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MADGE

A Story of the
Former West

By JAMES G. FRIEBERG

What a change a generation has
made In what was once “the west!
When “wild west” shows first app=ar
ed they represented what was really
going on between the AMissouri rive:
and the Pacific ocean, or, rather. what
was then dying out. Now the western
balf of the continent is dotted with
citles containing mercantile establish
ments, manufactories and dwellings
with every convenience. including “lux-
gries, The western settler has given
place to the ranchman, the prospector
to the capitalist, the gambler to the
teacher and the Indian to all.

These people of former times consti
tute a unique society. They were good
and bad mingled. the good constantly
striving to throw off the bad. thougt
the line wus not sharply drawn
tween them.

The women, thongh disproportionate
Iy small in pumbers, partook of th:
same general characteristics as th
men. There a type of westeri
woman. personated on the mimic stag
In eastern cities during the Intter pap
of the uineteenth century, who wa
very popular—a dinmond in the rough
independent. free hearted. free hande

= rand suppused to be fairly woral _Sh
could ride, shoot or throw a larial
tackle a grizzly or bring down an ante
Jope at long range. Some had foughi
Indians. and all were fearless.

When a very young man, desiring t»
see people of wnom | had heard so
much, | wenr to spend a feason amony
them. The Union I'acific raiload was
being built, and | traveled on a train
to the foot' of the Rocky mountains.
Then I went on by stagecoach till 1
reached a region in which gold had re-
i been discovered, and I put up

le at the boarding house of a
named Hayward. Madge was
her name,. and she was seldom
called by any other. Those who ad-
Uressed bher by the last name usually
prefired a Mrs, but whether she was
married, single or divorced I didn's
know. No one there cared.

There was that freedom about her

be

wias

Imnotovernlneumyunoldle
and looked even younger

took me under her protection.
man_ who appeared to guy

from her that shut him up in-
stanter, and from that time, being con-
ed by the frequenters of the house
her pet, I was let alone.

Every one in the community gambled,

she would sit down with whoever was
ready to play the national game of
poker, and more or less money would
change hands. But at 11 o'clock, no
matter who had won or lost, she would
take the cards from the table and put
them away. She said she didn’t pro-
pose that the house should get the
reputation of being a gambling den.
On one occasion a man who had lost
& good deal of money protested at the
game being summarily closed, where-
upon Madge Informed him that he
would not be permitted to play there
again. Had she been a man thére
would doubtless have -been a fracas,
but Madge had the support of every
man in the party. though it is question-
able if she needed it 1 think she could
have taken care of herself had the ne-
cessity arisen

I wished to take a hand at some of

these poker parties. but Madge would
not consent to iy 0 One even-
ing | begged so bard that she consent-
ed When | left the table I had lost
$A0. Madge handed me the money,
which | refused to accept from ber,
wherenpon she forced it upon me. It
18 peedless to say that this was the
last time | played the game in her

house

Of course those who came and wert
to and from Madge Fayward's were
a floating throng Now and then some
one who played poker there would
drop out. and | suspected that ‘he bad
been cleaned ont, though nothing was
sald about it. and it was generally un
derstood that any application for a
small toan wonld be honored by the
mistress of the house Madge was
considered an excellent poker player,
but | never understood that she was
mnch abead In the long run. She was
so Nberal that sometimes it looked as
if she musi ne

win large pots One evening | was
looking over a game at which she was
playing with some miners who had
come In during the day londed with
dnst. The miners were anxions for

’ Nevertheless accistonairy | saw her

high stakes., and Madge was continn
ally trying to keep the limit down
Presently a jack pot began to grow
upon the table. A numbér of hands
were dealt. but mobody got the requt
site cards to open the pot, and at every
new deal the pot was sweetened

A mau by the name of Phinket was
dealer when some one got' a hand that
warranted bis opening the bettine
Every one at the table was “in,” and

everybody “saw" the bets that were
made till all were satisfied. Then It
wus proposed, since there was a good
deal of money already on the fuble

chat after the draw the best band
should rake It in. Madge was the last
person to call for a card. Throwinz

; her hand on_ the table face up, she dis

olayed three aces, a knave and a deuce
She hesitated some time as to which
of the two lower cards to discard and
finally threw out the knave~ Plunket
dealt her a card in its place. 1t was
another deuce, which gave her an ace
full. It was a winoer.

