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i*s strength, giving us to see so much that we know
in ourselves ; and, at times, the lights and shades
as well as the distinctive features are to be traced..

The Two Tribes and a Half are not lot, but
there is that in them which tells us of him, Like
him, their own distinct, independent history begins
with their eyeing the well watered plains which
were good for their catt'e in the wilderness side of
Jordan. They think of their cattle rather than the
call of God, and the pilgrimage of their brethren.
Had their hearts been full of Christ, they would
not have seen anything till they had crossed the
river. Abraham, their father, had never been on
that side of the river; nor did their expectation
when called out of Egypt stop short of the other
side. Neither had Moses said anything about
those plains, in the land of Gilead. But they had
cattle, and those plains were suitable to their
cattle, and they sue for an inheritance ere they
reach the land which had been their expectation
when they set out. This was all. They had no
thought whatever of revolting ; of sacrificing the
portion of true Israelites, but their cattle drew
their eyes to the goodly plains of Gilead, and they
were for possessing them, though ‘hey would do so
as Israelites. ' )

How natural! How common ! In moral power
they come short of the call of God, though they
hold to the hope of that calling, and claimed
fellowship only with those who were the objects of
it. They were not in power a risen people ;




