurch,
yester-
Tuesday), the Rev. Mr. Thomson,

them to enable them to believe unto sal-
vation, and that no special grace has
been bestowed, or needs tojbe bestowed,
upon any sinner in order to his becom-
ing an actual believer, By fuller instruc-
tion these misapprehensions may be re-
moved, but it will require particular
pains lud oversight on the part of such
as may be at the head of this movement.

3rd, Your Committee recommend that
the leiters which were received from Mr,
Murdoch and Mr. Smith be read as.part
of this report.

Mr. Torrance then read Mr. Murdoch’s
letter, referred to in the above réport.
It is as follows :—

Garr, 2nd-March, 1869.
Rev. Robert Toryrance, Guelph,
Ruv, Dean Sir,~—At your request I send

Presbytery having been constituted with ' you an account of the religious move-

ment in Galt, so far as it has come under
| my nbsuv.mun with my matured  and

| After this the report of the committee ' firmly fixed convnctxons as to its fruits,
ting to enquire into

nd prvwnt state of | first umduung

Galt was |

The person who was the occasion of

the upheaval through |
which we

Iag Russel, a young man from Sc otmud

[Convener of “the Committes, rend e | He was afterwards joined by Mr. Carrol

| report ¢ follows :
Yoour ¢
into the. origin,
! state of the religious movement which
has been ‘going on in Galt for
s, beg leave to report :

. Arrangements were made between

the members of the committee and Mr.
{ Smith in whose church, and under |

which we have heard most, have been car:
| ried on, to be present at one of the Evan-

Bome |

| whose conduct the religious exercises of |

as a fellow labourer. Mr. Russel fiyst ad- |

mmittee appointed to enquire | drussed a mcctmg in my church, at my !
Jrogress and l‘fef’emlrcqucsl to give an-account of the revivals

in Scotland, with which his testimonials
certificd he had been identified. In that
address he taught that assurance of being
in a state of grace was inseperable from |

saving faith, and that the atonement of |

our beloved Lord was for all men without

| in a commercial view as the payment of a
| debt due by sinful man to God, and all |

have been passing,is Mr.Doug |

xception, even stating that atonement |

| ministers of the Presbyterian church, was
bound to defeud me, but instead of that
evidently rejoices in the attack he dare
not make himeelf, and in a kind of glee
washes his hands of all complicity in it
1\{ saying, “ T am not responsible for what

r. Russell says ; } leave the whole mat-
ter in His hands who judgeth righ-
teously.”

If the committee in their report do not
deem it right to reconmend approprinte
Presbyterial action on this matter, I will
be compelled to bring the matter up by
direct complaint, and exhaust every means
to obtain” redrese. 1 have yet to-learn
that a minister of our church can permit
another in his pulpit to defame his breth-
ren in a way and in terms he is too cow-
srdly or politic to do himself

On the general result of the whole
movement I give you my well congidered
conclusions, and I humbly think I am in |
a position to do ‘so with accuracy, as 1|
daily mingle w h those for and those

! "That good has ln sen affected in many |
cases | lhmk there can, be little doubt ;
that immense ovil has resulted there can
. be no doubt. Good has been done 7 am |
|- told 4o many who attended ; good has re- i
| sulted Z Znow to those who did not atte end |
in décpening our love for the truth, m;
giving rise to earnest enquiries into the {
tfoundations of our Calvinistic principles, |
and as musi always be the case \v]n-m
these are pnquired -into, increasing ocur
| attachment to those views of salvation by
grace, laid down in our admjrable stand-
{ ards.

1. One noticeable feature, and surely
to usall a painfal one; but inevitable from
the nature of the teaching, is that every

| serv

‘g«hsnc services, and this was accom- |
' plished on the Friday evening after the |
! lagt meeting of your court.  Intimation
| had been publicly made that the Com
mittee ot Presbytery would be prese

| convert has full assurance. Insuch cases
have met with no ‘doubts,” humility or

fear, and in many cases conjoined to very

crude and wrong views as to the first
luclplon of salvation by grace.

