
As a matter of abstrait economics, public owner­
ship is not a predominant concern of the m

holding the City Council’s right to dictate thé must seek it in the factor that is going to win, and not
panv’s policy, the devotees of public ownership jfKf » lhe factor that you,would'like to win. Nothing is to

^pmforting inspiration for their cause. Thex^fggest * gained bvrepeating -VO"^3^1L, blind md'’hat if
‘ that a corporation never did and never wjM^ep a con- wrong ; that the «^0 out of

tract made with a public au thorn y-They declare that j ‘"K^K x|, that may be earnestly .believed ; and still
the only, sure way to prevent ‘‘tj* people’’ from being ^ ^ ^ ^ fact ,hatz every great development
ruthlessly oppressed is to^rfake public utility fran- >f ^ fisca) pofr-y hi&produced hosts of the sm-
chises the sport of e>p& electioneers. The Pr.vv rerest propht.,s of disaster* most of whom bave lived
1 I Ih vsav ha< miserably failed to understand the to |carn that lugubrious predictions very
Council, they *ay. b*S miserably lane three : truc. In a old-blooded business proposition
plain meaning of a covenant which, ju. „nrpn, matter who is right on the intrinsic merits of public
years agcy tbe Company itself was wi ing ownership. The question is, What is going to happen,
under a Consent judgment. Corporations arc^ « P* ^ ^ h(m.Pcan cvents be made the servants of enterprise.-
slippérv ; Privy Councillors arc as stupid as * , « • • . somc other conclusion were possible than that
<imy wise course left is ,0 put everything at «he dis- Vc ^ .gainst the city of To-
posai of such wiseacres as foiled awa>j t /J what I ronto will help the cult bf public ownership. tX courte,
a consent judgment that would have se< u 1 ^ wou)(j bave been far wiser if it bail not
the highest, most disinterested court m the wor X thaf it was going to beat the Company The
they never, in law, deserved. , j. . ... ; getting over a thousand dollars a day from the

For the moment, we are not concerned with the _r,ty is gen ^ ^ The Toronto News, whose
extravagant virt es which its lovers atty ute^ o ^ ^ srathPjng denunciations of the Compan have N< n m 

•ownership and operation of public utilitie , marked contrast to its usual, dignity nd moderation,
utter discredit which «he enemies of public ownership 1 "**£%*} service goes on improving as it has 
continually throw upon it. The truth never rests with " ‘£ginning J th, year there will be little
extremists. It is made to appear to lie wi ■ .. , <fiticize. Manager Fleming âs too shrewd not to r
in turn. Everybody admits that the pu ir ow: • Council see That more has been gained throug
of the means of collecting and distributing e ,rs ^ t ing whipped than could be got by whipping. A
only justified, but lies at the very root of “"""J m J feud^i1l probably flicker into a peaceful, old age.

•s Everybody knows that to put a whole rai m l . - e)w> will public ownership flicker away with it / It wi
' into the hands of politicians, who live >y nof. h will have to be reckoned with. Dailg

tioneering quality, is a pretty sure way to • \ n-iPer influence is against the Company. The edfi
tence, jobbery, and the illegitimate piling of curre ^^ wrong, but they make public opinion ; and public ^
penditure on to capital account.
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