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by King Charles II in 1670. The latter Company having sold a tract of land to the Hon. 
Thomas Douglas, Earl of Selkirk, on both sides of the Assiniboine and of the Red Rivers, 
his lordship planted there, in 1812, a colony known by the name of Selkirk Settlement, 
Red River Settlement, or also Assiniboia. In 1836 the Hudson’s Bay Company repur­
chased from the heirs of Lord Selkirk the same tract of land ceded to his lordship in 1811, 
and continued to exercise authority over that portion of Rupert’s Land by the appoint­
ment of the Governor and Council of Assiniboia, which, in course of time, especially after 
the settlers had declared independence of trade in 1849, formed a rather independent ad­
ministration for the local affaire in the colony, the limits of which extended but fifty 
miles around Fort Garry. It is that colony that now forms the greatest part of the new 
province of Manitoba.

The Hudson’s Bay Company never claimed any proprietary rights on the North West 
Territories proper. These territories formerly included nothing but the lands east of the 
Rocky Mountains, watered by the rivers running towards the Arctic sea. The Charter of 
the Company merely included Rupert’s Land, «.«., the lands watered by the tributaries of 
Hudson’s Bay.

These two immense portions of country outside of the province of Manitoba are now 
known by the same name of North West Territories.

In March, 1869, the Hudson’s Bay Company agreed to hand to the Imperial Govern­
ment their territorial rights and governing responsibilities, and on the 16th of July, 1870, 
.England handed the whole to the Canadian government. It was during that period that 
ithe Red River troubles took place. The transactions between England and Canada, as 
•well as the Hudson’s Bay Company, having been made without consulting and even pay­
ing any attention to the government and people of Assiniboia, a deep feeling of uneasiness 
Arose, and the Canadian authorities, coming into the country before the transfer, met re­
sistance. In the meantime a provisional government was formed by the settlers to secure 
their rights and come to an agreement with the Dominion of Canada, delegates were sent 
to Ottawa for that purpose and treated with the proper authorities. England urged the 
Ottawa Government to satisfy the people of Red River. Then the Bill of Manitoba and 
other guarantees were agreed to, and thereby the entry of Manitoba into the Confedera­
tion was effected.
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