2. Another evil, and_ a serious one,
which has leavened this community, is
the lowering of the ministry as an’ordi-
| nance of God. - Mr. Russel’s whole tone
i of address and illustration was to depre-
(iale an°ordained ministry, claiming,to
{'quote his own words, that while “ these
men (mi £8) had holy hands laid on
them, a -commission from their fellow
i man /e had bis commission from God on

'Vh

| that the sinner necded todo was to bolieve |
THAT and he was saved.

Ispoke to’him immediately at the close
of the service, nnd atsome length rea-
soned on these points, but failed to get |
{ any expression from him to the contrary,
He afterwards addressed meetingsinKnox |
{ Church, and once at my prayer meeting, |
on whuh occasion, having without being |
asked or leave [,u'cn by me announc-
|edan_enquiry meeting to be held after- |

wards. 1 no longer comsidercd him n

 cus -which ‘wero conducted under "he;s.\fc teacher or np‘;opcr person to take !
presidency of the pastorof the congrega-~ | A6V Shrb iR & Prostiterlan sutvios

tion, by the Rev. Mr, Marling, of Toronto, i‘l“ t -~|l'\ _5: fi T
and My, Carro). one of the B \‘mrmhuls 'mL a week or soafterwards thy e
who bhas been connected with the work | {J: '1\' Smith s[\f)l\c’to me about { 3. Another result arisi
almost from the beginning. At tho | Evangeli and agreed w 'l‘“ me, OF] foregoing is, that the ide
close of this service a mecting for reli- | ff‘.",‘“ ! _ld{“'l(h him, ll‘\‘..\lu]l') of | $3:ut for converting
gious intercourse and conversaticn was ‘““01"_”'\‘ U part v HECCRRME) s the stated t
held, ‘and your comuittee took part yterinn mini s'f’ pone not as
in this, for the purpose of eati se-men into our churches, especially
il)i-w themsclves as to the reality | %5 in addition to the fact of "their I.\gm
fand extent cf the good that had been | connected with no church,-they profe

had been requested, and the committee |
bave to report that the house was crowd- |
ed, the audience numbering 800 or 900, |
composed of persons of all ages, from |
the child to the aged sire, nearly all of |
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months his church _has been filled and
frequently overcrowded with hearers to
listen to the simple story of salvatiom
through Jesus Christ.

He then proceeds to describe the mode
of conducting these meetings, which are
opened with praise, followed by the read-
ing of the scriptures, by prayer, and by
the singing of a hymn. Then follow two
or sometimes three addresses from the
word of God, a hymn being sung between
each address, then prayer is offered and s
hymn sung, after which a conversational
meeting is held with those who remain

| salvation. As a rule about three-fourths
| of the people have remained to take part
in these meetings, at which ministers,
evangelists, elders, men and women con=
verse with those who are enquiring after
salvation, There has been no confusion,
no excitement, but all things have been
done decently and in order. No discus~
sion of dactrinal poinis_has been permit-
ted. Sometimes a slight tendency to
indulge in such discussions has shown
itself, but it has been immediately check=
ted, Throughout the whole course of the
: ces have been simple,
calm, and ea , with nothing in tone
or m.lnm-r to (rm.lu an_improper excite-
ment,

He next speaks of the points of trath
presented to the people. These are the
tundamentah truths of the Gespel, as to
the way of a sinner's reconcilement to

God, and &uhwquwt holy ll\mg and
wulkmg in Christ. He then gives in
detail those truths tanght, which are in
brief the whole plan of salvation. The
whole’ law of Cbhrist is set forth as
binding upon every hearer of the
Gospel.  About sixty ministers of differ-
ent churches bave addressed the meet-
ings; embracing members of the Congre-
gational, Baptist, New Connexion, Prim-
itive and Wesleyan Methodist Churches,
as well as of his own church, All these
have been gladiy received by the people.’