Madge scraped the money off the
table, and soon after that a Connecti
cut clock on the mantel wheezed out
the hour of 11, and the gume came to
i end through limitation

The next day | left Madge Hay

| ward’s boarding house to pursue my
| travels and soon afterward returned

| did oot go back to the
of twenty years

to the east.
west for a matte:

| During the intervai the region where

| couldn’t place him.
. member having seen me before

Madge Hayward had lived had been
comprised within the limits of a newly
admitted state. | found all much
changed. 1 visited the capital. and a
friend took me to call upon the gov
ernor The Intter was a man about
fifty-five years of age and. though he
dressed in the professional black. hore
marks of having belonged to the early
times. There was something about him
that seemed familiar to me. and |
fancied | might have met him during
my western tour years agone. But |
nor could he re
He

! invited me to dinver at his bome, and
. I aceepted

The moment | taid eyes on his wife
I noticed in her. too. something fa
miliar If 1 bad met her during my
previous visit to the region 1 new be
held her twenty vears older than she
was then. The moment she locked at
me | saw by the expressiob on ter
fade that there was something about
me that was not strange to her, "but

{ as she received me as a stranger |

| of the entertaining

did not clalm a previous acquaintance

The dinner passéd off pleasantly, the
governor leaving his wife to do most
They both evi

| dently had been denizens of the coun

{ ed In claiming

try in its primitive days, but women
take to new conditions easier than
men, and the wife would have passed
for a lady anywhere. Indeed, she had
spent some time with her husbhand in
Washington while he had represented
bis state in congress. | heard after
ward that she had beén quite prom
inent socially at the capital.

Suddenly a look.; a motion, a gesture
~1 can’t tell which—told me that she
was Madge Hayward. | was convine
ed that she had recognized me from
the first, and if she had wished to be
knowp as her former self she would
have greeted me as her former board
er.  But since she had not thus made
herself known | did not feel warrant
a former acquaintance
took leave of my

Therefore when |

| hosts 1 did not mention the matter of

byzone days. But the lady gave me a

| bressure of the hand that assured me

| huwever,

| mistaken

I was pot only remembered by her
but remembered favorably. | fancied.
that gratitnde was mingled
with other sentiments. | not bhaving
ziven away her previous condition to
her busband

But In the latter supposition | was
While smoking in the hotel

| at which 1 was stopping a man step
| ped up to me who recognized In the

man of thirty-nine the youth of nine
teen. He proved to be one of the
poker party convened at Madge Hay-
ward's the evening before my depar-
ture. I told him that I had dined with
the governor and his wife, had recog
nized the wife as Madge and the gov
ernor seemed familiar to me. I also
asked him If he remembered how
Madgze had drawn the deuce that Wad
filled her hand and won a large pot
He said he did and straightway let
me into a secret.

“What I am going to tell you,” he
said, “is confidential: 1 am the only
man now about here who was bhere
then The record of the governor and
+bis wife 1s not known, and I wouldn't
make it known to any one here. Madge
ostensibly kept a boarding house, but
it was really a gambling house. She

| bad a husband, and the two worked

the scheme together. Do you remem-
ber a man called Plunket, who dealt
her that deuce? Well, be was her hus.
band and s now the govermor. He
was very clever as a dealer and bad
fixed her hand for her before filling it
with the dence. | didn’t know this at
the time. 1 inferred it afterward when
1 learped the rest of the secret. Plunket

was not bis reui name. The pair made
nv end of money through their scheme,
and afterwiard the husband became
prominent in pol'tics  [Iaving invested
the money made as a curd sharper in
mines, he becaune very rich, was elect-
ed to cun and s now, as you
know, governor.”

“l am sorry,” | sald to my inform.
ant. "“to hear this [ always liked
Madge, and | know that she liked me.
I wish you had not told me."

“You should remember that this
couple were then a part of their sur-
roundings Would you expect to find
flowers In a donkey pasture or thistles
ip a conservatory ¥

“But the dishonesty of it alll” I ex-
claimed.

“Where was the dishonesty? It was
the common custom of those days for
those playing cards to beat onme an-
other if they could Did Madge take
your money that way? No. She would
not allow you to play. 1 do not doubt
that she and her husband, having arisen
from that lowly cdndition which then
prevailed, now look back upon it with
horror.”

1 was not convinced, but I called on
my old friend Madge and claimed an
acquaintance. Her eyes filled with
tears as I did so, and she and the gov-
ernor kept me their guest as long as [
could be induced to ren.ain with them.

Knights of Old.

The knights of the days of chivalry
were $0 well protected by their armor
that they were practically invincible
to all (mlinuy wespons. Even when

could not be injured

the m&encorde a thin dag-

. ch penetrated the chains of

u'mon In more than one battle

knlghts fallen from their horses could

be killed until their armor had

been broken up with axes and ham-
mers.

The Traitors’ Gate.

One of the mos famous entrances
in the world is doubtless the ancient
Traitors’ Gate, in the Tower of Lon-
don. It was through this portal for
several centuries tha! traitors were
conducted from the shores of the river
Thames into the tower. To Canadians

; probably the most familiar of these

|

l

unfortunates was Sir Walter Raleigh.

