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been $50,010,310, or an annual average of $8,550,-
go2.
The ratio of losses paid to premiums
during the 41 years 15 as follows : —
Canadign Companies... ... ..o .o oo 05.3
British Companies... ... ... s ood wen Ol
United States Companies... ... ... ... 002
Making an average of... ... .. 042
This ratio of losses leaves just over 35 per cent.
for expenses and the reserve required to cover un-
expired risks. These ratio figures confirm  what
has long been a contention of THE CHRONICLE that
fire insurance is by no means the “mine of wealth”
which many people, judging by the way in which
come talk about high rates and others gaily plunge
into the business themselves, imagine it to be.
On the contrary the Government returns show that
after payment of losses and making allowance
for expenses (a fair average of which 1s about 333
per cent.) and reserve for unexpired risks (being
the unearned portion of the premiums received)
practically nothing 1s left. As THE CHRONICLE
pomted ocut a fortmght ago the large dividends
paid by old-established British offices are due as
much to the returns from their ivestinents, accu-
mulated over a very long period of years as to their
actual underwriting business, and  those who
endeavouring to promote new companies poimt out
these dividend fhgures as evidence of the profitable
nature of fire underwriting merely mislead the
1gnorant.
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WORLD'S PRODUCTION OF WHEAT.
From Official Statistics.

For the information of the agricultural and com-
mercial classes who are directly interested m Can-
ada’s wheat crop, we have compiled and present
herewith figures for the years 1008 and 1909 ot the
production ot the thirty-seven wheat producing
countrics, being all of those whose products are a
practical factor m the world’s economy. For the
countries that have r('pnrlwl to the Institute, the
figures are taken from the Bulletin of Agricul-
tural Statistics for the months of February and
March last; for the remamning countries a com-
putation has been made by averagmg the estimates
of the four leading <tatistical authorities of Europe
as reproduced by Dr. T. Mueller, delegate ol the
German Empire on the Permanent Committee of
the International Institute of Agriculture, his
excellent report entitled  “International Crop Re-
porting Gervice” The figures tor 1000, placed n
the order of quantity produced, show Canada ad-
vanced from the tenth place in 1608 1o the fifth mn

1000,

WHEAT

WORLD'S STATISTICS or
Country

Russia so A
United States..
France.. .. «« «»
British India..
Canada

Italy.

Spain..
Germany.
Argentina. .
Hungary. .
Australia. .

82,328,514
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THE CHRONICLE S41

COUNTRY.

Great Britain and Ireland
Rumania. .. S ¥ e
Austria.. .. .. ..
Asiatic Turkey..
European Turkey
Algeria. . . .
Persia..

Japan. .

Chill.. ..

Servia. .

Belgium,

Mexico. .

Bgypt..
Uruguay.. ..
Naw Zealand. .
Sweden. .

Tunis. .

Gl‘l'm Q..
Holland. .
Portugal. .
Denmark. .

Cape Colony..
Switzerland..

1N AN0.01N
11,528,108
14,003,000

8,408,0481

1,018,3461
S.616,5181

308,180

POrU.. oo «o oo a0 oo ve oo 3,058,500
Luxemburg.. .. . Ve N 621,040
Norway.. 316,987

World's production.. ..3.061006.0 7

1These figures are obtained by taking the ¢
the estimates published by D rubusch’s  Floati
Evening  List, Beerbohm's  kKvening  Corn
Broomhall's Corn Trade News and The Stati
mates not marked are from the Bulletin ol
Statistics published by the Internati mal Insth
culture at Rome.
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THE FIRE INSURANCE TAX.

Can be Reduced by Better Protection and ITmproves=
ment in Buildings.

\‘\‘1' ll\\l' 1]1[‘“1\ gIN 1 1 \ | 1 ] § v
‘ « ady g n « »YRopsi ol e e
msurance hgures lor 190G a0 Canada, and  have
alluded with satisfaction to the Tact, that grer

amount has been written durn
less total pre
tion 1 the

great deal yet to be done 1 this direction, betore

roa
redue

nam than e 14503,

lll!’l(' I however, A

pgregate rate

our heavy msurance tax  can be  matertally cuat

down. In our large cties the improvement in the
construction of buildings and m protection cquip
ment has doubtless had its mfluence on rates, but
the conflagration hazard —will ull contmue for

some time to hang like a sword ol Damocles over
our smaller towns and villages, and must be pro-
vided for if underwating 1s to be tran wcted upon
a sound basis

Judged tairly 1t must certainly be allowed that
fire insurance i every country is i Lax vch has
to be accounted for more Ol less 1 the cost ol
living, and the argument used by some thought-
less people that the loss from fire is repaid by the
msurance companics to a great extent, 15 childhke
15 well as erroneous for the loss 1s sumply a reim-
bursement of what has already been « Mlected by
from the
'uwl\l".- contributimg to
wards the payment of the total loss. When we
find from statistics that the fire waste in Canada
and the States 1s annually nearly ten times per
head of population  the amount pad in Great
Britamn and most ot the European countries 1,
we believe, except Russia) we can casily see why
rates on this side of the Atlantic are so much

the companies i the shape of premuis
ol the pe ple, the whole