Mr. Smith then speaks of some of the
results of these special meetings. He
remarks that it is impossible in a letter
to give individual cases where God
has given blessing to souls; and in any
case he deems it nnwise to do so as yet.
But to speak in general terms, there is &
hungering and thirsting after the Word
of God. Old and young evince an-
uncommon desire to learn the ‘way of

! ast numbers have been
1 to erqniry about their spiri-
id very many nominal pro-
:n the sardy foundation
re building. Many who
used to attend no place of wors
been brought to Christ,

‘ h 3 b
done, \\ e met also \nl\» A8 many as we edno st o_fpxm: iples or -“"““l.‘“"l‘““l doce { blow to Presbyte
could of those in Uult who were both | frine, their whole creed- being. as Me. | ordep, from whi
favorable to-the work: thronghout; or Russel told me ‘I belicve in Clr it will require Ny FEAIs to recover.

ight exceptions, and those who We agrecd to act on this principle that | . 4  Morisonianism, which previ

ion to several things in cop- | While we would rejoice in any 25000 (g was dnn" and liféless, has received
nection \\uh it, that we might be able to | efiected by their instrumentality, *their holding these
form as full and impartial a judgment as | mectings could not be held in cither of | ¢ without exception, has for
weeould. We also requested both Mr. |our churches,

: ‘ ther churches and taken re-
Murdoch and Mr. Smith to furnish us| Soon after, however, I was surprised | fuge in Knox Church. Let one example