Feminine Finesse.
Duffer—My wife got a fiver out of
me to-day with one happy remark.
Puffer—Let’s have it.
Duffer—She told our boy ‘that
she was his nearest relative, bt that

1 was his closest. N
Kind of Hl‘.
b !'m 'nty
“The he is rtise

"Ilhe? Then why do §0
ioworr]trym(todo“

Somo British Glad Rnl

The new mantle and cloak 'm
the king has commanded for the
knights of the Grand Cross of the
Victorian Order will be very hand-
somb indeed, of dark blue satin, with
a border *wo inches deep of red, 'a
cordon of blue and gold and White
gilk lining. The ¢ollar to be worn on
“oollar days” is beautifl indeed—all

g )

! blue enamel and gold roses, with car-

buncle centres and white enamel in-
soriptions. In the centre of all Queen
Victoria’s medallion is shown in gold.
#~London Gentlewoman.

Whole Hog or None.

*“Whole hog or none” refers to the
alleged custom of Mohammed ‘to allow
his followers to eat all except one
portion of a pig, which portion, how-
ever, was not specified. The result,
therefore, was that if a Mohammedan
did not wholly avoid the use of pork
he might as well run the risk of con-
suming the whole hog as to eat any
portion thereof.

The Otter’s Wanderlust,
Of all the beasts in the world, the

otter, that fierce outlaw, is the great-
est wanderer. It is as if he were
afflicted with a curse that forbids him

tn be still, that forces him ever to push
on—on—on! Rest as rest he knows
not. Three days will see the end of
his longest inaction, and the amount
of miles he covers in a fortnight would
amaze some folk.

A Poetical Feat.
“That writer 1= a prad( xical poet.”
“In what way?
“I called to see him one day and
found that his idyl moments were
keeping him busy.”

Portraits.
“I don’t think your portrznt is much
like the original, old man.
“Orly once have I painted a por-
trait that was really like my sitter,
and she sued me for libel afterward.”

Fairy Stories.

Mr. Bacon—Whben a woman tells a
fairy story she always begins like this,
“Once upon a time” Mrs Bacon—
Yes, and when a man tells a fairy story
be always begins Uke this: “There,
now, dear, don’t be angry with me.
You see, it was like this"—Yonkers
Statesman.

Didn’t Have to Make Her.
“Well, | saw my wife off for the West
Indies this morning.”
“Jamaica?
“No; she went of her own sccord. ™=
Princeton Tigen. o

2 -

Butt & McCarthy

Merchant Tailors
68 Germain St., St. John. N« B

work attended to by a practical

Opposite Bank of B. N. A.

daacise ool

NOTICE

Merchatit Tailors wishing garments made up ; also ladies snd gentle
men desiring clothes cleaned and pressed would do well to have th®

Journeyman Tailor, with years of

experience in first-class establishments.

J. E. HARQUAIL.
86 Prince Wm &t

FALL Showing of

MILLINERY

Come now and select your Headwear for the Winter A choice assortme

lhe latest and most popular shapes.
e MRS, IDA BROWN, 673 Main Street. ﬂl’" =
s

Lessons in Nrawing and Painfing.

FH G

Bstablished in 1877

Studio, 62 Princes- s‘reet. Hours

2105 p. m. Baturdays, 10 to 13.

MILES

or the Baby.

85 Germain Street

S

XMAS PHOTOS

Why not have a sitting now of Pa, Ma,

Always something to
look at and remember

CLIMO S

them by.

[elephone 855-| |

N\
4 Years Old and the Last the
Best of the 46. . .

The same enterprise, nmenneu,
ability and devotion to students’ in-
terests which have given this College
#ts present standing, will be contin-
wed, and every effort made to be

COAL
Scotch and American Anihr.db—
Best Quality.
Broad Cove and Reserved Sydney,
Boft Coal.
Also: Springhill Ooal.
i A}l orders will receive prompt ad

worthy 5f the g age en-
joyed.

Next Term will begin Thursday,
January 2nd. Send for Catalogue,

i 4

8. KERR, Principal.

Srambnte, Seoey Gor e Soeei MG

. L. lVl!
_R_L JA

A. B.C.

-
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For Your General Dry Goods,

\ For Your Clothing,

For Your Footwear,

For Your Headwear,

To Save Money.

Oome to the
PEOPLE'S DRY GOODS STORE,

14 Charlotte Btreet.

Do you trap or bu?

FURS=::

”T:t dealer, 1
? tprices.
shipments solicited.
%g:z mail and ex

Also ealer ln
hnrk{-..t.r. &Tﬁm

; remit
ides,
]

JOHN HALLAM. TORONTO

Learn to Economise |

T. M. WISTED & ©O.,
321 Brussels and 142 St. Patrick Sts.
Telephone 1897,

The White

Woman's Burden

In this age and country ofte.’tm

is “Too Much Housework.”

UNGAR'S

50 Pieces for 75 Cents
Helps To Lighten It

"Phone Main 58. Team will eall,

SOCIETY

Visiting Cards

40 cis

FOR ONE PACKAGE
finest Thick Ivory Visiting Cards,
Printed in the best possible m anner,

PATERSON & ©0.,
79 Water Street.

8t. John, N, B.




