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God should take up such as we are;
we can do nothing but wonder,
while we praise. But the moment
the eye is fixed on Christ we cease
to wonder. For there in God's
presence, is a Man (‘‘ the man Christ
Jesus,”) the object of His infinite
delight, the joy of His heart. Inthe
face of that Man the glory of God,
the token of His perfect satisfaction,
unceasingly shines. And that Man
was my substitute upon the cross,
the place of judgment and death.—
Well may I cease tO wonder when I
see Him where He is.
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There are two extremes, if 1 may
so say, to the gospel, and they are
Christ, the beloved Son, forsaken
on the cross, and poor sinners ac-
cepted *‘ in the Beloved.” Extremes
indeed, unknown and unintelligible
to the natural man, but very wonder-
ful and very precious to those who
have, through grace, been enabled
to look away from the things that
to those unseen and eter-
of which that glorified
Christ is now the centre. And there
it is that these extremes meet, inthe
Person of the One once forsaken as
the sin-bearer, because that was the
only way in which a holy God could
be perfectly glorified about sin ; now
glorified by the very God who then
hid His face from Him, and the ra-
diancy of that glory shining in the
face of the One who once cried out
in the agony of peing forsaken by
the God whose heart He knew, and
whose glory He vindicated, as none
other did or could,—** obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross.”
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As 1 look back for a moment at
that cross of shame, with its un-
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fathomable depths of light and love,

and then look up by faith and see
Him, who was on it for me, the per-
fect delight of the God who for the
moment, had in righteousness to
forsake Him; now, too, the Head
of that new creation which shall never
be stained with sin, or saddened with
death ; I may well lose sight of my-
self, and cease to wonder that I am
¢ accepted in the Beloved.”—P. G.
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CHRIST SHALL REIGN.

One of the questions which men
ask is, How can you reconcile the
goodness of God with what we see
around us ? The answer is that man
is a sinner, and sin is rebellion, is
lawlessness, which the evil all around
us shows out fully. Scripture tells
us that Satan is the god and prince
of this world, that man is gone away
from God, that he does not do the
will of God. And now man is per-
mitted within certain lim’'ts to have
his own way. Allis in the over rul-
ing hands of divine power. Satanis
a creature with creature limits as are
all the powers of darkness, all are
surely carrying out a divine purpose,
and it will all end in the glory of God.
But this does not at all mean what
some seek to make it, that sin can in
any possible way be right. It means
that God makes all things work for
His own glory, that no matter how
great the confusion and ruin and evil,
He never lets go of His own infinite
power. Now he is letting evil work
in all its varied forms, permitting it
to show how awful it is, its hideous
destroying power over everything it
infects.

In Scripture we find two pictures,
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