d -~ [ !
with & written statement as to the origin |

to lcarn that Mr. Smith had invited them | gutlice. A family in my congregation on
and progress of the work, and their views | into his church, and was co-operating | gpprising me of ‘their departure from me
1 of the result, With this request both | With theinin ﬁl‘“"‘“’“‘w}“‘ (which I be- !camlnll\ told me that their reason was
have complied. {lieve are called Zvangelistic), and this | they did not believe in “ Election ” ‘in n
8o far a8 the committeo have Leen able | without the slightest intimation to-me | {limited atonement and special operations
to ascertain, the movement commenced | that he had changed Lis views regarding | of the spirit, and they strongly imagined
i under the teaching of Mr. Douglas Rus- | [ them, : |{{under some “ misunderstanding”) surely
"gel, a young man recently from Scotland, | I atfended these mectings in Knox 'u!ur what we heard at last Presbytery,
and who as his twlmmmuls bore, was | Church, some Hnmu with | | that they do not hLear anything ug.nmxt
connected with religious revivals ﬂmt had | a view of hea for myself the “new | their views in the church whither they
lately taken place in that land. His first | theology - which was causing such an | have gone.
s in Mr. Murdocl’s church | uproar. I wasconvinced, as [ am naw, | I will not weary the committee with
meeting, where he officiated. | that the whole drift and tenor of the | further details, but assure'you that many
Hu then preac inthe Square, was next | feaching was one-sided, and some of the | of our most intelligent and gcdly mem-
invited to the w Connexton Methodist | great features of the Gospel ignored and | bers, many of the churcli’s best sons, are
{1 | Church, and had the use of the Town [some openly dcnied. The Gospel asa | { viewing with mingled feelings of sorrow
Hall—Dboth buildings eing required on ' remedy for man’s guilt, as God's plan for | and ul¢rn- the strange irregularities
account of the attendance —and | saving men from hell was, I do nm sa) ! with which the movement has been con-
ultimately had of im Mr. Smith’s | too often, or too much ‘Jllt[u/( relusively, | ducted, and the sad effects it has pro-
church. Previous to this he had been 'the one fA ature Cunstm)lly pressed. /| duced in alienation of brethren hitherto
joined by Mr. Carrol. From almost the never heard any statement as to man’s | in the bords of love, in aager, clamour
beginning crowds were attracted, among | inability to believe of himself, of the  and evil speaking. :
whom many were awakened to anxious work of the Spiritin regeneration and Again directing the attention of the
enquiry for their spiritual welfare, but = faithof the necessity of ho]mvw of mmmmw to. the injury permitted or
v | ag the meetings procecded these were led ' life to attest our conversion. ! directed to be ~done to me and
to find peace and joy in believing; one!the impression made on my mind the otler clergymen of this town,
or two of our informants assuring us that and.that of others for whom I cdn vouch | and asking that the committee commend
it was a rarve case now to find one troubled | wag, no gp_(_hl‘ operation of the p,m, is | and take such action ss will roll off’ the
about his sounl, comfort having been ok- | needed or given, common grace  is gm-n disgrace already openly attributed to our
tained. Week after week these meetings ' 1o all alike ; that the Spirit is | resent in | churel, if such’ things can be «done . with
for worship and enquiry were kept up on | the word equally, and in the same sense | impunity, and trusting that the Presby-
successive nights without interruption, | to all who hear. tery will not commit itself to such appro-
and with unflagging interest, many of Naturally enough these . Arminian val of the movement as some of the mem
those present being reluctant to with- | views led to the boldest and st rongest  bers seem to desire, and L]hlt(lu‘«l may
draw even after they had continued for | gegertions that the sinner capnot and guide us all tosuch wisdomas will best
hou and although they ave held now, | yyust not try to pray to God while un- | recure ilis glory and the gcod of His
and have been for some time only two converted : that to usk God for salvation Chureh, T am, yours fnvmjr‘nwll),
nights of the week, yet. this does not arise | 'y i,,‘“m,,;_, God, as salvation is : W. T :\II'IRDU( u
from being wnable to © rocure numbers | glready given ; and on the cvening of P.S _—l wight add that since the ﬁrsl
every night, but from .he commencing | Friday, 6th November, in- my hearing, | w ek of the.year united prayer meetings
and. carryivg on of 13eetings in the and thay of ‘competent witnesses llum have been held by l\’v\:. Messrs. Muir,
neighborhacd. i present, Mr. Smith declared without Acheson, and mygelf, with an l\ll('|:ld:\n"~‘
Although public int-rest has chiefly qualification or ul,!mpmn that the of from 400 to 1,000, (:mnpm«;‘l of those
centered upon the evang: listic services t0 | upeonverted had no right to pray. - His  .vho think that the canse of God can be
which we have just rcierred, yet your|jlan guage was ‘“ Unconverted brother, I  advanced Without resorting to enquiry
committee deem it only proper to state implore you not to pray—eease your meetings, in which every ¢ young
lh at since the first week of January in| praying, only believe,’ and waxing and oM, who choose, are tei and by
year, meetings have been warn, he said, “I challenge any man to ' the presentation of the whole Gospel as
« week by the other Preshyte- | find within the boards of the Bible one held by the Presbyterian (¢ hllr(‘\
s of the town, which bave | gtatement which warran:s the unconver- 2 T. M.

nd all chure
S humanly.

h

>w.xlun;r, 13
| eral ble number of
to | have been gaved.

d-an openly wickid, licent
ate life have, so 1ar a8 n

, been born again, and in & consid-
cases whole families
Young and old, and
heen taken into the
many homes the
ing the Scriptures

many ¢ ave
people are found sca
ard speaking freely sl the salvation
of theirsouls. In e of seeking plea~
sure, the young men find their highest
pleasure in the things of Christ. The
Young Men's Christian Aggociation have
doubled its members snd more than
doubled its zcal. A Woman's Chris-
tian Associntion has” been formed
with a° membership of over fifty.
Nor is the work confined to the
town, Inthe services held in the after-
noons' in the country, in four different
places, the greatest interest is manifested,
arge numbers attend, many of whom
are in an awakened and penitent state,
and many/of whom have hopefully em=
braced thk Saviour. 7The blessing of the
revivad has also extended far beyond the
imniediate neighbourhood of (alt, Of
the number converted no attempt ‘o com-
pute them has been made, or is intended
to be made, but is no exagerration to say
that hundreds have been lm]n fully code
verted.

