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of her life, and still others where the husband 
stands out as the source of her symptoms.

We are now to consider the nature of the 
housewife as our first factor. We may pre­
amble this by saying that a woman essentially 
normal in one relationship in life may be 
abnormal in some other, may be the tradi­
tional square peg in the round hole. More­
over, we are to insist on the essential and 
increasing individuality of women, which 
is to a large extent a recent phenomenon. 
The cynical commonplace is “All women are 
alike” — and then follows the specific accu­
sation— “in fickleness”, “in extravagance”, 
“in unreasonableness”, in this trick or that. 
The chief effort of conservatism is to make 
them alike, to fit each one for the same life 
by the same training in habits, knowledge, 
abilities, and ideals.

Talk about Prussianism ! The great 
Prussianism, with its ideal of uniformity, 
serviceability, and servility, has been the 
masculine ideal of woman’s life. Man was 
to be diversified as life itself, was to taste 
all its experiences, but woman had her sphere, 
which belied all mathematics by being a 
narrow groove.


