RURAL HOME

Only $1.00
a Year

FOR W l‘rl‘K ENDING JULY 2
HOW 300 FARMERS HAVE DEMONSTRATED THEIR BUSINESS ABILITY
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has Leen more or loss friction between the farmers
and the dea As Toronte grew and the number
s and milk dealers increased, the

of milk produc

difficultios between the dealers and the producers
became more and more serious and outbursts of

fecling more frequent. Some of the dealers wor
unscrupulous in their dealings with the farmers
They tock advantage of them in every possibl
way. The farmers realized that they were being
defrauded, and protestod v Finally, the
The  producers

dealers formed an  associ

that they must protect their intorests
They formed a milk producers’ association Onee,
ar the efficers of these

Sscctations met in conference over the price of

ind sometimes twice, g y

milk.  These negotintions often resulted in open
friction
UNFAIR TREATMENT
For many years the dealers used to furnish the
farmers with what were known as ecight gallen

cons.  These cans often contained it and a

half and even nine gallons f milk.  The farmers
wore required to fill th
wore paid on only an eight gallon basis

»ocuns, although they

Frequently, in the summer months particularly,
the dealers, when there was

v surplus of milk,
would eut the price paid the former undaly or
return large quantities of milk without proper
notice.  The cans were often returned to the
farmers in a filthy condition

Attempts on the part of the farmers to co-
cperate resulted in the dealers buying milk far-
ther back in the country and in their refusing to
handle the milk of those farmers living near the
city who had been selling to them regularly
The dealers living close together in the city
were able to unite their forees more casily than
the farmers whose homes were scattered over a
large extent of country.,

A BITTER PIGHT.
Some four years age, negotintions botw the
milk producers and milk dealers over the price
of milk resulted in a deadlock.  Under the presi-
ey of Mr. Levi Annis and with Mr, A, J
Reynolds, of Scarboro Junction, as sec retary, the
producers organized theroughly and refused o
sell their milk at the price offered by the dealors.
They went on a strike and beld back their milk
The dealers wero unable to get enough milk from
outside points, Fer several days the citizens
of Toronto had te do without milk. Finally, how-
over, the two asociations agreed to leave the
matter to arbitration, Judge Winchester and
Mr. C. O. James, Deputy Ministor of Agricul-
ture, were the arbitrators,

LEGAL ACTION THREATENED

About two years age, hostilities were renewed
One of the large dairies in Torento took stops
to prosecute the producers on the claim that they
were combining in restraint of trade to advance
the price of milk. Some of the dealers attempted
through coercive methods to make it impossible
for a few of the leading officers of the milk pro-
ducers' association to sell their milk in Toronto

PRODUCERS’ AOT.

Finally the situation became intolerable, A
mass meeting of the members of the Milk and
Cream  Producers’ Associatic was  held  in
Toionto.  The advisability of forming a co-