That there has Leen no imperfection of

in connection with these ser-

s is what no one would affirm, but it

is a marked proof that the work is of

(rod, that the general order and spirit

characterizing the meetings have been on
the whole so unesceptionable.

In closing he bas plessare in testify—
ing to the earncstuess, sound doctrine
ng zeal . with which
Carr!, end Needham,

ared with them in
llw service of Ch The Lerd has evi-
dently sent these evangelists to do a-
great work, whereof our hearts should
be glad. x

A long discussion then ensued, which
was not closed t11 eleven o'clock p.m. and
which we must leave over till to-morrow.
In the course of the discussion the follow-
ing resolutions were brought up.

Moved by Mr. Murdoch, scconded by
Mr. Barrie, that the Preshytery baving

awrd the report of the committee ap-
pointed at meeting to enquire into
the origin, pregress, and | resent state of

igious movement 1 Galt, receive

c mvrfull_v

attended by ”m‘“lb"“t and { tod to pray,” and Mr. Russel immediato Mr. Torrance then rex! Mr H!,E'th‘s
interested audiences, and while there has ly afterwards declared the views of Lis | letter which gives a pretty full detail

been no enquiry or after meeting, in | dear hrother to be correct, and represent- | of origin . and progress of thej
1y H
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which there has boen direct dealing “nh led them in the coarsest language,|re movement  in  Ghlt.  As (hul
aule yet there is ground to hope that | gesuring the audience that the man who | bistory of (h.\' moveny: ut now
muck ood has been dene in the way of! would tell such to pray was a f Jselgene m‘h well known,
aw:kering and leading to personal cove- | puide and leading souls: to hell » 11 not wmit ob o
nantizg with God. 8o mnch was I shocked at the teaching
2nd. With regard to tha cherzcter of (hat neither myself v Mr. Ac |,, \‘,n
the movement, the committee would ¢x- gonld refrain from expressing our entire
press the hope that the work. is of God. disapproval of the teaching to those  pr Ay S|
The numbers in attendance, the interest | gitting near us, and on the succeeding several ot his elders and people
l\llll(d the keeping up of the meetings | Sabbath I drew the attention of my | tl there was more than m‘m!ur.\"
and the changes that have taken people to the dangerous and false dogma, ' se riousness 'at the Sabbath scrvices, |
place in the heaits an d lives of some in oured to vindicate the serip- .zrenmr solemnity during the P
the tewn and neighbourhood, would in- | tyral view. of the Gospel, a3 also the mani
dicate that God has been pouring out His I attended owne ieo. afterwards, | of a deeper spiritual interest at the "
Spirit, and ad n!m'f to the (lm'« h such as | glway cling ”l.“ even when nothing prayer mee tings. . About the mi ‘M " : {
should be saved. Iu]n taught, only halt the gospel September Jast X A “‘ s
In forming and expreszing this opinion, I“" sented, However, I and thoe other ( arrol came to Galt, u]ul held s
your comiuit lw would hot uurlw llu s of Gult were effe in the open air xmd_ in
tact that some things have occurred further astendar churches. Tliese services created
which must prevert them from speaking farewell addres:, Mr. \mnh vonsiderable amount of iateres
in terms of unquulified commendation, He (Mr. R) declarad that ! persons from all ehurches, and sor
and ters who came sneaking into ' bad frequently attended no church, were
1st. With great regret they refer to an s were fulse nhul.l"-r-hx drawn 10 bear the word of God from the
sttack upon the ministers of Guls who son without shep- | lips of these evange After these
had not taken part in the movement, Ly A4 his andience not | servicea had been going on for about
Mr. Russel, in which he appplied to told them ;, three  weeks, two - pe IRODS |'x-
them lunguage utterly unworthy ol trying to save souls, we | thewselves  at Mr. Smith’s ¢l
Christian ier, and which has l'f"\“’ vdoing all we u-uld to lead souls to! for intending communicants, who
to them a cause of offence. Nor can your | ), ” and hottest damnation, and for | eribed their spiritual vlmngn to
committee refrain from stating that they 1t fifteen ininutes be polred tort! 1z of these evangeligls Mr.
, believe the pastor of Kuox's Church, Mr, 0t of the vilest Billingsgate agi then atte nd- d several of tlLeso
Smith, in whose church and prezence the Our brother Mr. Smith sat in meek “I cial services, ahid conversed with sev
langunge was used, is to blame in allow- | gilonce, and when speaking afterwards | ral of thoee who remained behind, and he
ing it to pass without a-word of co M- | had no word of defénca for his brethren, | btcame c\mhm_td that the Lord was
ion; and bis blameworthiness muit !t only the highest praise for our| working graciously in ‘:u- commun
be the ::rrnu' it g seen understood | glanderer | He then after satisiying himself as t
by many. } is exy tion.|  Tqj mith's explanation w ptural nature of the truthis
mm(lw

is

ne
that for some time

evangelistic ser <l

and end

or tu

ministe i
ed iroia
Mussel
llf‘b
those m
these meet

1o
not know Mr
have

‘-/i {LOVER AND TIMOTIIY  SEED,
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2nd., Yeur e reason | of this a8 given in lis written statement | thesu meetings, invited the evangel
to believe that statemerts have been | |,, the Presbytery. 1o time, else I | hold services in his church, and exyprossed |
made at variance with the word of | weuld have obtained e protection ot‘hls willingness to co-operate \\A(h th
God, statements Arminian in their { t e Court against st te xut s0 - Lord's work. They accej
nature, or tending to Arminianism,!t.mnt to umlvg my- us ion, and the warl ope u»fl v
{and that rome, especially of the recent ter, ty one w derfally. Night by night for fons

ted | human weakness,

~lh ol

1 (he findi

ing regard to the conflicting views beld
by those competent to judge as to the
ient results for good re-

sulting thererom, while deeply solicitous-
for & revival of true religion amonuet us,
sud trusting that God may more and
1ore arise and plead His own cause and

rity ot His ('hurch this and every other
Illh\ﬂl ,ent within our bounds, meantime
deem it premature to give any deliver-
ance-on the matter. The Presbytery,
however, do ¢all the serious attention of
mi ers and Kkirk sessions to the subor-
{0 stan lml of our church in regard
to the (u * by whom is the word of
Gad to be pre: uh " especially to ques-
tion No. 158 of the larger Catechism in
the naswer to cli it is stated—* The
W url of God is to be. preached only by
neh ng are sufliciently gifted and also
Jduly appointed and ealled to that office.”
Moved in amendment by Mr, Ball, sece

who | onded by Mr. Smith, That the Presby-

tery find so far as their judgment can go
that a great and precious work of God,
Las taken place in Galt, and although
some things undesirable, yet incident to
have occurred, the
Presbytery re s in the blessed visita-
tu»n ot the Spiric of God upop.a portion
| of the church and unite in 'the prayer
that the work of revival may cxtend to
| the whole country
| The . amendment was subsequently
\ withdrawn, and another amendmoent
moved by Mr, Davidson, seconded by
Me. Ball, that the report do lis on the
| talile,
I The

e

1tion was pnt and (‘nnlcd 12
voling for, and 7 againatit,
| Mr Imll;.nve notice of protest against
1 of the Presbytery, and appeal
to the Synod, in which Mossrs, Smith
nd Middlemiss joined: 2

The Presbytery then adjonrne

and desire to be spoken with about their

*




